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To my Four Sons,
Joseph, Daniel, Matthew and Joshua.
To You, Your Children, Grandchildren,
Great Grandchildren
and
Beyond.
May you all learn to hear God,
Truly hear Him,
And apply His Word
To your heart and life.

“Take hold of instruction; do not let go.
Guard her, for she is your life.”
Proverbs 4:13

To Joseph, Daniel, Matthew, and Joshua,
Dad died this year, and as a part of my grieving process I wrote this commentary
on Deuteronomy chapter 6, verses 4-9. Dad was not a religious man, nor did he
believe in God, heaven and hell, or anything spiritual at all really. For whatever
reason, his death inspired me to write this, primarily for you guys, my four sons.
My hope is that God will use it to speak to you in some positive way, and to
anyone else that takes the time to read it.
I want to mention three things to keep in mind as you read this. The first thing can
be found in the book of Corinthians, chapter 1, verse 18:
“For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but
to us who are being saved it is the power of God.“
And in Mark chapter 4 verse 9 we read:
And He was saying, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”
These verses illustrate how important it is for God to open our ears, eyes, mind,
and heart so that His word, His truth, is not foolishness to us, but is God's power
to transform us into the new creation spoken of in 2 Corinthians 5:17:
“Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things
passed away; behold, new things have come.”
Without God's spirit opening our eyes, ears, and heart, this commentary will
likely be foolishness to you. It will likely not make sense, and certainly will not
have any power to change your life or bring you closer to God. It is vital that God
gives you ears to hear and eyes to see as you read this. Ask Him to do this for
you.
The second thing that I feel is important to mention is the idea of approaching this
passage of scripture with the understanding that Jesus is the “word” of God, and
that when the text directs us to interact with God's word in some way, we are to
not only think of the written word, the Bible, but also to think of it in terms of the
incarnate word, Jesus Christ. In John chapter 1 we read that “the word became
flesh, and dwelt among us”. The scribes and Pharisees of Jesus' day knew the
written word extremely well, but they were unable to “see”, “hear”, or believe in
the incarnate word, Jesus Christ, when He showed up. To this day, Jews have
been missing out on a relationship with God because they are still unable to see,
hear, or believe in the incarnate word. It might even be said that it is more
important to know the incarnate word of God, than it is to know the written word
of God.

The plight of the Jews in missing the Messiah when He was here, even to this day,
illustrates the danger of seeing Deuteronomy 6:4-9 as only referring to God's
written word, excluding the role that the incarnate word, Jesus, plays in our
following the commands of scripture and fully benefitting from it. When we apply
the incarnate word to our hearts, we are born again, and are transformed from the
inside out. We are blessed. When we speak of Jesus in our homes, our children
and spouse are blessed. When we let Jesus the incarnate word drive our actions
and our thoughts, the world is blessed. This realization takes the impact of this
passage of scripture to an entirely new level, and it becomes transformational for
us, for our families, and for the world.
The third thing I want to mention is that we are to approach this passage like
gardeners. The gardener plants the seed, fertilizes the soil, waters, weeds, etc. But
God created the seed and causes the growth. Similarly, we apply the written word
of God and the incarnate word of God to our life, but God causes the growth in
us. We are completely dependent on Him ultimately. It is our job to tend the
garden of our soul - to feed, water, weed, etc. We are responsible for doing the
things we are commanded to do in God's word, but God causes our new birth, our
growth, etc. The parable of the sower and some of Jesus other parables are great
illustrations of this. I encourage you to take responsibility for and obey the
commands God has given. That is our part. He in turn will cause you to grow in
grace, faith, hope, and love. Deuteronomy 6:4-9 is all about our gardening
responsibilities- to tend the garden of our own life, of our families life, and of the
world around us. It outlines several gardening activities that God wants us to
undertake, in order for the seed of faith planted in us to grow its best and bear the
most fruit that it can.
My hope and prayer is that God will speak to you through the words of this
commentary. May God bless your reading of this, and may His spirit use this to
transform your walk with Him.
Lord God almighty, I come before you in Jesus name, and I ask that you
would give me eyes to see, ears to hear, a willing heart, and an open mind,
as I study your words to us in Deuteronomy. Speak to me. Reveal yourself
to me. Make your ways known to me and show me how to live. Teach me
how to tend the garden of my life, and to care for the seed of faith you
have planted in me. Show me the Son, Your incarnate word, that I may
gaze upon Him and learn His ways. Make Jesus real to me. Show me how
he is the word that I am to act on and meditate on all the days of my life. I
pray that you would transform me, by the renewing of my mind, and that
the life of Christ would be made manifest in me to the fullest. I ask these
things in Jesus name, amen.

“…..they are each one to take a lamb for themselves, ….. Your lamb shall
be an unblemished male a year old; ……. You shall keep it until the
fourteenth day of the same month, then the whole assembly of the
congregation of Israel is to kill it at twilight. Moreover, they shall take
some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and on the lintel of the
houses in which they eat it. …. The blood shall be a sign for you on the
houses where you live; and when I see the blood I will pass over you, and
no plague will befall you to destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.”
Verses from Exodus 12

“The next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said, “Behold, the Lamb of
God who takes away the sin of the world!””
John 1:29
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1
Deuteronomy 6:4-9 – Introduction
“Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is one! You shall love
the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your might. These words, which I am commanding you
today, shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to
your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and
when you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you
rise up. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand and they shall
be as frontals on your forehead. You shall write them on the
doorposts of your house and on your gates.” (Deuteronomy 6:4-9)
Growing up Jewish often means growing up reciting Deuteronomy 6 verses 4
thru 9 every week. It is a passage of scripture that I have heard and said over
and over again my whole life. In it, God speaks His very heart to man, and
reveals to us His true desire for us regarding our relationship with Him and His
word. It is His introductory paragraph, His thesis statement, for the rest of what
He tells us in His word, the Bible. Moses is writing this to the Israelites as they
are about to leave the wilderness and enter the promised land, beginning their
life as the nation of Israel in the land God promised to Abraham. In this passage
God delineates to us how He wants us to take in and live out the rest of His word
that He gives us in the pages of the Bible, and ultimately through His Son.
Following is a series of short treatments of some of the concepts contained in
this amazing piece of the written word of God.
Much more could be said, and has been said over the centuries about this
passage of scripture, than I will address in the following chapters. So please do
not let your understanding of this passage of scripture be limited to what I have
written on it. I am merely writing down for my four sons some of the things God
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has shown me that are contained in this passage of scripture. The passage and
each verse should first be understood and applied in its simplest and most
obvious understanding, and I am assuming that the reader has already done this.
