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Choose you this day whom you will serve…..but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.
Joshua 24:15

To My Sons, Joseph, Daniel, Matthew and Joshua
Your Children,
Grandchildren,
and
Great Grandchildren
May your lives be blessed by the knowledge of God and His word,
and may this book help you in your pursuit of Him.
"Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is one! You shall love the LORD your
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. These words, which I
am commanding you today, shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your
sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the way and
when you lie down and when you rise up. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand and
they shall be as frontals on your forehead. You shall write them on the doorposts of your
house and on your gates. (Deuteronomy 6:4-9)
Trust in the LORD with all your heart and do not lean on your own understanding. In all
your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight. (Proverbs 3:5-6)
"This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and
night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it; for then you will
make your way prosperous, and then you will have success. Have I not commanded you? Be
strong and courageous! Do not tremble or be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you
wherever you go." (Joshua 1:8-9)
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Introduction

The following family values are a summary of the principles that Mary and I have used
over the years as a basis for our decisions while raising our four sons. We have not
always stuck to them verbatim, as there are always exceptions. But we have tried for
the most part to live our lives and raise our sons in accordance with the truths that
follow, and to pass on these truths to our sons. This is a work in progress that we began
in the 90’s, and it has been revised and will be in the future as we grow and learn more
about what it means to walk with God while on this earth. Thanks are owed to the many
of the authors and teachers that have influenced me over the years in a godly way and
especially to Robert Lewis for his book “Real Family Values”, the sermon series “Bold
New Church in a Brave New World” and the teaching I received during Men’s Fraternity
over the years. Others major sources of inspiration include Arnold Fruchtenbaum, John
Eldredge, Bill Hybels, John Ortberg and Tim Keller. But more than anything, it has been
God and His Word that have been the cornerstone of our family and our values. Jesus
continues to be the main thing in our lives. It is His inspiration, the work of His Holy
Spirit, that has made the difference in our lives and brought us to this day. He is the
reason this set of family values exists.

LEVY FAMILY VALUES

“As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." (Joshua 24:15)
November 18, 2020

The Meaning of Life – What is life about

(John 6:29, 17:3-4; 1 Corinthians 3:11-15; Jeremiah 29:11)

The meaning of life is not some abstract concept or principle to be followed, it is not to
find yourself or find some career, or to marry the right person, live in the right
neighborhood, hang with the right people, solve the world’s problems, etc., but rather
the meaning of life is a person, Jesus Christ. He is the meaning of life. Knowing Him,
being known by Him, and surrendering our lives to Him, gives meaning to our life. Apart
from Jesus, life has no meaning. If God does not exist, if Jesus did not live and do the
things recorded in God’s word about Him, then life has no meaning, and nothing
matters. Nothing. He is the meaning of life. More than that, He is life itself, more
specifically, He is “the way, the truth, and the life” (John 14:6). No one comes to the
Father but by Him. We enter into this life when we are born again.
So taking this a bit further, in order to give us “something to do”, since as men always
want to know what can be done, we could also say that the meaning of life is to be born
again by faith in Jesus, walk with God, love God, love others, enjoy our lives, and enjoy
Him forever (John 17:3, Matt 6:33). To know Jesus and to follow Him gives meaning to
our life. By walking with God, we become able to enjoy seeing His plan for our life
unfold. It enables us to more fully enjoy the work that He designed and created us to do
while we are here on earth, watching Him accomplish His will through our life and
through the lives of those around us. We must always remember the story of Jonah.
We are all going to Nineveh, whether we want to or not. We can go by boat, or we can
go by fish, the choice is ours. God’s plan, His will, will be accomplished in our life. How
it is accomplished is our choice. Choose the boat. Choose the way of faith and
obedience.
There is no higher achievement in life than walking with God and following His ways. It
all begins with faith in His Son Jesus Christ. (John 6:29). Being led by the Holy Spirit
(Romans 8) is key to walking with God. Abiding in Christ is key to walking with God (John
15:1-11). Being “born again” is paramount to walking with God (John 3). God’s word
and faith in God are also key to walking with God. With God, life is an adventure full of
wonder and mystery, full of joy and amazement. Trust God, and trust the leading of his
Holy Spirit and He will lead you into the life He designed and created you for. (Proverbs
3:5-6). And Remember, life is about God, His Son, and His Holy Spirit. Father, Son and
Holy Spirit. Enjoy walking with Him and experiencing the majesty, creativity, and
wonder of the Father, the freedom and rest of the Son, and the mystery and the power
of the Spirit in your life. He is the meaning of life, and apart from Him there is no
meaning to life.
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Questions:
1. Look up the definition of the word ‘meaning’.

2. Do you agree with the statement “If God does not exist, if Jesus did not live and
do the things recorded in God’s word about Him, then life has no meaning, and
nothing matters”? Why do you agree or disagree with this?

3. What does it mean to be born again?

4. What “meaning” do our lives take on once we are born again?

5. What does it mean when we say that “Jesus is the meaning of life”?

6. Have you been born again? If not, why?
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Faith in God (Joshua 24:15; 2 Corinthians 5:17; Hebrews 11:6)
Walk with God. God wants Faith.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Believe in God and Jesus Christ, and have a real and personal relationship with Jesus
Christ (John 14:6, 17:3; Romans 10:9-10, 3:28; Mark 11:22-23; 1Corinthians 2:4,5).
Jesus is the only way to God the Father (John 14:6; 10:7-10; Matthew 11:27; John
15:23; Romans 1:16).
Faith in God and His Son Jesus Christ is the foundation of true life (John 10:10, 6;63,
20:31, 11:25,26, 5:40), eternal life (John 1:12, 3:16, 5:24; Proverbs 19:23, 22:4).
It is the beginning of wisdom and understanding (Psalm 111:10; Proverbs 9:10).
It is the source of our strength and our courage (Psalm 31:2-4, 62:6-8).
Faith is the only way to please God (Hebrews 11:6; Rom 8:6-8).
Faith is how we enter into the salvation of God (Eph 2:8).
Until we know God and His Son, we are lost and without hope, for all have sinned
and fall short of the glory of God (Psalm 14:1-3; Romans 1-3).
Through faith in Jesus Christ we can have a real and personal relationship with God
(John 3:16, 17:3).
Love God with all of your heart (Deut 6:4-9; 1 Corinthians 8:3)
Trust God with your life (Psalm 84:11,12).
The ultimate goal of life is to know God and His Son Jesus Christ (Philippians 3:7-14).
Walk by faith (2 Corinthians 5:7; Habakuk 2:4; Hebrews 10:38).
You must personally encounter God and experience Him personally; do not rely on
the faith of your parents or others (Judges 2:10-15).
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Obedience to God and His word (Joshua 22:5; 1 Thes. 5:22)
Fear and obey God.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Fear God and obey His commandments (John 14:15; Ecclesiastes 12:13,14; Exodus
20:1-17; Matthew 7:24-27; 1 Corinthians 6:9-10; Deuteronomy 30:6-19; Psalm
25:12-14, 150:6; Matthew 4:10; Hebrews 10:26,27; Proverbs 14:27).
Obey God’s Spirit (Romans 8)
God speaks to us through His word (Psalm 119)
God has granted us the power through Jesus Christ to live godly lives (2 Peter 1:3).
Be careful to obey God (Proverbs 19:16) and pursue moral excellence (2 Peter 1:510).
God prospers and protects those who fear Him and obey Him (Luke 11:28; Psalm
34;4-22, 103:17,18).
We are salt and light when we obey His word (Matthew 5:13-20).
We are a blessing to those around us when we obey God (Genesis 12:1-3)
We have fellowship when we fear Him and obey Him (Luke 8:21; Psalm 25:14; 1 John
1:6-7, 2:5, 8:29).
The fear of God will keep us from sinning (Exodus 20:20; Proverbs 23:17).
When we sin, we are quick to confess our sin to God and He will forgive us and
cleanse us from all sin (1John 1:9; Psalm 26:2, 32;1-6; Psalm 51; Proverbs 29:1).
Obedience to God’s word makes our faith alive (James 1:22, 2:17).
God’s most important commandment is to love God and love one another (Matthew
22:36-40; Romans 13:8; John 15:12; 1 Corinthians 8:1; 1Corinthians 13).
Follow Jesus in all that you do (Matthew 4:19, 8:22, 9:9, 10:38, 16:24, 19:21).
Do not be legalistic (Luke 11:42, 52; Matthew 23:13).
Do not live a life of compromise; fully embrace God’s will for your life (Joshua 23:1113).
Do God’s will (Joshua 5:13-14).
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Three Spheres of Existence (Exodus-Joshua)
Aim and Strive to live the Promised Land in all areas of your life.
•
•