This book will be focusing on and highlighting other aspects of the passage and
verses that are not so obvious, and that the reader may not have noticed yet.
This is also to help keep the reader from falling into the trap of trying to
understand this verse apart from Jesus, the Word of God. When we read and
apply this verse without Jesus, we miss the main point of the verse, and become
pharisaical in our approach to applying it.
Much has been said already regarding the Sh’ma, the word echad and its
meaning of a composite oneness, etc., so I will not address this at all. Please
refer to some of the other excellent treatments of this aspect of the first
sentence in this passage, such as Arnold Fruchtenbaum’s work on this topic.
(http://lmgtfy.com/?q=arnold+fruchtenbaum+echad)
The Primary Understanding of the Verse
I would add that the primary understanding of this passage is to love God with all
that we have, put his words in our heart and our mind, teach God’s word to our
children, and let our relationship with God and the knowledge of His word
permeate our entire life, setting up reminders to help us remember God daily.
This is the beginning of wisdom, and is the essential first understanding of this
passage. The following treatise on this passage will show that, like much of
scripture, there is an even deeper understanding of God’s word to us here. Like
the layers of an onion, God’s word often has layers of understanding. Building
on the foundation of the primary understanding of the passage, what is
discussed here may actually be more essential to truly living out the commands
of this verse than the primary understanding is.
Proof of this may lie in the fact that Jews around the world have tried to
understand and live out this passage without embracing Jesus as an integral part
of the passage, and because of this have failed to benefit from it to the degree
that God wants us to. They have failed to connect with God and have a close
relationship with God as Christians have. The following treatise will attempt to
begin to crack open this aspect of the passage so that we can see into it more
deeply, revealing the depth and the riches of God’s word to us, and the essential
nature that Jesus plays in understanding and applying this passage to our lives.
My Hope
It is my hope that your life and your relationship with God will be transformed by
your reading of this short treatise. If that is not the case when you get to the
end of this, then I have failed you, and I ask your forgiveness for failing to carry
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you deeper into the word of God. That is certainly my intention, and my prayer
for you now is that God would open your mind and your heart to hear Him, truly
hear Him speaking to you in these pages.
I have left room on the pages for making notes. So please make notes as you go
along. Write down anything God shows you or reveals to you. This is a practice
that will serve you well over the years of your life, and I cannot recommend it
highly enough.
At the end of each section I have included a prayer. Feel free to pray this prayer,
or to pray your own prayer as God leads you, asking Him to apply His truth to
your life, helping you to become the man or woman of God He has created you
and called you to be, growing in His grace, and walking more closely in fellowship
with Him. I have also included a few verses of scripture at the end as well. There
are many more that I could have included, and I encourage you to go online and
search for additional verses on the chapter, and write down the ones that God
speaks to you through.
My Prayer for You
May God our Father richly bless you, and may the following words go deep into
your soul, mind and spirit, transforming and renewing you by the power of God’s
Holy Spirit. May God Himself speak to you through the words of these pages,
and may your walk with Him never be the same after you have read these pages.
I pray that your understanding of God would be increased, your relationship with
Him renewed, and that a fresh revelation of Jesus Christ will be brought to you by
God’s Spirit. May God become more real to you than ever before, and may your
walk with Him grow closer each day. In Jesus name I pray. Amen.
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2
Hear
“Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is one! You shall love
the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your might. These words, which I am commanding you
today, shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to
your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and
when you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you
rise up. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand and they shall
be as frontals on your forehead. You shall write them on the
doorposts of your house and on your gates.” (Deuteronomy 6:4-9)
When watching scary movies, I sometimes find myself yelling at the person in
the movie, you know, the scantly clad young girl about to go down into the
basement where the screams are coming from. “Don’t go down there”, I usually
yell, or something like that. But she can’t hear me, after all, it’s just a movie.
And even if she could hear me, if she is like most people, odds are she wouldn’t
believe me. She would still decide to go down into the basement to her doom.
The above Deuteronomy passage starts with God’s first command to us – “Listen
to Me.”
Listen to Me
God starts out by telling us to hear Him. “Hear O Israel”. Listen. God’s first
command to us is to listen. Listen to Him. Listen to the testimony of all of the
things He created that speak of Him and His awesome nature, His power, His
wisdom, His intelligence, and His abilities. Listen to His word, the Bible. Listen to
His Son, Jesus. Listen to His Spirit. Listen to His prophets. Etc. But most of us
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are like the girl in the scary movie. We can’t help ourselves. We don’t listen,
can’t hear, and simply must find out for ourselves what is down in the basement.
So what does it mean to “hear”?
When someone says to us, “You are not hearing me”, they are usually not saying
that our ears are not working. The sound waves are going into our ears, and the
signals from our ears are going to our brain. Our auditory system is functioning
as designed. When someone says “You are not hearing me” to us, it usually
means that we are not responding to what they are saying as they desire us to.
We are not “doing” what they want us to do, what they are telling us to do. To
them, it is as though we are ignoring them. To “hear” in the sense that God is
using the word in this passage, involves three steps – it is to listen, to believe,
and to act. It may even not involve our actual ears. We could be deaf, and still
hear from God, by reading His word for example. So if God is telling us to “hear
Him”, what does He want us to hear?
God Speaks
God speaks to us in many ways. He uses the spoken word and His written word
(the Bible). We can hear Him speaking when looking at the magnificent design of
an animal, when pondering the vastness of the cosmos, by examining the
complexity of the microscopic world, through studying the way DNA works, or
experiencing love, etc, etc, etc…..there are many ways that God speaks to us, too
numerous to list. Some have even said that the entire universe tells us of the
glory of God and His greatness. In Psalm 19 we read:
The heavens are telling of the glory of God; and their expanse is declaring the
work of His hands. Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night reveals
knowledge. (Psalm 19:1-2)
All of creation speaks to us about God. But often our condition keeps us from
understanding what creation is saying to us about God. So to help us understand
Him more clearly, God gave us the Old Testament Bible. But even with Moses
and the prophets, the Psalms and the Proverbs, we were still having trouble
comprehending Him, as evidenced by the history of Israel. So God sent us His
Son, and Jesus literally explained God to us. His words and the words of His
followers became the New Testament. God became a man, and literally spoke
to us, to enable us to clearly “hear” what He wants us to hear. And who did He
come to earth and speak to?
To the Jew First
God came to speak to all of us, but He first spoke to Israel. In Romans chapter 1
we read that “the gospel is the power of God unto salvation, to the Jew first and
also to the gentile.” God came down to earth, became a man, and literally spoke
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to Israel. Did they “hear” Him? According to eyewitness accounts, a few
believed, but most did not. One of the things he said was that Israel no longer
has a monopoly on God. Jesus kicked the door open so that all people can come
to God now through Him, regardless of race, nationality, gender, etc. Jesus knew
it was His time to go when the gentiles started asking for Him.
“Now there were some Greeks among those who were going up to
worship at the feast; these then came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida
of Galilee, and began to ask him, saying, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” Philip
came and told Andrew; Andrew and Philip came and told Jesus. And Jesus
answered them, saying, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be
glorified.”” (John 12:20-23)
God has spoken to us, in many ways, and in these last days He has spoken to us
in His Son, the man Jesus, the Messiah. What are some of the things that God
says when He speaks to us?
The Torah, the Prophets, and the Writings
Starting in Genesis, God says He created the heavens and the earth. He created
all of the life on our planet. He separated light from darkness, water from dry
ground, heaven from earth. He created man, male and female, in His image. He
gave us work. He created marriage and family. And He promised us a savior to
rescue us from our sins. He gave us the Ten Commandments, the very basis of
human civilization planet-wide. And He gave us countless pictures of the coming
Messiah in the form of the tabernacle, the Leviticus 23 feasts, hundreds of verses
of scripture, stories, prophecies, proverbs, psalms, etc. The entire Old
Testament speaks of Jesus. It is quite amazing.
God Shows Up in Person
Then Jesus, the Messiah, God’s only Son, arrives on earth, and we see God
walking and talking among us. He explains God to us. John says of Jesus in
chapter one of his gospel that “We beheld His glory, glory as of the only begotten
of the Father, full of grace and truth”. John adds that, “No one has seen God, but
the only begotten of God has explained Him.” Later in Jesus’s story, when officers
are sent to arrest Jesus, they return empty handed and their explanation is,
“Never has a man spoken the way this man speaks.” (John 7:46) God was
speaking directly to us. And we have much of it recorded in the pages of the
New Testament.
If you have never read the four gospels in the New Testament for yourself, or if it
has been a long time since you did, I urge you to stop reading this right now and
go read what God said to us when He was here. God’s words that are recorded
in the four gospels in the New Testament are the most incredible words that
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have ever been written in all of history. There is nothing that even comes close
to comparison. Maybe that is because they are the very words of God, spoken
directly to us. There is a creator that made us, and made the entire universe,
and He wrote a book which is intended to explain Himself and life to us. And at
one point, He actually came to earth and what He said while He was here is
recorded in that book. I think this is a book that we might want to read. When I
read the gospels for the first time in my early twenties, I thought that it was the
best material I had ever read. I wanted to know who had been keeping it from
me all of my life, and why I had not been told about it before. This Man Jesus
changed my life forever. His words are still transforming me to this day. The
four gospels are the most significant written documents on our planet, and have
probably impacted more people and done more good than everything else
combined.
The Bible
So while the entire creation is “speaking” to us about God, the clearest
“speaking” that we have at our disposal is God’s word, the Old and New
Testaments. The Torah is there. The Prophets and the writings are there. The
life of Jesus is recorded in the four Gospels. The Acts of the Apostles and the
Apostle’s letters are recorded there. In it, God tells us about Himself. He speaks
about us and our lives. In it He distinguishes between right and wrong. He
informs us that we were created by Him, male and female, in His image. He
explains to us why there is evil in the world (sin). He answers many of the
questions that we have about Him and how we are to live our lives, treat others,
etc. It is the most comprehensive document on the planet in this regards. And
as soon as we think we have learned everything it has to say, a new room opens
up, and like a spelunker discovering a new magnificent room in the caverns he
has been exploring, God shines light in a new place in His word and we see things
we have never noticed before, even though we may have read it a hundred
times before.
Hearing Begins with Learning
The first aspect of truly “hearing” is to learn the content. To let it into our
brains, pay attention to it, wrestle with it, question it, and so on, until we
understand it. The goal of phase one of “hearing” is to let the content in and
grasp it with our minds. The Holy Spirit plays a key role in this aspect of hearing.
Without the work of the Spirit in us to “give us ears to hear”, the word of God
appears as foolishness to us, particularly the gospel message. While this step
can often require intellectual effort on our part, it is often more a matter of the
will. God’s word, and the gospel, for the most part, can be understood by
anyone – God is very straightforward, and the Spirit wants us to hear. When we
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do not “hear” God’s word, it is usually because we do not want to hear God’s
word.
The Opposite of Hearing
“Earth's crammed with Heaven, and every common bush afire with God; but only
he who sees takes off his shoes.”
Elizabeth Barrett Browning
At this point, it is important to note that the opposite of “hearing” is ignoring.
Ignoring His word, ignoring the evidence of creation, ignoring the evidence all
around us in the lives of others and the relationships we have with them. Either
we are not listening at all, or maybe our ears are closed or the wires between
them and our brain are down, or perhaps the information got in but we do not
like the content or disagree with it, so we choose to ignore it. There are many
reasons people do not even get past step one of “hearing”. Hearing is a choice
that each of us must make. Some have even said that Jesus spoke in parables so
that people could choose to hear, or choose not to hear, the message from God
that He brought to us. We are first faced with the choice of whether or not to
hear at all, and many do not ever get past this point. But assuming that we have
accomplished step one, we have heard, the content has made it into our brain,
and we comprehend it on some level, we now find ourselves at the second level
of “hearing”. What do we do with what we have heard?
Hearing is Believing
Once the word of God enters a man, that man has choices to make. Back to the
story of the girl in the scary movie, it doesn’t help her unless she hears me say
“Don’t go down there,” and believes that what I am saying is true. If she
disagrees with me, as many disagree with what God says, then she will head on
down to the basement where the monster is waiting to devour her. Her
disagreement led to her demise. When we hear from God in some way, if we
accept the content, and believe the message that the content delivers, there
now is the possibility of it impacting us in a positive way. There is much debate
over our ability to believe, how it is accomplished, and whether we have a choice
in the matter or not. For the sake of this discussion, let us assume that in some
way we have a choice regarding whether or not to believe the message we have
heard. The choice is ours to make, whether to believe God, or not to believe
God.