•

Egypt – slavery – my life is controlled by whatever I am a slave to. I am building a
temple to false gods, establishing the kingdom of false gods.
Wandering in the wilderness – going around in circles, finish where I start – golf –
accomplishing nothing, disobedience to God, farming around, a pointless life that
accomplishes nothing. Here lies one whose name was writ in water (Keats). Any area
of your life where you are going around in circles, there is some way that you are not
obeying God – ask Him to show you where you need to be obedient to Him and do
it.
The Promised Land – obedience to God, trust God to deliver, step out in faith, be
bold and courageous, for God is with you, walking in the promises of God, living the
life God designed and created you for, results in a life of eternal significance,
establishes God’s kingdom, builds His temple.
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Knowing God (Joshua 1:8) – walking with God
Delight yourself in knowing God and His word (Psalm 37:4).
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The only way to know God is through Jesus (John 14:6). You must be born again
(John 3:1-21).
Know and understand God and His word (2 Timothy 2:15, 4:2; 2 Timothy 3:16,17;
Proverbs 3:5-8, 28:9).
The Bible is God’s word (2 Peter 1:19-21)
Knowing God’s word enables us to grow (1 Peter 2:2).
Levys know and do God’s will for their lives (John 4:34).
God’s word will guide us in life (Psalm 119:11,105).
God speaks to us through His word (Hebrews 4:12; Isaiah 38:4; Jeremiah 13:8,
22:29).
God’s word has power to transform us into new creations (Isaiah 55:11; Jeremiah
23:29; Psalm 33:6).
Levys spend time with God daily in prayer and in the study of His word (Luke 5:16,
6:12; Mark 6:46; Isaiah 50:4; Psalm 5:3; John 8:31; Proverbs 13:13).
God’s Word is truth (John 17:17; Jeremiah 23:28).
God’s word equips us for good works (2 Timothy 3;16-17)
God’s word gives us wisdom for living (Proverbs 1-31).
God’s word sustains us (Matthew 4:4; Isaiah 50:4).
God’s word bears fruit in our lives (Matthew 13:23).
God’s word will always be valuable (1 Peter 1:25).
Jesus is the Word (John 1:1-18).
God’s word is perfect (Psalm 19:7-11).
By knowing and applying God’s word, we lay a firm foundation for life (Matthew
7:24-27; Luke 6:46-49).
Levys walk with God (Micah 6:8; Genesis 5:22; 6:6; 17:1; Malachi 2:4-6).
Knowing and doing God’s word gives us peace (Psalm 119:165; Proverbs 3:1-2; Isaiah
57:21).
Revelation vs. Information – knowing God is about knowing Him, not knowing about
Him (John 17:3). God reveals His word to us by the Holy Spirit (John 16:5-15).
Without the Holy Spirit it is impossible to understand God’s word (1 Corinthians
2:12-16). Ask God to reveal Himself to you through His word. (James 1:5, 4:2-3; Matt
7:7-8; John 16:23; Col 1:9; )
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Spirit Led Lives – God’s Power (Romans 8:1-16; Galatians 5:22-23)
Be led by the Holy Spirit. (John 7:63)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Be filled with the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 1:13,14, 5:18; Romans 8:14; John 15:4,5; 1
Corinthians 2:4,5; Galatians 5:16-26).
We are sealed by the Holy Spirit when we are born again (Eph 1:13-14).
Walk in the power of the Holy Spirit, and not in the flesh (Romans 8:5-14).
The power of the Holy Spirit enables us to walk in the love of God ().
Pray to be filled with the Holy Spirit daily, and thank God by faith for filling us with
His spirit (Ephesians 5:18).
Abide in Jesus (John 15:1-9).
Our faith rests on God’s power, not man’s wisdom (1 Corinthians 2:4.5).
Identify what God is already doing around you and join Him in His work (Matt 4:1922, 16:24).
Bear the fruit of the spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
gentleness, faithfulness, and self-control (Galatians 5:22-23).
Put to death the deeds of the flesh (victory over sin and temptation) by the power of
the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:13).
Set your mind on the things of the spirit (Romans 8:6; Philippians 4:8; Col 3).
The Spirit of God reveals all things to us (John 16:13;1 John 2:27).
The Spirit of God brings God’s word to remembrance and guides our speech when
we witness to others (John 14:26).
Do not grieve the Holy Spirit (Eph 4:20-32)
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Treasure in Heaven (Luke 16:13, 12:34; Proverbs 30:7-9)
Seek first God’s Kingdom and God’s righteousness. (Matthew 6:33)
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Lay up for yourself treasure in heaven, not on earth (Matthew 6:19-24; John 6:27).
Do not love the world nor the things in the world, but seek to do the will of God (1
John 2:15-17).
Begenerous (Proverbs 22:9), be a joyful giver (2 Corinthians 9:7; Proverbs 11:25),
support God’s work (Proverbs 3:9,10; Acts 4:34,35; Exodus 25:2, 35:21-35, 36:5-7),
help the poor and needy (Proverbs 19:17, 21:13, 28:27), and support widows and
orphans (Isaiah 58; James 1:27).
Always be ready to share with others (Ephesians 4:28; 1 Timothy 6:18; Psalm
37:25,26; Acts 2:44,45; Proverbs 21:25,26).
Guard yourself from greed and the love of money, possessions and power (Luke
12:15; Colossians 3:5; 1Timothy 6:9-11; Isaiah 14:13-14; Matthew 4:8-10; Proverbs
11:6; Ephesians 5:3; Jeremiah 6:13, 8:10).
Seek God’s wisdom more than gold (Proverbs 8:11, 16:16, 19:8; Matthew 6:24).
Do not let the worries of the world or the deceitfulness of riches choke out the word
of God that is in you(Matthew 13:22; Luke 18:22; Proverbs 23:4,5).
Seek God’s kingdom and God’s righteousness and do not worry about temporal
things and the rewards of the world (Matthew 6:33-34)
Always seek to help others (Philippians 2;3,4).
Be a good steward (Luke 12:42,43; Proverbs 27:23,24) and avoid debt (Proverbs
22:26,27, 3:27,28).
Enjoy God’s blessings and share His blessings with those around you. Avoid
asceticism and miserliness (1 Timothy 4:4,5; Proverbs 30:7-9; Proverbs 14:4;
Ecclesiastes 5:19; Deuteronomy 14:26).
Be content with God’s providence in your life (Hebrews 13:5; Proverbs 30:7-9).
Avoid becoming attached to wealth or possessions (Matthew 19:21-26).
Value people and relationships above wealth, possessions and power ().
Value experiences together as a family above things ()
Value life above money.
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Prayer and Fasting (2 Chronicles 7:14)
Levys seek the presence of God through fasting and prayer.
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Fast and pray for others, praying at all times in the spirit (Colossians 4:2; Ephesians
6:18,19; Luke 18:1-8; Luke 22:40; Romans 8:26; 1 Thessalonians 5:17; 1 Timothy 2:8;
Daniel 9:3; Joel 2;12,13; Jude 1:20).
Be an intercessor (Ephesians 6:18-20). Fast and pray for:
• our families (1 Chronicles 4:10),
• our government leaders (1 Timothy 2:1-4),
• pastors, ministers, evangelists, etc. (1 Thessalonians 5:25; 2 Thessalonians 3:1-2;
Hebrews 13:18)
• brothers and sisters in Christ (Ephesians 1:15-19; Colossians 1:9-1; Philippians
1;8-11; James 5:16; 2 Thessalonians 1:11; 1 Corinthians 13:7-9; Philemon 1:4-6)
• enemies (Matthew 5:44-48),
• the sick (James 5:14)
• the peace of Jerusalem and the salvation of the Jewish people (Psalm 122:6;
Romans 10:1)
• the lost (Eph 1:18,19; 1 Timothy 2:3,4).
We are also to pray for our personal needs (Matthew 6:5-13).
It is good to give thanks to the Lord (Psalm 92:1; Philippians 4:6).
We are to forgive others and to ask for their forgiveness when we sin against them
(Matthew 6;14,15; 1 Peter 3:12; 1Peter 3:7)
Pray in faith that God will hear and answer your prayers (Matthew 21:21,22; Mark
11:22-26)
Through prayer and fasting, tear down the strongholds of spiritual darkness in your
life and in the lives of others (2 Corinthians 10:3-4).
The power of God resides in the lives of those who seek Him in prayer and fasting
(Daniel 2:23; 2 Timothy 1:7).
Intercede for the lost, other believers, family members, your friends, the church,
your pastors, their city/state/nation, and for anyone else God puts on your heart (1
Timothy 2:1).
Ask, seek and knock (Matthew 7:7-12).
Bring everything to God in prayer (Philippians 4:6-8)
God’s house is a house of prayer (Isaiah 56:7; Mark 11:17) we are God’s house (1
Corinthians 3:16) so be a person of prayer and pray at all times (1 Thessalonians
5:17)
Listen to God when praying (Isaiah 50:4)
Live with your wife in an understanding way so that your prayers are not hindered (1
Peter 3:7)
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Prayer Requests:
• Keep deception and lies far from me (Proverbs 30:7-9).
• Give me neither poverty nor riches, but give me my allotted portion (Matthew 6:11;
Proverbs 30:7-9).
• The Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13)
• Jabez’ Prayer (1 Chronicles 4:10)
• Solomon’s Prayer (1 Kings 6-9; 2 Chronicles 1:8-12).
• Protect us from temptation (Luke 22:40, 46).
Prayers for Children:

“I have no greater joy than this,
to hear of my children walking in the truth."
3 John 1:4
If you do nothing else, pray for your children. It is the most powerful thing you can do to
ensure their success in life.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

That they would grow up to be men and women after God’s heart (Ps 119:2, Deut
6:5, 1 Samuel 13:14, John 8:29, Jer 3:15, 1 Chron 16:11, Ps 27:8, 63:1, ).
Grant them each a measure of faith, that they may know God and have a real and
personal relationship with him through your son Jesus (Romans 12:3, John 17:3;
Hebrews 11:6).
That they would be born again (John 3:5-18) - record their names in the Lambs Book
of Life (Rev 13:8, 21:27) – grant them eternal life (John 17:3).
Bless them (Mark 10:13-16)
Call them according to Your purpose (Rom 8:28), that they would walk with you all
the days of their lives and call upon your Name (Micah 6:8; Gen 5:22-24; Deut 10:1213; Psalm 84:11).
Give them a passion and a hunger to know God and His Son Jesus Christ (Philippians
3:7-14; 2 Thessalonians 3:5; Colossians 3:2; Psalm 42).
That they would build their lives upon the Rock, Jesus Christ (Matt 7:24-27)
Cleanse them from all sin and unrighteousness (1 John 1:9).
Teach them to be holy and pure in every aspect of their lives and to practice
godliness in all things (1 Peter 1:14-15, John 14:15,21; Matthew 5:8; 2 Peter 1:5-10)
Fill them with your Holy Spirit and grant them the fruit of the Spirit (Ephesians 5:18;
Galatians 5:18-26).
Teach them the difference between good and evil and teach them to choose good
(Psalm 34:14; 1 Kings 3:9; Luke 6:25; John 5:29; Romans 16:19; Hebrews 5:14; 1
Peter 3:11).
Grant them wisdom and understanding – teach them to make wise choices
(Proverbs 1:7, 9:10; 16:16; 23:23; 2:6; Colossians 1:9; James 3:13; Ephesians 1:17).
Give them discernment in all things (Psalm 119:66; 1 Kings 3:11; 4:29; Proverbs 2:35).
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Teach them to choose their friends wisely (1 Corinthians 15:33; Proverbs 1:10-19; 2
Corinthians 6:14).
Bring them Godly friends and protect them from bad friends (1 Corinthians 15:33;
Proverbs 1:10-19; 2 Corinthians 6:14).
Lead them in the everlasting way (Psalm 139:24).
Protect them from evil that no harm may come to them (1 Chronicles 4:10).
Let Your hand be with them to prosper them in all that they do (1 Chronicles 4:10).
Teach them to honor and obey their parents (Ephesians 6:1; Colossians 1:20; Exodus
20:12;).
Teach them to not be selfish (Philippians 2:3)
Protect them from temptation, traps and snares (Matthew 6:13; Luke 22:40, 46).
(drugs, gangs, violence, alcohol, rebellion, bad friends, promiscuity, pride, profanity,
anger, immorality of any kind, etc.)
Keep deception and lies far from them (Proverbs 30:7-9).
That they would grow up to be men and women of God (Col 1:28, Eph 4:14-15)
Be a godly influence on the people around them all the days of their lives (1 Tim
4:12, Matt 5:13-16, Eph 5:8, Phil 2:14-15)
Grant them Favor with God and men; may they would grow in wisdom and stature
(Luke 2:52)
Teach them to be bold and courageous (Josh 1:2-3, 5-9), fearless (1 John 4:18)
That they would be Christ’s witnesses (Acts 1:8)
That this generation might reach the ends of the earth with the gospel of Jesus
Christ (Matt 9:37-38, 29:14)
Seek first God’s Kingdom and God’s righteousness (Matt 6:33) and be free from the
love of money (1 Timothy 3:2-3, 6:10; Heb 13:5, Phil 3:7-8)
Give them ears to hear and eyes to see that they might receive the word of God
(Matt 13:16)
That they would prove to be good soil and bear fruit a hundredfold (Mark 4:3-25)
abiding in the Vine (John 15:1-8)
Help their parents to be godly and to raise them up in the instruction of the Lord
(Deut 6:4-9)
Discipline them for the purpose of godliness (1 Tim 4:7-8)
Grant them discipline and self control (Phil 4:8-9, 1 Cor 9:25, Gal 5:23, Titus 1:8, 2
Peter 1:6, 2 Cor 10:5)
That they would be sold out for Christ and put God first in all things (Matt 16:24-25,
19:27-29, 6:33)
Set their minds on the things above (Col 3:1-3, Romans 8:6) that the things of the
world would pale and lose their luster forever (1 John 2:15-17; Mark 4:18-19)
Hunger and thirst for God, His word and His righteousness (Psalm 42:1-2, Matt 5:6;
Matthew 5:6)
The anointing of God would be upon their lives (Psalm 23)
Bring them a godly spouse (Proverbs 19:14, 18:22, 2 Cor 6:14-18, Proverbs 31) and
teach them to be promise keepers, honoring their marriage vows and remaining
faithful to their spouse (Matthew 19:8-9; Proverbs 5:15-23)
Give them a heart for the lost (Matt 28:19-20, Romans 10:1, Matt 15:4-32)
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Keep them from the evil one – that their faith would not fail – finish strong (Luke
22:31-32)
That they would fulfill Jesus’ commandment to love one another (John 15:12) and to
be one, united in the love of Christ (John 17:11, 21-23)
That they would be doers of the word (James 1:22, 2:14-26) and not just hearers.
Set them apart to be your chosen vessels to accomplish your purposes (Romans 1:1,
9:23, Acts 9:15) and lead them by your Holy Spirit (Romans 8:14)
Put your word in their heart that they may not sin against you (Psalm 119:11, Jer
31:33)
That sin would repulse them (Psalm 1:1-3, 26:4-5, 97:10, Prov 8:13)
Grant them steadfast and willing spirits, create in them a clean heart (Psalm 51:1013)
That they would be zealous for good works (Matt 5:16, Eph 2:10, 1 1 Tim 6:18) and
be a blessing to those around them (Genesis 12:3b; Proverbs 11:11; Matthew 5:1316)
Give them spiritual gifts and teach them how to use them (1 Cor 12, Luke 11:5-13)
That they would trust God completely in all things (Proverbs 3:5-6, Psalm 37:3-6)
That they would:
o Ask, seek, and knock (Matthew 7:7-8)
o Have faith to move mountains (Mark 11:22-24)
o Have love (1 Corinthians 13; 1 John 3:11; 4:16-19)
o Have kindness and truth (Proverbs 3:3)
o Be peacemakers (Matthew 5:9)
o Pray without ceasing (1 Thessalonians 5:16-23; Ephesians 6:18; Philippians 4:6-7)
o Deny themselves, take up their cross and follow Jesus (Mark 8:34-38)
o Live for the day (Philippians 3:7-14; Mark 8:35-38; Matthew 10:38-39; Hebrews
11:26) running the race to win (Philippians 3:13-14; Hebrews 12:1; 1 Corinthians
9:24-27)
That they would believe in God, His word and His promises – that they would really
believe – live a life of radical faith in Jesus Christ (Gal 2:20, Mark 11:22-24, John
14:12-14)
Love God with all their heart, strength and might (Deuteronomy 6:4-8) and love their
neighbor as themselves (Matthew 22:37-40)