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As an example, let’s take the simple message that Jesus was the son of God, sent
to earth to take away the sins of the world:
“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.” (John 3:16)
We can either believe this, or not. If we believe it, we are well on our way to
avoiding the basement in the scary movie, so to speak, and living to the end of
the movie. If we do not believe it, then we are headed to the basement where
the monster lies in wait in our scary movie analogy, and it is highly doubtful we
will make it to the end of the movie alive. The second level of “hearing” is to
believe the message. In Isaiah 53, the writer asks, “Who has believed our report,
and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?” God knew that many
would choose not to believe Jesus’s words. God knew this even back in Isaiah’s
day, hundreds of years before Jesus showed up. Isaiah is a book in the Bible that
is loaded with references to Jesus, the coming Messiah, and the dead sea scrolls
verified that this book was beyond any shadow of doubt written before Jesus
was even born. So the second aspect of “hearing” is to believe what we have
heard, to agree with it. We do not have to understand it fully at this point, but
we believe it and trust it to be the truth.
Hearing is Acting
The third and final aspect of biblical “hearing” as used by God in this verse is to
act on what we have heard and believed. It is to take a step of faith. To trust
what we have received, and to trust that it is true to the point that we are now
willing to act on it, and then to do so.
The story is told of two men in a city who watched the weather before leaving
for work one day. The weather report called for a 100% chance of rain. Both
men got ready for work, and as they headed out the door, one man grabbed an
umbrella and a raincoat. The other man did not. Which man “heard” (believed
and trusted) the weather report that morning? The one who took the umbrella
and took action based on what he heard.
True “hearing” should result in action on our part, in some way. Often it causes
a change in our current course of action, as opposed to creating a brand new
action, but it can result in either.
To wrap up the scary movie analogy, imagine if somehow the young woman at
the top of the stairs, about to go down into the dark basement, could hear me
yelling at her not to go down there. Imagine that she changed her mind, and did
not become the next victim of the monster in the basement. Ridiculous, but not
really.
God Writes Himself Into the Script
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It is as though we are all living in our own version of a scary movie, and God is
warning us of the dangers that await for us in the script. He has placed his
warnings in everything around us – there are clues everywhere, but we are
oblivious to them. So He sends us new warnings through Moses and the
prophets, He sends us stories that illustrate what He is trying to tell us, but it is
still not enough. We still cannot hear the message or understand its meaning.
We are so oblivious that He writes himself into the script. “Surely,” He thinks,”If
I go to them myself by sending them My Son, they will listen to Him.” And Jesus
enters the movie, and interacts with the Jews. But the majority continue to
follow the script and head down to the basement. Only a handful of the Jews
believe Him. Then He extends His message to others, into all of the other movies
that are running (so to speak), and warn all of the actors in our analogy, on a
worldwide scale, not just the ones in the movie about Israel. Maybe the analogy
is not so ridiculous.
God has written Himself into the movie of our life to warn us that without Him,
we are going to die and spend eternity apart from Him. Scary movies work
because in some respects they are the truth. There really is a monster waiting
for us in the basement of death. And the only way to avoid it is to believe Jesus,
to have faith. This verse begins by telling us to hear, to hear God, to hear the
message His Son brought us, to believe it, and to act on it. Listen, believe, act.
Who are You Listening To
Have you “heard” God’s message, or would God look you in the eyes and say to
you, “You are not hearing me!” Do we agree with the message God gives us, or
are we more inclined to believe the messages of the world? Did God create the
heavens and the earth as He said He did, or do you believe some other
explanation? Did He make us in His image male and female, or do you believe
there are more than two genders? Is marriage between a man and a woman, as
God defined it, or are there other possibilities in your mind? And what of the
Ten Commandments – do you think adultery is okay? What about lying?
Stealing? Coveting? And what of the man Christ Jesus, do you believe His
report? Do you believe His words? Have you acted on them, or are you ignoring
Him and His message?
While Deuteronomy 6 was originally written to the Hebrews as they were leaving
Egypt and moving into the Promised Land, it is also meant for us today. God is
telling us to hear Him now, before it is too late and we go down into the
basement and are devoured. What is stopping you? What is holding you back
from “hearing” God today? If you want to have a better end to your life story,
and avoid the judgment of God that is currently in the script of our lives, join me
in this short prayer.
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Lord God almighty, I hear you. I hear you calling me, warning me, that a
life lived without you is a life that is empty, devoid of meaning, ending in
tragedy. I believe in You. I believe in Your Son, Jesus, and trust my life to
Him. I confess with my mouth that Jesus is the Son of God, died for my
sins, rose from the dead on the third day, and is seated at the right hand
of God the Father, where He makes intercession for us. Save me from my
sins and from the judgment that I deserve. I hear You, I believe You, and I
will act on this belief starting today. Change the story of my life to be a
good story of life, filled with joy and peace, rather than a life of tragedy,
filled with disappointment, death, and destruction. I ask these things in
the name of Jesus. Amen.
“So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”
Romans 10:17
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3
O Israel
“Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is one! You shall love
the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your might. These words, which I am commanding you
today, shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to
your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and
when you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you
rise up. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand and they shall
be as frontals on your forehead. You shall write them on the
doorposts of your house and on your gates.” (Deuteronomy 6:4-9)
God became a man, and literally spoke to us, to enable us to clearly “hear” what
He wants us to hear. And who did He come to earth to speak to?
Israel. “Hear, O Israel.” The Israelites were the people of God, and represent the
people of God today in the context of this verse. This is not to say that God is
finished with the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, because He is not.
But that is a topic for another discussion. For the sake of this discussion, Israel
represents those who would follow God today, and be or become His chosen
people on earth at any given time. The Hebrews are officially God’s chosen
people for all time, but their story has diverged from the rest of humanity after
Jesus showed up and they rejected Him. They have been locked up in
disobedience until the times of the Gentiles is fulfilled, at which point they will
be reactivated so to speak, and come back online as God’s people – I can’t wait.
(Romans chapters 10-11)
But for now, the command for Israel to “Hear” is given to everyone, to all
people, Jew and Gentile, male and female, barbarian and civilized, black and
white, etc. God speaks to all people, in the hope that ALL will hear Him, believe
3/5/2019

Page 12 of 70

Him, and be saved from the coming judgment. Deuteronomy 6 is a call to all
people to “hear” God. And those who have “heard”, in the biblical sense of
understanding, believing, and acting on the words of God, are the followers of
God, like Israel was literally following Him in the wilderness when they left Egypt.
So what does it take to become a follower?