Additional Prayers
• Send them out as Disciples, Prophets, Evangelists and Teachers to build up your
church (Eph 4:11, 1 Cor 12:28)
• That they would hold fast to the instruction and training in righteousness they
received from their parents and FBC learning center (2 Thessalonians 2:15).
• That God would comfort them and strengthen their hearts (2 Thessalonians 2:17).
• That the Lord would direct their hearts into the love of God and into the
steadfastness of Christ (2 Thessalonians 3:5).
• That they would not compromise their faith or their integrity for worldly gain
(Genesis 25:29-34)
• That they would stay free from destructive addictions & obsessions (Judges 16:1-21)
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Give them neither poverty nor riches, but give them their allotted portion (Matthew
6:11; Proverbs 30:7-9).
That they would be men and women of prayer (Phil 4:6-7, Eph 6:18, Col 4:2)
Hear God’s voice – trust and obey God (1 Samuel 3:1-10; Prov 3:5-6)
That they would live a victorious life, accomplishing all of God’s purposes for their
life (2 Cor 2:14, Luke 4:43, 7:30, Romans 8:28, Acts 13:36)
Teach them to pray for each other (Ephesians 6:18; James 5:16).
That they would get along with their siblings and be a blessing (Psalm 133)
Teach them to pray for those who do not know You (Matthew 5:44; Colossians 1:9)
The Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13)
Jabez’ Prayer (1 Chronicles 4:10)
Solomon’s Prayer (1 Kings 6-9; 2 Chronicles 1:8-12).
Teach them to reject passivity, accept responsibility, lead courageously and expect
God’s reward.
Romans 12:1-2; Philippians 4:6-9; John 17; Psalm 1, 15, 23, 24, 26, 32, 34, 39, 42, 51,
61, 67, 84, 90:12, 98, 101,103, 119, 121, 127, 128, 131, 133, 139, 140, 150; Proverbs;
Genesis 27:28-29; Joshua 1:7-9; Matthew 16:24-25; Matthew 5-7; Colossians 3:1-5; 1
Thessalonians 5:12-24; 1 Peter 1:13-17; 2 Peter 1:5-9; Romans 8; Hebrews 12:1-2;
Titus 2:6-8; Ephesians 4-5, 6:1-18; Romans 12:9-21; Isaiah 50:4, Proverbs 3:5-6
That they would be virtuous (1 Corinthians 6:12-20; 1 Peter 1:13-16; 2:1-5; 2 Peter
1:5-10; Ephesians 4:1-2, :22-32; Colossians 2:2)
o Chivalrous (Philippians 1:27; Ephesians 4:1; Romans 12:1-2; Colossians 1:9-12)
o Compassion (Matt 9:13, 12:7; Ephesians 4:32; Luke 5:12-13, 10:25-37; John 11:145; )
o Concern for others (Proverbs 17:5; Philippians 2;3,4)
o Courage (Proverbs 28:1; Joshua 1:6-9; 1 Corinthians 16:13; John 2:13-22; 1
Samuel 17)
o Devotion (Philippians 3:8; Daniel, Luke 22:39-46)
o Discretion (Proverbs 19:11)
o Disciplined (1 Tim 4:7-8; Philippians 4:8-9, 1 Corinthians 9:25, Gal 5:23, Titus 1:8,
2 Peter 1:6, 2 Corinthians 10:5)
o Excellence (Colossians 3:23; 2 Peter 1:5)
o Faithfulness (Luke 16:10; Galatians 5:22,23; Proverbs 25:13)
o Forgiveness (Matthew 6:12-15, 18:21-35; Luke 17:3,4; John 20:23)
o Friendship (Proverbs 18:24; Matthew 4:18-26; 1 Samuel 18:1-20:42)
o Gentleness (Galatians 5:22,23; Matthew 5:5)
o Goodness (Galatians 5:22,23)
o Generous (Proverbs 3:28, 19:6, 21:24-26, 25:21; 2 Corinthians 9:6-7; Exodus
25:2, 35:21)
o Holiness (1 Peter 1:13-16; Romans 12:1-2; )
o Honesty (Proverbs 3:3, 6:12, 6:16-19)
o Humility (Micah 6:8; Proverbs 11:2, 15:33, 16:18, 18:12, 22:4, 26:12, 29:23;
Matthew 5:5; 18:3-6; Psalm 34:18; 51:16-17; Mark 10:15; John 13:1-17; 1 Kings
3:3-14)
o Integrity (Proverbs 10:9, 20:7,10,17, 11:1,3, 19:1; Psalm 15, Psalm 24:3-6; Mark
14:60-64, 15:1-2; Genesis 39:5-12)
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o Justice (Micah 6:8; Proverbs 21:3,15)
o Kindness (Proverbs 3:3, 19:22; 2 Peter 1:7; Ephesians 4:29-32)
o Loving (1 Corinthians 13; 8:2-3; 2 Peter 1:7; Ephesians 4:1-3; 5:1-2; 1 John 4:1821)
o Mature (1 Peter 2:1-21; Ephesians 4:13-16; Corinthians 14:20)
o Mercy (Micah 6:8; Matthew 5:7)
o Mission (Matthew 28:18-20; Acts 1:8; Romans 10:13-15; John 12:27; 1
Corinthians 9:22-27; Romans 1:1)
o Noble (1 Timothy 3:1-13; Acts 17:11; Luke 21:1-4; Proverbs 31:10-31; 1 Peter 2:9;
Luke 1:35; John 1:12; Romans 8:16-17; 1 Corinthians 6:19-20)
o Patience (Galatians 5:22,23; Colossians 1:11; Ephesians 4:2; Proverbs 18:13)
o Perseverance (James 1:2-4,12; Matthew 5:10-12; 1 Peter 3:14,15; 2 Peter 1:6;
Romans 5:3-5; Matthew 26-28; Exodus 3-6)
o Poise (1 Timothy 4:12; Luke 2:40-52; Acts 16:16-40)
o Purity (Proverbs 22:11; Matthew 5:8; Philippians 4:8; Psalm 101:3; Psalm 15,
Psalm 24:3-6; Matthew 4:1-11; Daniel 1-3)
o Respect (1 Peter 2:18)
o Responsibility (Philippians 2:4; Matthew 25:14-30; Genesis 6:1-9:17)
o Self control (Galatians 5:22,23; Proverbs 25:28; 2 Peter 1:6)
o Steadfast (Proverbs 11:19; Isaiah 26:3; 1 Corinthians 15:58; Colossians 1:11, 23; 2
Thessalonians 3:5; Psalm 51:10; 112:7; Philippians 1:6)
o Submissive (James 4:7; Hebrews 13:17; Mark 10:15; Matthew 18:3-6; 1 Peter
2:13-21; Romans 8:23)
o Wisdom (James 1:5; Proverbs 3:13-18, 24:3,4; Proverbs 8)
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Purity and Holiness (1 Peter 1:13-16)
Choose to live a pure, holy and godly life.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Guard your heart, eyes and mind from worthless things (Psalm 101:3; Philippians
4:8; 1 Thessalonians 5:22).
It is our responsibility to live holy and pure lives (1 Peter 1:13-16).
Choose good over evil (2 Kings 3:5-10; Psalm 37:27-29; Proverbs 11:27, 14:16,22).
Dwell on what is good (Philippians 4:8; Psalm 19:14).
Do not dabble with the occult, magic, false religions, etc. (Leviticus 19:31, 20:6;
Deuteronomy 18:11; 1 Samuel 28:3, Isaiah 8:19).
Do not be not legalistic (Luke 11:42, 52; Matthew 23:13).
Train in advance (2 Timothy 3:16; 1 Timothy 4:7, 8; Hebrews 12:11; 1 Corinthians
9:24-27).

Violence
Hate violence.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Agree with God that violence is bad and hate violence (Psalm 11:5; Genesis 6:11-13;
Ezekiel 12:19, 28:16, 45:9; Jonah 3:8).
Do not be violent (Proverbs 1:19, 3:31).
Seek to be at peace with all people (Romans 12:17,18).
Control your anger (Ephesians 4:26; Proverbs 19:19)
Do not resort to violence as a means to conflict resolution (Matthew 5:9).
Do not take your own revenge (Romans 12:19-21).
Do not get pleasure watching violent entertainment (Psalm 101:3).
Do not associate with violent people (Proverbs 3:31).
While we hate violence, we understand that unfortunately it is sometimes necessary
to serve in the military to fight for your family, for your country, for freedom and for
liberty (Life of David, Joshua, etc.; Psalm 27:3, 144:1, 18:34; Proverbs 20:18, 24:6;
Ecclesiastes 3:8). We look forward to the day when all war will cease (Isaiah 2:4;
Micah 4:3)
Do not use violence to defend your pride or possessions (Matthew 5:39-42; Proverbs
1:19).
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Entertainment and Sports
Be careful in your use of entertainment (Psalm 101:3; Ephesians 5:1-17).
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Do not let entertainment or sports take time away from your family or from
fellowship with God ().
Do not sympathize with or recognize with the ‘bad guy’ in movies; Choose to
recognize with the good guys ().
Do not watch movies (or any other forms of entertainment) that contain
pornography, graphic violence, excessive profanity, story lines that are vehemently
opposed to God or any other subject matter that God’s spirit might lead them to
avoid (Psalm 50:18, 101:3; Proverbs 22:24, 20:19). This has been very difficult to do
lately. Cover your eyes when necessary. Sometimes it may be necessary to get up
and leave.
Family centered entertainment (entertainment that the whole family can watch
together) is preferred over segregated (entertainment for adults only, kids only, etc.)
entertainment ().
Do not waste inordinate amounts of time being entertained (TV, video games, etc.).
Seek out entertainment that has a godly message, is informative or educational, or
has some other redeeming value that is easily recognized. Excessive mindless
entertainment is a waste of time ().
Do not let participation in or spectatorship of sports rule your life. Keep sports in
perspective (1 Corinthians 6:12).
Through sports we learn teamwork, how to be a gracious winner, and how to be a
good loser ().
Be careful in your use of the internet (Psalm 101:3).
Also see sections on Violence, Purity and Holiness, and Time for more information
on this topic.

Observed:
It is the parent’s responsibility to guard the innocence of the children. If the children
want to see a movie that may be questionable for their age, the parents should watch
the movie first to determine if it is OK for the children to see it.
If we have rented or gone to a movie, and decide during the movie that it is not pleasing
to God for us to be there, leave (if it’s a rental, turn it off and return it).
We do not arbitrarily surf the net. We use the internet when we have a specific goal. We
log on, we accomplish our goal, and then we log off. If we discover a site that is
offensive to God, we move on.
When watching a movie or a show that has graphic violence or porn or some other bad
stuff, cover your eyes or look away.
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Righteousness (Matthew 5:16)
Choose to live righteous lives for God.
I.

Stand up for righteousness - seek God’s reward – be a man of godly character.
(Matt 5:6; 6:1; 6:33; Ps 15; Rom 6:12-18; Ezek 18:5-9; 1 John 3:7-10; Ps 11:7; 33:45; Prov 10:2; 11:4-8, 30-31; 12:28; 13:6; 15:9; 2 tim 4:7,8)
A.
Righteous thoughts – think right thoughts.(Prov 12:5; Matt 23:27,28; Prov
11:23)
1. Memorize and practice God’s Word. (2 Tim 3:16,17; Deut 6:6; Ps
119:11,15,16; 119:105)
2. Bring every thought captive to the obedience of Christ. (2 Cor 10:5)
3. Let your mind dwell on what is good. (Php 4:8)
4. Be pure in heart – pure motives. (Matt 5:8; Prov 16:2)
5. Be teachable. (Prov 9:9; 10:17; 13:1)
B.
Righteous words – speak what is right. (Col 4:6; Prov 10:11, 18-21, 31-32;
Eph 4:29-31; 2 Tim 1:13; Prov 22:11; James 3:2-12)
1. Always tell the truth – stand up for truth. (Prov 6:16-19; 13:5; Eph 4:25)
2. Always speak well of others. (Prov 6:19; 11:9)
3. Be a Peacemakers. (Matt 5:9)
4. Do not argue. (Prov 20:3; 2 Tim 2:23-26)
5. Restrain your lips. (Prov 10:19; 15:28; 12:18; 13:3; James 1:19, 26)
C.
Righteous actions/behavior – do what is right, make godly choices. (Matt
25:31-46; 1 John 2:29; Ps 106:3; Prov 11:6; Eph 4:1-3)
1. Desire to please God in all that you do - delight in keeping God’s
commandments - seek first His kingdom and His righteousness. (Ps
1:1,2; 40:8; 119:16, 24, 35, 47, 70, 77,143,174; Matt 6:33)
2. Be responsible. (1 Tim 5:8; Prov 12:11; 28:19; 2 Thes 3:10)
3. Control your anger. (Prov 16:32; Eph 4:26-27; James 1:19-20)
4. Never take your own revenge - overcome evil with good. (Rom 12:1721)
5. Be kind to others - be full of mercy and compassion. (Matt 5:7; Prov
12:10: Eph 4:32)
6. Be bold and courageous. (Prov 28:1)
7. Be just. (Prov 12:5; 16:8; 21:3,15; 29:27; Jn 7:24)
8. Practice humility - do not be prideful, vain, arrogant, or boastful. (Prov
11:2; 21:4; Zeph 2:3; Rom 12:3,16; Ps 20:7; Prov 27:1; Jer 98:23,24; Eph
2:8-9; 1 Pet 5:5)
9. Stand up for the poor, persecuted and the afflicted. (Prov 29:7; Lk
14:12-14; James 1:27)
10. Have no high places – practice discretion in TV, music, books,
magazines, etc – let nothing come before God or distract us from our
walk with Him. (Php 3:7-11; 2 Cor 10:5; 2 Chron 31:1; 34:3; Ps 101:3; Ex
20:2-5; Prov 3:21-24)
11. Train in advance so you will make godly choices (2 Timothy 3:16; 1
Timothy 4:7, 8; Hebrews 12:11; 1 Corinthians 9:24-27).
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D.

II.

Reckoned as Righteous - take on God’s Righteousness thru faith in Christ.
(Php 3:9-11; 1 Pet 2:24; 2 Cor 5:21; Eph4:22-24; Eccl 7:20; Ps 143:2; Rom
3:22-24, 26; 5:17-21; 10:6-10; Isa 64:6; Hab 2:4; Lk 18:9-14; Heb 11; Ps 23,
24:3-6; John 17:3; Eph 2:8,9) the following is taken from the “Four Spiritual
Laws” booklet.
1.
God loves you and offers a wonderful plan for your life. (Jn 3:16;
Jn10:10)
2.
Man is sinful and separated from God. Therefore he cannot know and
experience God’s love and plan for his life. (Rom 3:23; Rom 6:23)
3.
Jesus Christ is God’s only provision for man’s sin. Through Him you can
know and experience God’s love and plan for your life. (Rom 5:8; 1 Cor
15:3-6; John 14:6)
4.
We must individually trust Jesus Christ as our Savior and Lord; then we
can know and experience God’s love and plan for our lives. (John 1:12;
Eph 2:8,9; John 3:1-8; Rev 3:20; 1 John 5:11-13; Heb 13:5)

Stand out from the crowd - lead courageously, accept responsibility – godly
leadership. (1 Cor 1:18,23-25; Rom 12:1,2; 1 John 2:15-17; James 1:27; Eph 4:1719, 22-24)
A.
Stand out in the way you live your life – personal lifestyle. (Rom 12:1,2)
1. Seek God with all your heart. (Ps 119:2; Deut 6:5; Matt 6:33)
2. Do not love the world. (1 John 2:15-17; Rom 12:1-2; John 17:15,16)
3. Exercise self control - Rudyard Kipling “If”. (1 Cor 9:25; Gal 5:22,23;
Titus 1:7-9; 2 Pet 1:5-9)
4. Guard your eyes. (Job 31:1; Ps 101:3; 2 Sam 11:2; Ex 20:17; 1 John 2:16)
5. Be giving, not greedy. (Prov 21:25,26; Ps 37:21, 112:5)
6. Have a transcendent cause – desire to please God in all that you do keep life in perspective. (Ps 84; Col 1:9,10; 1 Thes 4:1)
7. Reflect God’s grace in all that you do. (Col 4:6; Acts 6:8; 13:43; John
1:16; Rev 22:21; 2 Pet 3:17,18; Heb 13:25)
8. Trust God – do not lean on your own understanding. (Prov 3:5,6; Matt
6:34)
9. Seek wisdom, understanding and truth - not riches or self-glorification.
(Ps 111:10; 1 Tim 6:10-11; Prov 1:7; 2:2-16; 3:13,18; 4:5-8; 8:10,11;
9:10; 10:13; 19:8; 23:23; 24:3; 24:14; 29:3; Heb 13:5)
10. Set your mind on the things above (Colossians 3:1-4)
B.
Stand out in how you relate to others – relational style. (Matt 20:25-28)
1. Be selfless, concerned about the welfare of others. (Php 2:1-8, 20, 21;
Matt 20:25,28; Rom 14)
2. Be relationship oriented instead of task oriented. (Lk 10:38-42)
3. Be patient and kind. (1 Cor 13:4; Gal 5:22,23)
4. Love others – self-sacrificing care for others. (John 15:12,13; 1 Cor 13)
5. Treat others as you would have them treat you. (Rom 15:2,3; Matt
22:36-40)
C.

Stand out in how you do your work – work ethic. (Col 3:22,23)
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1.
2.
3.
4.
III.

Do their best in all that they do - pursue excellence in all things. (Mt
5:13-16; 1 Cor 6:19-20; Rom 15:1-7; Rev 14:6-7; Col 3:23-24)
Do everything without complaining or arguing. (Php 2:14)
Do not waste time or procrastinate. (Prov 6:6-11; 10:5; 20:4)
Enjoy your work (Ecclesiastes 5:18)

Stand firm in your faith - in what you believe - reject passivity – men of integrity –
have a significant impact for Christ. (1 Cor 16:13; Eph 6:12-18; Prov 25:26; 11:19;
Heb 10:38,39; Prov 11:3; 2 Pet 2:21,22 Php 3:12-14; 4:1; 1 Pet 5:12; 2 Pet 3:17,18;
Col 1:21-23; 2 Thes 2:15 1 Pet 5:12)
A.
Stand firm against the flesh – inner temptations. (Rom 13:14; 6:6-23; Rom
7; Rom 8:1-15; Gal 5:13-24; 6:7-10)
1. Strive to live pure and holy lives. (1 Pet 1:14-16; Rom 12:1,2; Eph 1:3,4;
4:24; 1 Tim 1:5; James 3:17; 4:8; 1 John 3:3; Matt 5:8; 2 Cor 7:1; Prov
22:11)
2. Be a disciplined man. (1 Tim 4:7,8; 2 Tim 1:7; Eph 6:4; Heb 12:5-11; Prov
3:11; 6:23; 12:1; 13:1,18; 15:5,32; 19:18,20, 27; 22:15; 23:12,13; 29:15;
Rev 3:19)
3. Turn away from sin. (Ezek 33:13, 18; Ps 7:11,12; Ezek 18:32; Matt 3:2;
Acts 2:38; 1 Pet 3:11)
4. Resist temptation. (1 Cor 10:13; Eph 6:13; Matt 6:9-13; 26:41)
5. Be steadfast. (Prov 11:19; Is 26:3; 1 Cor 15:58; Col 1:21-23; Ps 112:5-7)
B.
Stand firm against the world – cultural pressure. (Rom 12:1,2; Mk 4:18,19; 1
John 2:15-17)
1. Choose your friends wisely - stand together with other believers – do
not hang out with the ungodly. (2 Cor 6:14; Prov 13:20; Ps 1:1; 1 Cor
15:33)
2. Don’t compromise - men of integrity. (Ps 15:1,2; 26:1,2,11; 7:8; 101:2;
Prov 2:6,7; 10:9; 11:3; 19:1; 20:7; 28:6)
3. Know how to say no. (Eph 6:13; 1 Cor 16:13; 2 Thes 2:15)
4. Do not be distracted by the deceitfulness of riches and the worries of
the world. (Mark 4:18,19; James; 1 Tim 6:7-11)
5. Follow Jesus instead of following the crowd. (Eph 4:14,15,17-19; James
1:6-8)
6. Be loyal and faithful. (Prov 17:17; 18:24; 27:6)
C.
Stand firm against evil – the schemes of the devil. (Jame 4:7; Eph 6:10-18)
1. Tell others about Jesus. (1 Cor 2:4,5; Matt 28:18-20; 2 Tim 4:2-5)
2. Resist the devil. (James 4:7; 1 Pet 5:8,9)
3. Persevere under trial. (Matt 5:10-12; 1 Pet 3:14-15; James 1:2-4)
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Fellowship
Place a high priority on building relationships with other believers.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Seek out the fellowship of other believers (Acts 2:42).
Attend church regularly and are active members.
Be committed to building real relationships with other believers.
Marry a godly mate, and be committed to your spouse for life (Proverbs 18:22).
Seek to be a good neighbor to all people, and do not be prejudiced towards anyone
(James 2:1-13; Luke 10:27-37; Romans 13:8; Matthew 22:39; Mark 12:33; 1
Corinthians 10:23,24).
Do not marry or become bound to unbelievers (2 Corinthians 6:14).
Choose your friends wisely (Proverbs 13:20, 1:10-19, 22:24-25, 23:20.21, 24:1, 28:7;
1 Corinthians 15:33)
Cultivate relationships with your extended family and close friends ().
Listen to wise counsel (Proverbs 19:20).
Be people oriented, not program oriented ().
Do not sacrifice relationships for tasks ().
Choose to walk with wise people and do not be the companion of fools (Proverbs
13:20).
Do not be snobby or racist, but prove to be a friend and a neighbor to everyone
(James 2:1-9; Luke 10:30-37).