Passover
The Hebrews had been delivered from Egypt by God just before God gave these
words to Moses. God delivered them from their slavery to Pharaoh. This is the
story of the ten plagues and Moses crying out to Pharaoh to “Let My people go,”
played so well by Charleton Heston in the movie ‘The Ten Commandments”. Of
course Pharaoh would not let them go until after the final plague occurred,
which was the passing over of the angel of death. This story can be found in the
book of Exodus, and it is so gripping that it is hard to put down once you start
reading it. If you have not ever read it for yourself, or if it has been a long time
since you did, please stop reading this and read it now for the benefit of the
following discussion. (if you do not have a Bible, you can find the bible online or
on your phone for free)
So Israel had become slaves in Egypt for 400 years. That is a long time to be in
slavery, twice as long as blacks were enslaved in the US. Because they had been
in slavery for so long, slavery had become a way of life to them after 400 years.
There was a lot of momentum to be slaves, to think like slaves, to remain slaves.
Moses had fled Egypt, because he tried to rescue the Hebrews in his own
strength, killing an Egyptian in the process. God has exiled Moses in the
wilderness for a time, where Moses meets God personally, and is given a
mission.
God sends Moses back to Egypt, and his mission from God is to set Israel free. It
is time to get the Hebrews out of slavery. Moses is successful, and the Hebrews
are now wandering in the wilderness, between their slavery to Egypt, and the
coming freedom of life in the promised land. They are stuck in no man’s land, so
to speak. And God says “Hear me, Israel.”
Our Passover Story
Similarly, we were born into the world innocent little babies, hardly a thought in
our heads, but before long we have become slaves to sin, just as Israel became
slaves to Egypt. And just as he Hebrews built temples and monuments to the
false gods of Egypt during their slavery to Pharaoh, so we were building temples
and monuments in our life to the false gods of sin and idolatry during our slavery
to sin. And as Moses came to Egypt to set the Hebrews free, so Jesus has come
to us to set us free from our slavery to sin.
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The Hebrews had been slaves for a long time though, (400 years), and it was not
long in the wilderness before they started to want to go back into slavery to
Pharaoh. They even talk about remembering the good old days of slavery when
they had plenty to eat, etc. (Exodus 16:3) Hard to believe, but true. Similarly,
before Jesus shows up in our lives, we have been slaves to sin since birth – it’s all
we know. And when Jesus delivers us from sin, it is usually not very long before
we start to pine for the good old days of slavery to sin in some way. Also hard to
believe, but true for many.
So the message of Deuteronomy 6 today is specifically directed toward those of
us who have been set free from slavery to sin, by Jesus. The Israelites of the Old
Testament were like an analogy that God put in history to teach us today how
we are to live. They were real people, and the story really happened as it is
recorded in God’s word. And God is not finished with the Jews, they still have a
very big part to play in His grand scheme of things. It is only a temporary pause,
in order for other people to have a chance to get right with God. But for our
purposes in this discussion, the rest of this verse is directed at those who have
been delivered from sin by Jesus Christ, the Messiah of Israel. That is who God is
speaking to today.
Where are You Living Today
Have you personally left Egypt, or are you still a slave to sin? If you are still living
in Egypt, in sin, why? What is keeping you there? Has Jesus set you free? Do you
want Him to set you free, just as Moses set the Hebrews free? Or maybe you find
yourself in the wilderness now, longing for the good old days back in Egypt,
when life was fun. Your life now is drab by comparison. What sins of the past
seem to pull on you the most, tempting you to go back to Egypt? Maybe you
are stuck in the wilderness and are ready to move on into the Promised Land,
but you seem to be stuck in life. What is it that is keeping you stuck in the
wilderness? Why have you not crossed over into the Promised Land in your life?
Are you looking forward to your future life in the Promised Land, or are you still
looking back at your old life in Egypt and wanting to go back, like the Hebrews
did?
After we hear, believe, and act on what we heard and believed, God is now our
God, and we are now His people. We now belong to Him, like Israel belonged to
God in the story. Have you made God your God? Have you been born again into
the new life that Jesus offers us? You can be free from slavery to sin, just as the
Hebrews became free from slavery to Pharaoh. Let Jesus, the new Moses, come
into your life and set you free. Pray this prayer with me now:
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Lord Jesus, I am a sinner, and have been bound by sin my entire life. I
believe in you, that you have the power to set me free, just as Moses set
the Hebrews free from the house of slavery in Egypt. Set me free Jesus.
Set me free from my sins and the grip that they have on my life. Deliver
me from the house of slavery, and cause me to walk in newness of life.
Help me to let go of my past, and to not look on it fondly, but to see it for
what it really was, slavery. Teach me to set my gaze upon you now,
rather than looking back into my sinful past. I want to pass through this
wilderness, and get to the Promised Land. Take me there Jesus, that I
may walk with you all the days of my life in freedom and newness of life,
by the power of your Holy Spirit. Set me free, set me free, Lord Jesus set
me free, from this body of sin and death set me free. In Jesus Name I
pray. Amen.
“Now there was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the
Jews; this man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know
that You have come from God as a teacher; for no one can do these signs
that You do unless God is with him.” Jesus answered and said to him,
“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the
kingdom of God.””
John 3:1-3
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4
The Lord our God, the Lord is One
“Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is one! You shall
love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your might. These words, which I am commanding
you today, shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently
to your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and
when you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you
rise up. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand and they shall
be as frontals on your forehead. You shall write them on the
doorposts of your house and on your gates.” (Deuteronomy 6:4-9)
My father died last Thursday. He died on Valentine’s Day. It was a very sad
moment for me, because the Lord was NOT his God. The day before he went
into hospice, never to really be clearheaded again, I had an hour and a half of
time with him, one on one, and we talked about this exact topic, among other
things. I urged him to make God his God. But he would not, and he passed
through the doorway of death into a Christ-less and Godless eternity, as far as
we know. There is no reason to think otherwise.
Serving Idols
His entire life had been lived for other gods, the false gods of the land, the idols
of our day. He was not a bad person. Most would say he was a good person,
kind, gentle, friendly to all. He was very smart and did well in school and in
business. He married and had children – I am his oldest of three sons. Later in
his life, after both of my grandfathers were gone, he divorced our mother, the
wife of his youth, to marry a woman half his age. It turns out he had been having
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affairs for decades, and this woman that he was currently fooling around with
gave him an ultimatum, which he took. After that decision, he continued to
make additional bad decisions, until at the end of his life, he concluded that
death was his best option, so he chose to go into hospice rather than dialysis,
and now he is gone. So what happened to Dad? Where did he go wrong? A
smart good-looking guy, with a great family, a great job, plenty of intelligence.
What went wrong?