Witness and Discipleship
Share the good news and disciple others.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Be a disciple of Jesus Christ (Matthew 16:24).
Tell other people about Jesus (Matthew 28:19,20; Mark 8:34-38; Romans 14; Ezekiel
18:20-32; 33:1-9; 37:26,27). This is a high priority item (Romans 1:1).
Follow God’s leading and be sensitive to the Holy Spirit’s leading (Romans 8:5-14).
Do not isolate yourself from the lost (John 17:15-21; Proverbs 18:1), but pursue real
relationships with unbelievers as led by the Holy Spirit (John 16:13, 14:26; Matthew
10:18-20).
Live out your faith in God publicly (Matthew 5:13-20).
Have compassion for the lost (Matthew 9:36, 14:14; Mark 6:34).
Help others grow in their faith (Ephesians 1:18,19).
Intercede for others in prayer. Stand in the gap (Ezekiel 22:30).
Make disciples wherever you are, knowing that God is with you in all places and at
all times (Matthew 28:19-21).
Be led by the Spirit totally (Zechariah 4:6; John 6:63, 6:44).
Do not get tangled up in debates over controversial issues – this is not being a
witness. This is a trap and leads to the ruin of unbelieving ears. God has not called us
to fix the culture, but to reach out to people right where they are with the love of
God (Luke 22:47-51; Matthew 28:18-20).
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Humility and Brokenness
Seek godliness, not greatness.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Be humble and broken, avoiding pride, arrogance, vanity and haughtiness (Psalm
51:16-17; Proverbs 16:18, 15:25; Psalm 34:18, 147:3; Isaiah 66:1-2).
Do not think more highly of yourself than you should (Romans 12:3-16).
God saves those who are broken and contrite (Psalm 34:18).
Humility protects us from destruction (Proverbs 16:18).
Where there is humility there is wisdom and honor (Proverbs 11:2, 29:23).
Through humility and brokenness, we become vessels that God is able to use to
accomplish His purposes (study the life of Moses, Joseph, David, Peter and Paul; also
the breaking of a wild horse, etc.).
Jesus was humble and broken (Philippians 2:3-8).
Satan’s sin was pride (Isaiah 14:13-14).
Seek godliness, not greatness (Matthew 20:25-28; Isaiah 14:13-14).
Nebuchadnezzar’s sin led to insanity (Daniel 4:28-37) Saul’s sin led to disobedience
(1 Samuel 13, 15) in both cases they suffered great loss because of their pride.
Seek the approval of God above the approval of men (John 8:29, 2:42,43). Play to an
audience of One. (Matthew 3:17; Colossians 3:1-4)
Remember the Sabbath (Leviticus 23:32) true humility is remembering that life is
about God and His kingdom, not you and yours.

Observed:
Pray for humility and brokenness.
Repent of pride, arrogance, haughtiness and the evil way immediately and daily.
Live for an audience of One at all times.

Compassion
See others through God’s eyes.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Jesus felt compassion for the multitudes (Matthew 14:14, 15:32).
Be a compassionate person and care about others (Matthew 9:13).
Be concerned for the welfare of the poor and the downtrodden (Proverbs 29:7,
22:16), the lost (Matthew 9:36), the disabled (2 Samuel 9), and widows and orphans
(Isaiah 1:17; James 1:27; Isaiah 58).
Be kind to animals and people (Proverbs 12:10).
Put the interests of others above your own (Philippians 2:3-4).
God desires compassion more than sacrifice (Psalm 51:16,17; Matthew 12:7; Isaiah
57:15, 66:2).
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Family
The family exists to serve and honor God and is modeled after His pattern
for the family as revealed in His word. Walking together with God.
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•
•
•
•

•
•

The family is composed of one husband and one wife married and living together,
and includes children if God allows (Genesis 2:18, 21-25, 4:1; Proverbs 18:22).
God hates Divorce (Malachi 2:16).
The wife takes on the last name of the husband (Genesis 2:21-25) which symbolizes
a new beginning (Genesis 17:3-6).
We believe in the sanctity of life, and do not believe it is okay to kill children before,
during or after birth, the elderly, the sick or those with mental or physical
deformities (Leviticus 18:21, 20:1-5; Proverbs 8:36). Abortion, infanticide and
euthanasia are not options. It is unbelievable that this even has to be included in
this, but the culture in which we live has become that callous towards the sanctity of
life.
Honor and take care of the elderly (Exodus 20:12).
The purpose of a family is to raise children who serve the Lord (Joshua 24:15).
Abstain from sex until marriage (1 Corinthians 6:9-11, 7:9).
Sex between a man and a woman is good within the context of marriage (1
Corinthians 7:1-7; Song of Solomon).
Homosexuality is a sin (Leviticus 18:22, 20:13; Romans 1:18-32; 1 Corinthians 6:9-11)
just like any of the other sins listed in the bible. God has not changed His mind about
it, just like He has not changed His mind about adultery, lying, stealing, idolatry or
any other sins mentioned in the bible. Sin is still sin.
The home is God’s designated place for the training and teaching the next
generation (Deuteronomy 6:4-9). It is the parent’s responsibility to share God’s
message of salvation with each child and give them opportunities to follow God. We
trust God for the results.
We believe in open communication on all subjects ().
Each generation should teach godly values to their children that they may know and
love God (Deuteronomy 6:4-9).
The home should have clear rules that are consistently enforced (1 Timothy 3:4).
The family should consistently worship God together, spend time learning about
God together, and celebrate God’s Holy days together (Leviticus 23). Take advantage
of teachable moments whenever possible.
It is the responsibility of the parents to prepare each child for life. This includes
education, training, basic life skills, mate selection, social skills and so on. The
parents should have a vision for the future of each child and instill it in them and
help them to achieve it. This vision should be based on each child’s unique gifting,
interests and abilities and never on the parents’ desires. Seek God in prayer
regarding His vision for each child.
Children should be allowed/encouraged to be in situations where they must learn to
trust God (Proverbs 3:5-6).
A godly family is the primary building block for a godly society.
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•

•

“We believe the purpose of the family is to glorify God by forming the spiritual,
emotional, physical, and economic foundation for individuals, the church, and any
society… The family is God’s original and primary means of producing godly offspring
and passing on godly values from generation to generation” (Family Life Manifesto –
see: Ephesians 3:14-15; Genesis 1:26-28; Romans 8:15,23; John 1:12; Galatians 3:29;
Psalm 78:5-7; Deuteronomy 6:4-9).
Pray for God to reveal His plan to you for each of your children.

Observed:
Children are raised in the same way God raises us up, in that they are given a ‘little’
freedom and responsibility, and if they prove faithful in that, they are then given more.
(Luke 16:10)
We celebrate Passover and Christmas every year, and hope to build godly annual
traditions for future generations to enjoy. Church attendance is non-negotiable.
Family Campouts:
We value camping as a means to get away from “the world” and have a fun time of
good fellowship together as a family. It reduces the number of distractions that take our
attention away from each other. It is a chance to work together toward common goals.
Camping teaches children to appreciate the many conveniences of modern life and to
not take them for granted. It is an opportunity to enjoy, connect with, appreciate, and
marvel at God’s creation together as a family (Romans 1:20; Psalm 19:1-6).
Family Mottoes:
• “Glory to God.”
• “Godliness in all things.”
• “Seek godliness, not greatness.”
• “God wants us to be in the world, not of the world.”
• “Live for ‘The Day’.”
• “Live for an audience of One.”
• “Set your mind on the things above”.
• “Stay the Course”. (The Patriot)
• “The sun will come up tomorrow, and you never know what the tide may bring”.
(Castaway)
• “Never give up, never surrender”. (Galaxy Quest)
• “You can choose your actions. But you can’t choose the consequences.”
• “God said it, I believe it, and that settles it.”
Children’s Mottoes:
• “God wants us to be kind to animals and people.” (Proverbs 3:3, 12:10, 19:22)
• “God wants us to make things, not break things.
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•

•
•
•
•

By behaving when dining out, we “Earn the right to drink sprite” the next time we go
out to eat.
“Do all things without complaining or arguing.”
“Levys never get their way when they cry.”
When asked ‘where are we going’ answer “To heaven because we believe in Jesus”.
“Levys love to learn”.

Four laws of Jumanji:
1. “There are some games that you are better off never playing”. There are some
things you should just never do – you may never recover from what it does to you.
2. “Finish what you start”.
3. “Deal with your sin completely. Don’t just bury it in the sand or throw it in a river.
Completely destroy it so it cannot come back to cause you trouble:.
4. “Unlike Jumanji, you cannot take it back”. You cannot undo the past. Once you have
done it, said, it, etc. you cannot go back and change it. It is done. All you can do is
move forward from there. The damage is done.

Three Questions and Their Answers:
1. What does God Want? God wants faith.
2. What does God want me to do? Good works.
3. What does God want me to be? A blessing.
4. A fourth question: What does God want me to have? Joy.

The Healthy Family (from “Real Family Values” by Robert Lewis)
• Healthy families are characterized by strong, supportive, honest communication.
• Healthy families spend a large quantity of time together.
• Healthy families share a common faith and practice.
• Healthy families agree on key values.
• Healthy families practice love and mutual appreciation.
• Healthy families have common goals and interests.
• Healthy families are able to negotiate solutions to crises.
• Couples in healthy families have regular sexual intercourse with one another.
• Healthy families make sacrifices for the good of the family.
• Healthy families exhibit trust among family members.

Things to teach the Children (from Gregg Harris “Home Schooling Workshop)
1.

In this house we obey our Lord Jesus Christ (Joshua 24:15) and our parents
(Ephesians 6:1).
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2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.

In this house we love, honor and pray for one another (John 15:12; Romans 12:10;
Ephesians 6:18).
In this house we tell the truth (Proverbs 3:3, 6:12, 6:16-19; 12:17).
In this house we consider one anothers interests ahead of our own. Don’t just
look out for yourself, consider others (Philippians 2:3-4).
In this house we speak quietly and respectfully with one another (Psalm 29:11,
34:14; Isaiah 32:17; Romans 14:19; Ephesians 6:2).
In this house we do not hurt one another with unkind words or deeds (Proverbs
12:18).
When someone needs correction, we correct him in love (Proverbs 29:17; 1
Corinthians 16:14; Ephesians 4:15).
When someone is sorry, we forgive him (Matthew 6:14; 18:21-22).
When someone is sad, we comfort him (Romans 12:15; Proverbs 25:20).
When someone is happy, we rejoice with him (Romans 12:15; Philippians 4:4).
When we have something nice, we share it (1 Timothy 6:18).
When we have work to do, we do it without complaining (Colossians 3:23-24).
In this house we take good care of everything God has given us (Proverbs 18:9).
In this house we do not create unnecessary work for others ().
When we open something, we close it ().
When we turn something on, we turn it off ().
When we take something out, we put it away ().
When we make a mess, we clean it up ().
When we do not know what to do, we ask ().
When we go out, we act just as if we were in this house ().
Anything worth doing is worth doing right (1 Corinthians 10:31).
When we disobey or forget any of the rules of this house we accept the discipline
and instruction of the Lord (Ephesians 6:4).