But God
Somewhere along the way, before I was even born, he lost his faith in God, if he
ever had it to begin with. When I came into the world, he was an atheist Jew,
occasionally going to Temple simply to make my grandparents happy. My
brothers and I went as well, we learned Hebrew and were Bar Mitzvah, etc. But
we carried his atheism in our lives as well, just as he, and our Reformed Rabbi
had taught us. “There is no God”, we were taught. And we believed them, so we
lived according to the ways of the world, according to the idols of the day, rather
than for God. Serving the false gods of our present day Egypt, we were slaves in
the house of Pharaoh, just like our ancestors, just like our Dad and Rabbi.
But God.
And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you formerly
walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of
the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of
disobedience. Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our
flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by
nature children of wrath, even as the rest.
But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He
loved us, even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive
together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up
with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so
that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace
in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved
through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a
result of works, so that no one may boast. (Ephesians 2:1-9)
God intervened in my life when I was in college, and I was born again. My life
would never be the same. God became my God, and I his son. I was changed so
dramatically over the next decades by God’s Holy Spirit working thru God’s word
in my life, that people who knew me before, and hear about me now, cannot
believe that it is the same person. I have literally been transformed, and
continue to be transformed, by the renewing of my mind, as Romans 12:1-2
says. What does it mean for the Lord to be our God, and for the Lord to be one?
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Sh’ma Yisrael, Adonai Eloheinu, Adonai Echad!
“Hear O’Israel, the Lord our God, The Lord is one.” These are God’s words to us.
It is called the Sh’ma in Hebrew. Every Jew in the world knows it by heart, or at
least should. But do they believe it, or are they like my Dad, in denial, serving
other false gods? He said the Sh’ma his entire life. Did he believe it? Did he live
it out? It has been said that we do what we want to do in life, ultimately. We
act on our true beliefs, not on what we say necessarily. If God is our God, our
one and only God, then our life will reflect this in our actions, our decisions, etc.
Every aspect of our life will testify eventually of whether or not God is our one
and only God, or if we have others.
We may profess to be Christians and believe in God, but if we are cheating on
our spouse, we have another god that we are listening to as well. We do not just
have one god. We have at least two in this case. Or maybe we claim to be
followers of Jesus, but feel gay marriage is okay, even though God makes it
perfectly clear that marriage is only between one man and one woman.
Abortion, no-fault divorce, greed, lust, careerism, evolutionism, worship of
family, worship of possessions, there are many false gods in the world today.
They abound. The list would be pages long if we tried to list them all here. As a
comparison, abortion is like the child sacrifice to Molech that we read about in
the pages of scripture, just more sanitized and done in a clinic with knives rather
than on an altar with fire. Sacrificing our children to the god of sex.
One God.
The first commandment is you shall have no other gods but Me. God said this to
Moses. And it is where we often go wrong. We do not make God our God, and
in God’s place we worship the false gods of our day. The Hebrews were coming
out of Egypt, a land whose people served many gods, and they were going into
Canaan, where the people also served many false gods. God is warning the
Hebrews, just as He warns us, to not go after the false gods of the land. Today
God is warning us, as Christians, that we are going to be living in a land where
the people have many false gods, and He warns us to avoid them as well, just as
He warned the Hebrews. One God, no others.
Many people question the trinity at this point, and much has been written on
this. Briefly, Echad is a composite oneness, like three strands that make one
rope. God is God the Father, seated in heaven, omniscient, omnipresent,
gigantic probably, etc. Jesus is God incarnate, God walking among us, a man. He
is now seated at the right hand of the Father, but for a short time He walked
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among us and taught about God – amazing if you think about it – that God
actually became one of us so He could better interact with us. Jesus is the image
of God, the action of God, God in the flesh. And the Holy Spirit is the part of
God that indwells those who believe, to help us and to lead us as we live our
lives. The Spirit is like the voice of God, the power of God in our lives. He helps
us.
It is all God, just manifest in different ways in order to accommodate us. Like
the cloud by day and the fire by night when the Hebrews were fleeing from
Egypt, God manifests Himself as needed so that we can follow Him. But it’s
pretty hard to get up close and personal with a pillar of fire or a cloud. So God
became a man, so that we could get up close and personal, so that He could get
up close and personal with us. There are many books on the trinity, as well as
online articles that go much deeper than I have gone here, so please feel free to
do your own study on this if you need more info on this.
Our God.
Not only must we acknowledge that there is only the one true God, but we must
make God our own. “The Lord our God.” We make Him ours by faith. Before
Messiah came, this was done thru temple worship. When Jesus was here, he
made some changes, and opened the door to everyone – to anyone who
believes in Him.
“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.” (John
3:16)
Faith in Jesus is all that is required for God to become our God now. Jesus is the
only way for God to become “our” God:
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes
to the Father but through Me.” (John 14:6)
Jesus is the way to God, for the Lord to become “our” God. When God is our
God, that means we belong to Him. He owns us. The Bible says that we have
been bought with a price:
For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.
(1 Corinthians 6:20)
God bought us, and the payment was the sacrifice of His son on the cross. We
enter into this relationship by faith.
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Our Father
When we believe in Jesus, we are born again, and we are transferred from the
kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of light. He is now our Father and we are
His sons. Jesus even told us to refer to Him as Father when He taught us to pray
(Matthew 6:9-13). Our earthly fathers might abandon us or disappoint us, but
our heavenly Father will never abandon, never let us down, never forsake us, or
leave us alone. He is always with us. We are in His hand always, and nothing can
snatch us out of it or separate us from God’s love. In Romans 8 we read:
“And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to
those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. For
those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to
the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many
brethren; and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these
whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also
glorified.
What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against
us? He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all,
how will He not also with Him freely give us all things? Who will bring a
charge against God’s elect? God is the one who justifies; who is the one
who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised,
who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. Who will
separate us from the love of Christ? Will tribulation, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? Just as it is
written,
“For Your sake we are being put to death all day long; We were
considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”
But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who
loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor
height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us
from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:28-39)
Our Reason to Live
Hear O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. When the Lord is our God, to
the exclusion of all of the other false gods, we are placing our life in His care.