It is OK to say, “because I said so”. We don’t have to give a reason for everything
(Leviticus 18:4).
• God wants us to be consistent in the training of our children ().
• God wants us to discipline our children (Proverbs 29:17).
• Children are given freedom and responsibility based on past faithfulness (Luke
16:10, 19:17).
• God wants us to establish routines in the lives of our children (Leviticus 23). (Ruts
keep us from doing what we ought to be doing. Tracks keep us doing what we ought
to be doing. Tracks enable us to stay on course. Ruts make it difficult to stay on
course.)
• We do not discipline or threaten discipline in public ().
•
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Levy Family Celebrations and Holy Days – Do this in Remembrance of Me
Spend time together as a family to celebrate God’s appointed times. To
remember God.
Possible opportunities and ideas include:
Passover – read Exodus; act out a scene from the Exodus story; have a Seder supper;
watch the movie “Ten Commandments” and “Prince of Egypt”
Easter/First Fruits – read resurrection story; act out death and resurrection; go to
passion play; do resurrection eggs; Easter lunch celebration, watch the “Passion”
Pentecost/Shavuot – celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit; act out Pentecost; street
preach
Fourth of July – read story of independence; act out a battle scene, the signing of the
declaration, etc.; read declaration of independence; go watch fireworks; watch a WWII
movie or Revolutionary war movie; shoot fireworks; study the life of one of the founding
fathers
Yom Truah – blow horns; read about the rapture; act it out
Yom Kippur – fast and pray; pray for the salvation of the Jewish people; search your
soul; seek God’s presence; evaluate where we are and where we need to be; read about
the 2nd coming; act out the 2nd coming; draw pictures of the 2nd coming; go to Temple
Succos – build a succoh booth and have meals in it, camp out in it, etc.; read about the
millenial kingdom; draw pictures of the millennial kingdom, go camping
Thanksgiving – read the pilgrim story; sleep outside one night; act out a scene in the
lives of the pilgrims; read the Mayflower compact; thanksgiving lunch or dinner
Christmas – read the story of Jesus birth; act out a scene from Jesus birth; do a manger
scene; Christmas lunch or dinner; advent wreath; watch the “Jesus” video; watch other
Christmas movies; exchange gifts
Birthdays
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Marriage – Walking together with God
The two shall become one. Adam and Eve and God in the Garden.
•
•
•
•
•

Get married because it is not good for a man to be alone (Genesis 2:18-22) unless
God gives you the gift of celibacy.
Boys break the bonds with their mother and father and leave home and cleave to
their wife. (Genesis 2:24, 11:33, 27:43, 37:28; study the lives of Abraham, Isaac,
Jacob, Joseph, and Moses)
Sacrificially Love your wife as Christ loved the church (Ephesians 5:25-33).
Live with your wife in an understanding way (1 Peter 3:7)
Let God be in the middle of your marriage. Build it on Him.(Genesis 1-3)

Men
Be an authentic man of God. Be a life giving spirit.
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Be a disciple of Jesus Christ (John 6:66-68; 1 Peter 5:2) – all that that means.
Be a man after God’s heart (Acts 13:22)
Act like a man (1 Corinthians 16:13).
Sacrificially Love your wife as Christ loved the church (Ephesians 5:25-33).
Live with your wife in an understanding way (1 Peter 3:7)
A real man is one who:
• Rejects Passivity (John 10:10; Philippians 2:5-8), take the initiative.
• Accepts Responsibility (Psalm 40:9; John 8:28).
• A Word to Obey
• A Work to Do
• A Woman to Love
• Leads courageously (John 10:11, 12:23-26).
• Give Direction
• Give Provision
• Give Protection
• Expects God’s Reward (Hebrews 12:1,2; Colossians 3:23,24).
(See Robert Lewis “Men’s Fraternity” and “Raising a Modern Day Knight”)
Read Rudyard Kipling’s “If”.
Get married because it is not good for a man to be alone (Genesis 2:18-22) unless
God gives you the gift of celibacy.
Boys break the bonds with their mother and father and leave home in order to
become a man (Genesis 2:24, 11:33, 27:43, 37:28; study the lives of Abraham, Isaac,
Jacob, Joseph, and Moses).
Deny your own desires for the sake of your family (Philippians 2:3,4; 1Timothy 5:8;
Romans 12:1-2).
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Be the head of your family, lead your family in all things, and be a loving spiritual
leader (Joshua 24:15; 1 Corinthians 11:3, 7-12).
Work to provide for your family and live within your means so that your wife is not
forced to work (1 Timothy 5:8).
Discipline your children (Proverbs 13:24, 19:18, 22:15, 23:13,14, 29:15,17).
Accept the discipleship responsibility of your children, teaching them to love, serve
and fear God, helping them build their own relationship with Him through Jesus
Christ (Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Proverbs 22:6; 2Chronicles 26:5).
Do not provoke your children to anger (Ephesians 6:4; Colossians 3:21).
Be humble and broken, avoiding pride, arrogance, haughtiness and vanity (Proverbs
16:18; Psalm 34:18).
Trust in the Lord (Psalm 37:3-5).
Be discerning (Psalm 119:66).
Be a promise keeper (Psalm 15:4; see “Seven Promises of a Promise Keeper” by
Focus on the Family).
Pass down life skills to your children (Proverbs 22:6).
Do not neglect your family or your health for work, hobbies, sports or entertainment
(Philippians 2:3,4; Daniel 3).
Put the needs of your wife above your own needs and the needs of your children
(Ephesians 5:25-33; Luke 8:19-21).
Be a life giving spirit with your eyes on heaven (1 Corinthians 45-49). Give life to
others rather than draining life from others.
Enjoy your work (Ecclesiastes 2:24, 5:18-19).
Plan for your family’s future provision (Proverbs 13:22, 19:14).
Be a good steward (Luke 12:42,43).
Be a man of vision (Proverbs 29:18).
Be sensible (Titus 2:2)
Do not boast (Proverbs 27:1; Galatians 5:26).
Have some close friends (Proverbs 27:17,19).
Lock arms with at least one other christian man to stand firm in their faith
(Ecclesiastes 4:9-12; see “Locking Arms” by Stu Weber)
Choose to be a priest to your family and pray for and bless your children regularly
(Job 1:5).
Set and defend spiritual boundaries for yourself and for your family; be at war
(spiritually) for yourself and for your family (Romans 7:22-23; 2 Corinthians 10:3-4;
Ephesians 6:10-18; James 4:1-2).
Give time to your children (Deuteronomy 6:4-9).
Establish order in your life and the lives of those around you ().
Develop maturity with creativity ().
Pursue excellence in the areas of your life where God has gifted you ().
Seek moral excellence (2 Peter 1:5-10).
Verbally let each of your children know that they are loved and are of great value ().
It is the goal of each Levy man to become ‘Elder’ material (1 Timothy 3:1-10).
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•
•
•
•

Do not be in bondage to satan, sin, gambling, drinking, smoking, overeating,
entertainment of any kind, sports, or any other bad habits (1 Corinthians 6:12; also
see “Bondage Breaker” by Neil Anderson).
Be a patriarch (see “The Mature Man” by David DeWitt).
A Battle to fight, an Adventure to live, and a Beauty to rescue. (John Eldredge)
The most important things you do as a father for your children are:
• Love your wife (their mother).
• Verbally tell each child that they are loved and are of great value.
• Spend time with them and with your wife.
• Fast and pray for them.
• Teach them to fear, love, obey, know, honor, serve and walk with God.
• Teach them how to live wisely.
• Help them discern, embrace and accomplish God’s purpose for their life
• Share the good news with them.
• Teach them to know God.
• Teach them to set their minds on the things above and not on the things of this
world. To love the things of God rather than the things of the world.

“Do not ask yourself what the world needs, but ask yourself what makes you come alive,
and go do that. Because what the world needs are men that have come alive”.
John Eldredge
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Women (Proverbs 31) (by Mary Levy)
A Levy woman is an authentic woman of God, a supportive nurturer.
(Proverbs 31; Proverbs 12:4)
A woman’s primary focus is in relationships (Mark 12:29-30). Her most important
relationship is with God through daily bible reading and prayer time, obedience to what
God is telling her (John 14:15), and by having God centered thoughts (Col 3:1-2). Her
character traits are a servants heart (Matthew 20:26-27), striving for inner beauty,
integrity and faithfulness (1 Samuel 16:7, 1 Peter 3:4-6).
Her most important ministry is to her husband (Genesis 2:18) after her own personal
relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ, nothing else should be the primary benefactor of
a wife’s time and energy. In Proverbs 31:10-31 God describes the traits of an excellent
wife and Levy women strive to achieve these traits.
Traits of the Excellent Wife
• To be trusted
• To be good to her husband – to meet his physical and emotional needs
• Workers with hands
• Kind
• Fears the Lord
• Careful
• Blessed by her children
• Praised
• Not afraid
• Wise
• Generous
• Of exceptional worth
• Respectful to her husband
Levy women define womanhood as being subject to her husband (Titus 2:5). “She seeks
to compliment her husband. Her role is to empower her husband to responsible
leadership. She is called to relinquish herself, not to a position of inferiority but to a
position of support, one that provides a priceless, irreplaceable, nurturing love that is
unique to women” (“Rocking the Roles” by Robert Lewis).
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Seek to achieve four spiritual qualities expressed as a “Titus Woman”. They are as
follows:
1. Sacrificial Love (Titus 2:4, John 15:13) – Providing for her family’s needs over a
“career” outside the home. Loving her husband (first) and her children (second).
2. Common Sense (Titus 2:5) – To be realistic and to embrace a lifestyle that is
reasonable and manageable. To be able to choose the best things over the good
things, things that matter, i.e. a husband and children that need her.
3. Workers at home (Titus 2:5, Proverbs 14:1) – To labor diligently to create and
maintain a Christ centered home.
4. Support her husband (Titus 2:5) – instead of pursuing sameness or equal roles, she
seeks to complement her husband and empower him to responsible leadership.
Value spending time with your children to nurture and teach them how to live (Psalm
101:2). Values the importance of a loving and devoted marriage, and seek to establish
security in the life of each of your children by loving your husband. This provides a
pattern for your children that will teach them how to love their future spouses and
children.
We give of ourselves when we give gifts of the heart –love, kindness, joy,
understanding, sympathy, tolerance, forgiveness.
We give of ourselves when we give gifts of the mind – ideas, dreams,
purposes, ideals, principles, plans, inventions, projects, poetry.
We give of ourselves when we give gifts of words – encouragement,
inspiration, guidance.
Emerson said it well – “Rings and jewels are not gifts, but apologies for
gifts. The only true gift is a portion of thyself.”
Wilfred A. Peterson
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Children
Children are a gift from God; blessed is the man whose quiver is full of them
(Psalm 127)
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Children are a gift from God (Psalm 127:3-5).
Have lots of children (God willing). (Genesis 1:28; 9:1; Psalm 127:3-5).
Desired qualities of our children include:
o Levy children fear God (Proverbs 16:6; Ecclesiastes 12:13,14; Psalm 25:14,
147:11; Proverbs 19:23, 22:4, 1:7, 9:10, 15:33; Isaiah 33:6, Job 28:8).
o Levy children obey their parents (Ephesians 6:1-3; Colossians 3:20; Proverbs
6:20-21, 13:1, 15:5 6:20, 7:1, 1:8, 2:1, 3:1, 3:11-12, 4:10,20, 5:1).
o They honor and respect their parents (Exodus 20:12; Proverbs 20:20, 23:22).
o They are wise (Proverbs 10:1, 15:20, 17:25, 19:8).
o They choose wise friends and are not the companion of fools, gluttons or harlots
(Proverbs 13:20, 1:10-19, 24:21, 28:7; 1 Corinthians 15:33; Psalm 1:1-3).
o They are kind to animals (Proverbs 12:10) and people (Philippians 2:3,4).
o They look out for one another (Proverbs 17:17) and get along with one another
(Luke 9:50; Psalm 133:1).
o They choose good over evil (2 Kings 3:5-10; Psalm 37:27-29; Proverbs 11:27,
14:16,22).
o They do everything without complaining or arguing (Philippians 2:14,15).
o They do not tease each other or other children (Leviticus 19:14).
o They are trustworthy, honest and faithful (Proverbs 3:3, 20:28; Luke 8:15).
o They do not take advantage of each other or other children (Leviticus 25:17, 36).
o They hide God’s word in their heart so that they will not sin against Him (Psalm
119:11).
o They help around the house (Psalm 15:1-5, ).
o They obey God’s commands (Exodu 20:1-17; Matthew 22:36-40; Romans 13:8;
John 15:12; 1 Corinthians 8:1).
Levy children do not run away (). When they need to get away, they go to a
predetermined place where they can spend time alone with God and work through
whatever issue(s) they are dealing with ().
Levy children increase in wisdom, stature, favor with God and men (Luke 2:52).
Each generation of Levys must personally encounter and experience God for
themselves. They cannot rely on the faith of their parents. They must make it their
own (Judges 2:10).
Children are not to be held back from seeking God, for to such belongs the kingdom
of heaven (Matthew 19:13-14).
Children are to be encouraged to:
• Have godly dreams and desires for their future.
• Set their mind on the things above rather than the things of the world (1 John
2:15-17)
• Be a difference maker for good.
• Practice godliness – develop godly habits.
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•

• Train themselves for righteousness.
• Dwell together in unity (Psalm 133) rather than fighting all the time.
Your children are your primary legacy – put some serious time into them.
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Spiritual Gifts
Use your spiritual gifts to build the kingdom of God.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Use the natural and spiritual gifts that God has given you for the building up of your
family, friends, church, business and society (2 Timothy 1:6; James 1:17; 1 Peter
4:10; 1 Corinthians 12:7-20).
Use your gifts to create and build rather than to tear down and destroy (Proverbs
14:1).
Do not neglect to use your spiritual gifts (1 Timothy 4:14).
Everyone does not have the same spiritual gift (1 Corinthians 12:4-7).
There is one Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:4-7).
Love is the greatest gift (1 Corinthians 13).

Speech
Use your words to build up others and the kingdom of God.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Tell the truth (Proverbs 3:3, 6:12, 6:16-19).
Give praise to God ().
Do not use profanity or take God’s name in vain (Ephesians 4:29).
Good words are dependent on a pure heart (Luke 6:45; Matthew 12:34, 15:18;
Proverbs 10:11).
Do not be critical (), do not gossip (), and do not tear down others with your words
().
Strive to be encouraging (), to be timely (Proverbs 15:23), and to build others up
with your words ().
If you cannot say something nice, do not say anything at all (Colossians 4:6).
Be discreet and do not volunteer information (Proverbs 11:13, 17:9).
Use gentle Speech (Proverbs 15:1).
Do not waste your words on a fool (Proverbs 23:9; Matthew 7:6).
Do not be argumentative (Proverbs 20:3; 2 Timothy 2:24-26).
Be careful with your words (Proverbs 12:18, 21:23, 23:9) and think before you speak
(Proverbs 13:3, 15:28, 17:27,28; Proverbs 18:13).
Everything you think doesn’t necessarily need to be said – it is often best to keep
some thoughts to yourself.
Do not be silly (including excessive baby talk) and do not tell bad, dirty or rough
jokes (Ephesians 5:4)
Our words are to be a fountain of life to those who hear them (Proverbs 10:11).
Make and maintain eye contact while conversing with others ().
Listen when others are talking to them and do not interrupt ().
Do not grieve the Holy Spirit with your speech (Ephesians 4:29-32)
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Observed:
If you can’t tell it to your mother, your wife, your child, or Jesus Christ, it is probably
best left unsaid.

Self Control (Proverbs 25:28)
Exercise self-control.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Be quick to hear, slow to speak, and slow to anger (James 1:19; Proverbs 18:13,
11:14, 14:29, 16:32, 19:20, 29:20).
Practice good manners ().
Do not do illegal drugs, smoke cigarettes, drink alcohol to excess, or look at
pornography (1 Corinthians 6:12-3-20; Proverbs 20:1).
Obey the law (Romans 13:1-4; 1 Peter 2:13-20).
Build good habits and avoid bad habits (1Corinthians 6:12-3-20).
There are some things in life that we should not do or try at all (Jumanji).
Exercise self-control in all areas of life (eating, sports, entertainment, speech,
temperament, anger, hobbies, work, etc.).

Trust God (Proverbs 3:5-6)
Trust God in all things and at all times.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Be still and know that I am God (Psalm 46:10)
Do all that is in your power to do, and trust in God for the rest (Proverbs21:31).
Wait upon the Lord (Isaiah 40:29-31).
God does not need us, we need Him ().
Do not wear yourself out trying to do what only God can do ().
Know that no matter where you are or what you’ve done or not done, God will finish
the work that He has begun in you (Philippians 1:6; Romans 8:28)
Know that no matter where they are or what they’ve done or not done, God will
finish the work that He has begun in your children (Philippians 1:6; Romans 8:28)
Trust God that He knows best. Don’t rely on your limited understanding to figure
things out. Trust God. (Proverbs 3:5-6)

Excellence (1 Thesallonians 4:1)
Pursue excellence in certain key areas of your life.
•

Pursue excellence in the areas of your strengths, gifts, God given talents, and areas
of positive pursuit (Proverbs 22:29; 2 Peter 1:5-10).
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•
•
•
•

Get your chaos in order and forget it, going beyond order, rules and balance for the
love of excellence ().
Do not try to master everything, but focus on your strengths, gifts, God given
talents, and areas of positive pursuit ().
Pursue moral excellence (2 Peter 1:5-9).
Pursue godliness, not greatness (Isaiah 14:13-14).

Balance
Strive to live a balanced life and excel in the five arenas of life.
•
•
•

•
•

Live a balanced lives ().
Do not neglect your family or their health for work, hobbies, sports or entertainment
(Philippians 2:3,4; Psalm 127:1-5).
Establish order, excel in, and maintain a balance between each of these five areas:
• Family life
• Spiritual life
• Work life
• Personal life
• Community life
We measure success in life by our achievements in all five areas (pentathlon), not
just one or two.
Maintain a degree of margin in your life so you have time and resources for random
opportunities.

Godly Leadership
Lead others to Christ. Be a Godly leader. Be bold and courageous.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Follow God’s leading and be busy doing His work ().
Be a catalyst for positive godly change.
Seek to influence and motivate others to live godly lives ().
Be a servant leader in your home, church, office, and community (1 John 3:18).
Lead by example ().
Seek the glory of God, not the glory of men (John 12:42-43; John 5:44).
Live life in such a way that the people around you give glory to God (Matthew 5:16).
Be bold and courageous (Joshua 1)
Be a man after God’s heart – ablaze with desire for God (study the life of David and
Daniel).
Do not be or become prideful ever. Lead with humility.
Lead your family.
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The Five Practices of Exemplary Leadership
from ‘Leadership Challenge’ by Kouzes and Posner)
• Model the Way.
• Inspire a Shared Vision.
• Challenge the Process.
• Enable Others to Act.
• Encourage the Heart.

Work (Proverbs 24:30-34)
Do all to the glory of God.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Be a hard worker, and commit your work to the Lord (Colossians 3:23; Proverbs
14:23, 10:4, 12:11,24, 16:3, 6:6-11, 13:4, 15:19, 18:9, 19:15, 20:4, 21:25,26, 24:3034, 26:12-16, 28:19, Ephesians 6:5-9; 2 Thessalonians 3:10).
Work to provide for your family (1 Timothy 5:8) and to grow into a man ().
Participate in the work of God (1 Corinthians 3:6-9; John 4:34, 17:4).
Have a godly perspective about your work, understanding that it is impossible to add
to the work of God and that there is no intrinsic value in your work or the product of
your work (Ecclesiastes 3:14; Psalm 127:1-2).
Do not work in any business that promotes godlessness or immorality as its primary
business or relies on these things in order to be successful ().
Never violate the ways of God to accomplish the work of God ().
Do all things as unto the Lord (Colossians 3:23; 1 Corinthians 10:31; Galatians 6:10).
Bear fruit in every good work (Colossians 1:10).
Enjoy the process of your work and the product of your work (Ecclesiastes 2;24,
5:18-19)
We do not work to amass riches, but to provide for our temporal needs and the
temporal needs of others (Matthew 6:19-21; Hebrews 13:5; 1 Thessalonians 4:1112).
Be honest and practice integrity in the work place (Proverbs).
Choose your vocation based on your strengths, abilities, gifts, interests and God’s
calling on their life ().
God is the ultimate source of our provision (Matthew 6:25-34; 1 Chronicles
29:12,14).
Pursue godliness, not greatness (Isaiah 14:13-14).
Seek the approval of God above the approval of men (John 12:42, 43).
Do not weary yourself to gain wealth (Proverbs 23:4) or become too interested in
the rewards of the world (1 John 2:15-17). Remember that life is about God and His
Kingdom (Matthew 6:33; Mark 8:36; John 6:27) Keep work in perspective.

Observed:
Because God will provide for us, we plan for the future and compete with others, but we
are not driven by or obsessed with these two areas in our work.
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Health (1 Corinthians 3:16-17)
Take care of your body.
•
•
•

The body is the temple of God and you should take care of your body (1 Corinthians
3:16-17; 6:19-20).
Rest, exercise and diet are important (Proverbs 20:29; Mark 6:30-31).
Observe the sabbath by resting one day a week (Exodus 20:8-11; Isaiah 58:13-14).

Creativity and Innovation
Be creative and innovative.
•
•
•
•
•

Value creativity ().
Seek inspiration from God ().
Be a creative and innovative problem solver ().
Value music and art, cultivating any artistic gifts God may have given you or your
children ().
Be careful to use creative gifts to glorify God ().

Education
Levys love to learn.
•
•
•

•

Value education (Proverbs 4:13, 9:9, 22:17, 23:23).
Be a lifelong self-learner ().
The purpose of education is:
• To know and understand God and His creation better.
• To give us the skills we need to raise and support the next generation.
• To prepare us for impacting our culture in a significant and positive way. (to be a
Difference Maker)
• To discover God’s plan for our life and to equip us to carry out His plan.
Learn from your mistakes and do not repeat them. Also learn from the mistakes of
others.
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Time
Use your time wisely.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Do not waste time. Life is short – live it (Ephesians 5:15,16).
Avoid excessive mindless entertainment (TV, video games, etc.) and excessive
recreation (too much golf, etc.).
There is a time for everything (Ecclesiastes 3:1-8).
Do not be or become a workaholic (Psalm 127:2)
Have margin in your life.
You are never too busy to pray.
Train for the race – run the race – run to win.