Our reason for living is no longer placed in anything here on earth. It is “hidden
with Christ in God” now (Colossians 3:3), and nothing can take it away. The
world and old age took away the things that my earthly father lived for, and he
no longer wanted to live. When God is our reason for living, when our life is in
Him, our reason for living is safe and nothing can take it away. Nothing can take
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away our will to live. There is an old saying regarding the persecution of the
Chinese church that I heard a preacher share once – it goes something like this:
“If you threaten me and tell me not to preach, I will reply, “We must obey
God rather than men.” (Acts 5:29) If you mock me and beat me, I “will
rejoice that I have been considered worthy to suffer shame for His
name.” (Acts 5:41) If you take away all that I have, I will say, “I count all
things loss for the sake of Christ.” (Phil 3:8) If you arrest me and throw
me in prison, and I will share my faith with the other prisoners and
convert them and all your guards to Christianity. (Acts 16:22-34) If you
torture me, I will say you have given me “the crown of life which the Lord
has promised to those who love Him.” (James 1:12) If you kill me, I will
say, I go to be with my Savior, for “to live is Christ, to die is gain!” (Phil
1:21)
(Author Unknown)
When the Lord is our God, we never lose the will to live because we realize that
we are already dead. We “have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I
who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.” (Galatians
2:20)” The Sh’ma is about armoring our life against all things, even death. God
commands us to have no other gods because of the damage they will eventually
do to us, and to the lives of the people around us. There is nothing in the Bible
that is not there for a good reason, and this includes the Sh’ma. God has our
best interest at heart. He wants what is best for us. And he starts out by telling
us that the best thing for us is for our life to be built on Him and Him alone.
Is the Lord Your God
Have you taken that step of faith yet? Is the Lord your God? Are you serving
other gods, the gods of the land? They are cruel, heartless gods who will
eventually sacrifice you and all that you love on their altar, just as dad was. I kid
you not. You think I am joking, exaggerating, going too far – I am not. I just
watched it happen, and it couldn’t have happened to a nicer guy. Don’t let it
happen to you. I urge you to turn from your idols and serve the Lord, the one
true God. When Jesus was here, He said:
“So Jesus said to them again, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of
the sheep. All who came before Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep
did not hear them. I am the door; if anyone enters through Me, he will be
saved, and will go in and out and find pasture. The thief comes only to
steal and kill and destroy; I came that they may have life, and have it
abundantly.” (John 10:7-10)
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Jesus is the way in to a relationship with God, just as a door is the way in to a
house. He is the only way in to the Father. The only way to make the Lord our
God. The only way to keep the Sh’ma. It is not complicated. All we have to do is
believe. If you are ready to take this step, and armor your life against even
death, guaranteeing yourself eternity with God, please join me in this prayer:
Lord God almighty, I have sinned against you and served the false gods of
my day. I repent, and turn away from these false gods, and I turn to You,
the one and only true God. Let me come in to You by way of your Son
Jesus, the Way, the Truth, and the Life. Enable me to walk through the
Door, Jesus Christ, into a relationship with you. I want to do this today. I
want to be free from serving the false gods and idols of my past. I want
to serve you now. I want to be free in Christ to know you. I now say that
“The Lord is my God, my one and only God.” There are no other true
gods. You alone are God. Thank you for this moment in my life. In Jesus
Name I pray. Amen.
“Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord
And whose trust is the Lord.”
Jeremiah 17:7
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5
Love the Lord Your God with all of your Heart
“Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is one! You shall
love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your might. These words, which I am commanding
you today, shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently
to your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and
when you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you
rise up. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand and they shall
be as frontals on your forehead. You shall write them on the
doorposts of your house and on your gates.” (Deut 6:4-9)
What does it mean to love the Lord your God with all of your heart, soul and
might? Does it mean we do extraordinary things for God? Does it mean we sell
all that we possess and dedicate our lives to serving the poor? Does it mean we
quit our job and go into full time missions? Maybe so. But I suspect for many of
us, extreme answers like this are not what God is saying here or calling us to do.
So what is God telling us in these words that He gave to Moses to give to us?
What does it mean to love God with all of our heart, soul and might?
Simon and the Prostitute
There is a story in the New Testament where Jesus enters someone’s house, and
a prostitute is there and runs to him and begins kissing his feet, wiping them
with her tears and drying them with her hair. The owner of the house knows this
woman, that she is a prostitute (that in itself is perhaps another story) and he
takes offense that Jesus is letting her do this. Jesus responds to him, saying:
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“Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave Me no water for
My feet, but she has wet My feet with her tears and wiped them with her
hair. You gave Me no kiss; but she, since the time I came in, has not
ceased to kiss My feet. You did not anoint My head with oil, but she
anointed My feet with perfume. For this reason I say to you, her sins,
which are many, have been forgiven, for she loved much; but he who is
forgiven little, loves little.” (Luke 7:44-47)
Jesus is saying that the prostitute knew she was a sinner. Simon did not. If we
know we are sinners, really bad sinners, which we all are even though many of
us are in denial like Simon was, then we will love God with all that we have,
because we realize how much He has forgiven us. We cannot love God if we do
not think we are sinners in need of a savior. It is that simple.
“Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall.”
(Proverbs 16:18)
Loving God with all of our heart, soul and might begins with admitting we are
sinners and need Him to save us. It is the opposite of pride, and it begins with
realizing the depth of our depravity, with acknowledging that if the right
circumstances had occurred in my life, I could have been Hitler, Stalin, Chairman
Mao, Genghis Kahn, or just some guy on the news that robbed his fourth liquor
store in two weeks. It is only by God’s grace that I have not killed somebody by
now, or done worse. This is the beginning of loving God with all of our heart,
strength, soul, mind, and might, to realize that our depravity and capability for
evil is way beyond anything we can imagine.
Worse than We Can Imagine
I remember when I was first born again. I could barely believe I was forgiven,
that is how dark my past looked to me. When my eyes were opened and I could
see the depth of my sin and depravity, it was very hard for me to believe that I
could even be forgiven. It took roughly fifteen years for me to finally truly
believe I was forgiven. And I wasn’t that bad of a guy – I didn’t really do any of
the big sins, just the little stuff. Imagine what it must be like for people who
have committed really big, serious offenses, such as physically hurting or killing
others…..and now imagine that is you…..because in God’s eyes we are all that
bad. Loving God begins with realizing and embracing the horrible nature of our
sinfulness, and then realizing that God has forgiven us in Christ Jesus. He died on
our behalf, and paid the penalty for our sin.
More Loved and Forgiven than We Can Imagine
The second side of this coin is to realize that we are accepted by God and loved
by Him more than we can ever imagine. He has forgiven us beyond anything we
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can imagine. He loves us more than we realize it is even possible to be loved.
He loves us so much, that He gave us His Son, His only Son, and had Him die in
our place. We see the foreshadowing of this in the story of Abraham and Isaac,
when God asked Abraham to sacrifice Isaac (Genesis 21 and 22). But God stayed
his hand, and provided a ram in Isaac’s place. The ram represents the sacrifice of
God, Jesus, Who was to eventually come and die for the sins of the world. God
does not require a sacrifice from us, but rather makes the sacrifice for us, that in
Him we might have life everlasting.