Integrity
Be a man of integrity.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Be honest (Proverbs 3:3, 6:16-19, 13:5, 19:5; Psalm 24:3-6).
Be just and fair ().
Do not cheat ().
Pursue Spirit-led godliness in all things (Romans 8:1-14; Proverbs 3:5-6)
Bear the fruit of the spirit (Galatians 5:22)
Pursue a godly renovation of your character – bring your desires under God’s control
– surrender to God, surrender your will to God (Romans 6:12; 12:1-2; Jeremiah 17:9;
Romans 2:28-29; Ezekiel 11:19, 36, 24-27)
Apply God’s word to your Life (Matthew 7:24-27) - True Success (Joshua 1:8)
Pursue moral excellence (2 Peter 1:5-9)
God has provided you everything pertaining to life and godliness in His Son Christ
Jesus (2 Peter 1:2-3)

Discipline (1 Timothy 4:7-8)
Discipline yourself for the purpose of godliness.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Discipline yourself for the purpose of godliness (Proverbs 3:11, 6:23, 12:1, 13:1,18,
15:5, 32, 19:18,20,27, 22:15, 23:12,13; Ephesians 6:4; 1 Timothy 4:7,8; 2 Timothy
1:7; Hebrews 12:5-11; Revelation 3:19; 2 Thessalonians 3:11-12).
Apply control to chaos to achieve order ().
Finish what you start (Philippians 1:6).
Train and live life to win (1 Corinthians 9:24-27).
Exercise self control.
Finish Strong (Philippians 3:7-21)
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Maturity
Aim for maturity.
•
•
•

Apply creativity and grace to order to achieve maturity ().
Be wise, not foolish ().
Become a patriarch to your family, extended family, your church and your
community (read “Mature Man” by DeWitt)

Attitude
Be joyful and enthusiastic, living life to the fullest measure.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Live life to the fullest (1 Timothy 4:4,5).
Life is a wonderful adventure and we are confident that God is watching over us and
protecting us from evil (Romans 8:28; Proverbs 10:3, 19:23, 24:16). Remember
Joseph (Genesis 37, 39-47).
Be joyful and enthusiastic (Proverbs 17:22; 1 Thessalonians 5:16).
Joy is a choice. It is a command. Choose to be joyful (Psalm 118:24).
Keep life in perspective (Romans 12:3).
Be eternally minded (Colossians 3:1,2; 1John 2:15-17).
Do not try to fix the world or the culture in which you live, but seek to work through
that culture and use that culture to reach people for Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 9:22;
Luke 22:47-51).
Keep the things of the world at arm’s length - be in the world but not of the world
(John 17:13-21; 1 John 2:15-17).
Life is not perfect – enjoy it anyway. Take the good and the bad and enjoy them both
(James 1:2-3; Philippians 4:11-13). Life God is Good.
Learn to be content in all situations (Philippians 4:11-13; Hebrews 13:5; Psalm
119:165; Proverbs 3:1-2).
Be patient and do not rush life. Take it as it comes ().
We will never be perfect. There will always be a gap between our beliefs and our
lives – just keep trying to close that gap or make it as narrow as possible ().
Do all things without complaining or arguing (Philippians 2:14).
Let the peace of God reign supreme in your life (Philippians 4:6-7; John 14:27;
Romans 8:6).
Hope (Matthew 19:26, 10:27).
Live for the transcendent cause of giving glory to God and His Son Jesus Christ ().
Be forgiving toward others (Matthew 6:14-15)
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Character
Practice and instill in yourself and your children the following values:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Compassion (Matt 9:13, 12:7)
Concern for others (Proverbs 17:5; Philippians 2;3,4)
Courage (Proverbs 28:1; Joshua 1:6-9)
Discretion (Proverbs 19:11)
Excellence (Colossians 3:23; 2 Peter 1:5)
Faithfulness (Luke 16:10; Galatians 5:22,23; Proverbs 25:13)
Forgiveness (Matthew 6:12-15, 18:21-35; Luke 17:3,4; John 20:23)
Gentleness (Galatians 5:22,23)
Goodness (Galatians 5:22,23)
Holiness (1 Peter 1:14-16)
Honesty (Proverbs 3:3, 6:12, 6:16-19)
Humility (Micah 6:8; Proverbs 11:2, 15:33, 16:18, 18:12, 22:4, 26:12, 29:23; Matthew
5:5; Psalm 34:18; 51:16-17)
Integrity (Proverbs 20:7,10,17, 11:1,3, 19:1)
Justice (Micah 6:8; Proverbs 21:3,15)
Kindness (Proverbs 3:3, 19:22; 2 Peter 1:7)
Love (1 Corinthians 13; 2 Peter 1:7; Ephesians 4:1-3; 5:1-2; 1 John 4:18-21)
Mercy (Micah 6:8; Matthew 5:7)
Moral Excellence (2 Peter 1:5-8)
Patience (Galatians 5:22,23)
Perseverance (James 1:2-4,12; Matthew 5:10-12; 1 Peter 3:14,15; 2 Peter 1:6)
Purity (Proverbs 22:11; Matthew 5:8)
Respect (1 Peter 2:18)
Self control (Galatians 5:22,23; Proverbs 25:28; 2 Peter 1:6)
Wisdom (James 1:5; Proverbs 3:13-18, 24:3,4; Proverbs 8)

Life
Life is precious and sacred. It is a gift from God.
•
•

•
•
•

Life is a gift from God.
Suicide is never an option. While it is okay to lay one’s life down for one’s brother, it
is never ok to take one’s own life. To take one’s own life is to say to God that He has
put you in a situation that you cannot handle with His help. It is to not trust God. It is
disbelief. Remember, “the sun will come up tomorrow, and you never know what
the tide may bring”. (Castaway) Never take your own life, beloved, but lay down
your own life every day for those around you.
Abortion is sin.
Euthanasia is sin.
Life God is good. Life has its ups and downs.
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Spiritual Disciplines
Regularly practice the following spiritual disciplines:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Prayer (Philippians 4:6,7)
The Word – Study (Isaiah 50:4), Meditation (Psalm 1:1-3), Memorization (Psalm
119:11)
Fellowship (Hebrews 10:24,25)
Worship (Psalm 150:6; Matthew 4:10; Exodus 20:2-6)
Service (1 Corinthians 12;7)
Giving (2 Corinthians 9:6-8; Proverbs 11:25)
Witnessing/Evangelism (Matthew 28:18-20)
Discipling others (Matthew 28:18-20)
Fasting (Matthew 6:16; Joel 2:12,13; Ezra 8:21)
Solitude
Intercession for the lost, other believers, the church, pastors, city/state/nation, etc.
Good Works (Ephesians 2:10; James 2:17-26)

Significance
Expect God’s reward. Leave a godly legacy behind.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

It is the reason why we do what we do – our motivation – our future hope
The power to persevere lies here
Faith in God and His Son Jesus – (Hebrews 11:6) – be a man of faith (Rom 8:28)
Live for Him, His Kingdom and His Righteousness (Matthew 6:33; Col 3:23)
Set your mind on the things above (Colossians 3:1-4) – have an eternal mindset
Live for “The Day” (2 Corinthians 5:9-10; 1 Corinthians 3:11-15; Matthew 7:24-27;
Philippians 3:7-14) – let this be the focus of your life – intentional action towards the
upward call of Christ Jesus
Make a difference for good while you are here on this earth.
Be a blessing to everyone around you.
Do good works.
Raise up your children to make a difference as well.
Think about the end of your life and how you want to finish life. Live today with the
end in mind.
Idolatry is looking to anything/anyone other than to God for your significance.
Eternal focus, invest in eternal things.
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Levy Core Values
Maturity in Christ
2 Peter 1:5-8; John 15:1-8; Galatians 2:20
29 April 2012
When fruit is mature, when it is ready to eat and tastes its best, it is
said to be ripe.


Relationships (Matthew 22:35-40; John 15:12) – The Main Thing – Connecting with God and with
Others - core to core – authenticity - ever increasing intimacy - Stream of Counseling – Friend Face.
o Relationship to God (Deuteronomy 6:5; Luke 9:23-27)
o Relationship to Family (Ephesians 5:22-33; Colossians 3:18-21)
o Relationship to Others (Galatians 5:14; Philippians 2:1-8)
o Characterized by Love (1 Corinthians 13; John 15:13)



Integrity (Philippians 2:14-16; Proverbs 1-31; 1 Peter 1:13-16; 1 John 3:3; Romans 12:1-2) – Godly
Character - How we live our lives – Transformed by the renewing of our minds - Purity – Holiness –
Right Living - Godly Choices - Stream of Discipleship – King Face.
o Spirit-led godliness in all things (Romans 8:1-14; Proverbs 3:5-6)
o Fruit of the spirit (Galatians 5:22)
o Renovation of character – desires under God’s control - surrender (Romans 6:12; 12:1-2; Jeremiah
17:9; Romans 2:28-29; Ezekiel 11:19, 36, 24-27)
o Apply God’s word to your Life (Matthew 7:24-27) - True Success (Joshua 1:8)
o Be a disciple of Christ (Matthew 16:24-27; Luke 9:23-26)



Playmaker (Philippians 3:7-14; Joshua 1:2-9) - A Life that Counts for Good – A Man of Action - Seize
the Day/the Moment to do Good (Ephesians 5:15-17) – a Battle to Fight, an Adventure to Live, and a
Beauty to Rescue – Be like Jesus – Study the Life of Christ and the lives of the saints – Joseph, Moses,
Joshua, Caleb, David, Daniel, Nehemiah, Ezra, Paul, Peter, etc. – Be a Difference Maker – Bear Fruit Stream of Warfare – Warrior Face
o Service - Be in the game, not on the bench (2 Timothy 2:4-5)
o Attitude - Deny myself, take up my cross, and follow Jesus (Matthew 10:38-39; Colossians 3:5-17;
Philippians 2:1-9) – Die to Live – Salt and Light (Matthew 5:13-16) - Life giving Spirit (John 7:38)
- His will, not mine (Matthew 26:36-42) – surrender your will to God - brokenness
o Reject Passivity (John 10:10; Philippians 2:5-8) – Take the Initiative
o Accept Responsibility (Psalm 40:9; John 8:28) – Be a Man
o Lead Courageously (John 10:11; 12:23-26; Joshua 1:2-9) – Visionary – Bold and Courageous – Step
Out in Faith – Bank on God to Show Up
o Make disciples - Leading others to faith, discipling others in their faith, launching others to share
their faith (Matthew 28:18-20)



Expect God’s Reward (Hebrews 11:6; 12:1-2; Colossians 3:23-24) – The reason why - Motivation – Our
future hope – Power to persevere lies here - Stream of Healing – Lover Face.
o Faith in God and His Son Jesus – (Hebrews 11:6) – be a man of faith (Rom 8:28)
o Live for Him, His Kingdom and His Righteousness (Matthew 6:33; Col 3:23)
o Set your mind on the things above (Colossians 3:1-4) – mindset
o Live for “The Day” (2 Corinthians 5:9-10; 1 Corinthians 3:11-15; Matthew 7:24-27; Philippians
3:7-14) – our focus – intentional action towards the upward call of Christ Jesus
o Three Realms of this life – Egypt, The Wilderness, and the Promised Land (Numbers 13-14) –
choose to cross the Jordan and follow God – do not go back to Egypt, do not settle for wandering in
the wilderness – follow God and Expect Him to show up.

Real Life Change
1. The Word - God lovingly plants His word in our lives
a. God custom tailors the placement of His word in each of us
b. Read the Bible
c. Scripture memorization
d. Meditation
e. Other sources (books, sermons, tapes, studies, etc.)
2. Realize and accept that I cannot do this by myself
a. I have tried X number of times to do this/stop this/change this/get there/etc. and I
cannot do it
b. I accept the fact that I cannot do it myself
c. You may need accountability
3. The fork in the road – you have two choices
a. You can choose to give in to it – it consumes and destroys your
witness/marriage/work/life/etc.
OR
b. You can choose to continue to fight until help from above arrives
4. Hold your ground until God shows up
a. Keep trying to make the change
b. Repent and try again - you may fail many times
c. Do not ever give up, no matter how many times you fail
d. Do not lose hope - it may be awhile
5. Persistent prayer
a. Pray specifically for the life-change that you are seeking
b. Pray regularly for the life-change that you are seeking
c. Pray until the life-change occurs or until God says stop praying and believe
d. Fasting may be necessary
6. God Shows up
a. It can be immediate – wake up healed/delivered/different/etc.
b. It can be gradual over time – weeks/months/years
c. God will show up – hold your ground until he does
7. Real and permanent Life-change occurs
a. It does not wear off
b. Do not choose to undo what God has done – don’t willingly go back
c. It will build your faith
d. Rejoice in Him