When these two realizations come together, that we are more depraved than we
can ever imagine, and that we are more loved and forgiven than we can ever
imagine, we find ourselves weeping at Jesus feet, just as the prostitute in the
story does. She is overwhelmed. All of the sins she has committed – wiped
away, forgiven. And all of the sins committed against her have received justice
on the cross. She is fully loved unconditionally, regardless of who she is, what
she has done, what has been done to her, etc. Her entire life has been resolved
in Christ, and somehow she sees it before He has even been crucified. What an
amazing moment she must have experienced. No wonder she broke down. It is
just amazing to think about.
Why Did Jesus Have to Die
People often ask why Jesus had to die. Imagine someone brutally raped your
sister and mother, then brutally killed them, killed your dog, shot all of your
cows and chickens, burned your house down, dug up your yard with a backhoe,
then left. The perpetrator gets caught, goes to prison, and in prison he is born
again. Time goes by, and you both die. In heaven you run into each other. You
might say to him, “What the heck are you doing here, you rapist, you murderer.”
And he would answer back to you, “Jesus paid the penalty for my sin.”
That is why Jesus had to die, in order for there to be justice for what that man
did. Someone had to pay the price for there to be justice. This also illustrates
the depth of the payment that Jesus has made for us. Not only has He died to
wash away the sins that we have committed. He has also washed away the sins
that were committed against us, to the degree that we are not bothered by the
ex-rapist and ex-murderer we meet in heaven. This is so big that most of us
cannot get our minds around it. And if we do, we are perhaps reduced to tears
at the feet of Jesus, like the prostitute was.
Forgiveness and Justice
The prostitute in our story somehow was able to grasp this. She knew. She
knew sin. Imagine what had been done to her over the years by the men she
was with. And she understood that Jesus was going to make it all right again.
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There would not only be forgiveness, but there would also be justice. She
understood the depth and depravity of man way beyond anything Simon could
imagine. And all she could do is weep at Jesus’s feet. It is possible that she was
drying His feet with her hair because she accidentally cried on them
unintentionally, and was trying to dry them.
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God, with all thy heart, with all thy strength, and
with all thy might.” Do you know the depth of your depravity? Do you
understand that you are a sinner? Do you recognize your need for forgiveness?
Or are you more like Simon, I’m okay, you’re okay? Do you say to yourself, “I’m
not that bad of a person”, or do you weep and cry when you realize just how
sinful you are? What would it take for you to see the depth of your depravity?
What would reduce you to tears at the feet of Jesus? Do you want to love God?
Do you want to love Him with all of your heart, soul, and might? Then join me in
this prayer, as we ask God to make it so:
Lord God almighty, ruler of heaven and earth, creator and sustainer of life, I
come before you now and ask for the forgiveness of my sins. I pray that you
would show me the depth of my depravity apart from you. Make me to know
how others have felt when I sinned against them. Make me to feel as the
prostitute felt when she was crying at your feet. Deliver me from ever being like
Simon, thinking I am just fine thank you, and in need of nothing, when in reality I
am miserable and blind and wretched. Deliver me Lord God from the smug
thinking that causes men to ignore your voice. Let me hear you. Let me hear
from heaven. Speak to me Lord. Show up right now in my life, just as you
showed up in the prostitute’s life. And let me fall at your feet, weeping and
sobbing, drying your feet with my hair. I owe you so much. Apart from you I am
dead in my trespasses and our sins. Don’t ever let me forget that truth. And out
of this knowledge of the depths of my need for you, may my love grow. May it
grow and grow and grow until it is like a giant oak tree, planted beside the
water. Fill me with your love, even now, and enable me to truly love you with all
of my heart, all of my soul, and all of my might. For it is in Jesus Name we pray.
Amen.
“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,”
Romans 3:23
For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus
our Lord.
Romans 6:23
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“But when the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they
gathered themselves together. One of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question,
testing Him, “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” And He
said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all
your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the great and foremost commandment.
The second is like it, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two
commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets.”
Matthew 22:34-40
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6
These Words Shall Be Upon Your Heart
“Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is one! You shall love
the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your might. These words, which I am commanding you
today, shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to
your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and
when you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you
rise up. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand and they shall
be as frontals on your forehead. You shall write them on the
doorposts of your house and on your gates.” (Deuteronomy 6:4-9)
“In the beginning was the Word. And the Word was with God. And the Word
was God.” This is the opening verse to the book of John. To Many, John chapter
one is the most glorious passage of scripture. I would even go so far as to say it
may be the greatest fragment of writing that the world has ever been given.
There is no piece of writing that compares to it. If you have never read it, or if it
has been a while since you last did, please stop reading this and read John
Chapter one now before going on.
The Blood of the Lamb
When the Hebrews were trying to get free from Egypt, and Pharaoh would not
let them go, God performed one last plague to cause Pharaoh to release his
Israelite slaves. God was in essence asking him to let his work force go, which
would result in a massive economic collapse, and Pharaoh had been reticent to
comply. But this last plague was different than the others. It was much more
serious. It was the angel of death.
3/5/2019

Page 28 of 70

Passover was born in blood. First there is the blood that was shed in the killing
of the lambs the day before the Passover. Then there was the painting of the
blood of the lamb on the doorposts of the houses of the Hebrew homes. God
instructed them to do this so that the angel of death would pass over their
homes and spare them the judgment that was coming upon the earth that night
in Egypt. Then there was the blood of the Egyptian dead, all of the first born
males, of man and beast. It was the blood spilled on Passover that led to our
ancestors deliverance. Without the shedding of blood, there would have been
no deliverance. The previous plagues were bad, sure, but nobody died, there
was no blood spilled.
It was the blood that set us free finally. The blood of the lamb that had been
sacrificed the day before saved the Hebrew homes from being impacted by the
angel of death. The lamb’s blood on the doorpost of their homes kept the angel
of death away. He passed over their home when he saw the blood of the lamb.
The Lamb of God
When John saw Jesus coming to be baptized, he said, “Behold the lamb of God,
that takes away the sins of the world.” Let that sink in for a minute…….Stop
reading and let God speak to you about the Lamb of God, who takes away the
sins of the world. Your sins. Taken away. By a Lamb. Hmmmmm.
“And the word became flesh and dwelt among us. And we beheld His
glory, glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.”
(John 1:14)
Jesus is the Lamb. He is the Passover Lamb. And we are to sprinkle His blood on
the doorpost of our house, our heart, so that the angel of death will pass over us
when he comes. When we sprinkle His blood on our heart, we are putting the
Word of God on our heart – we are applying Jesus, the Word who became flesh,
to our heart. This is the only way to avoid the angel of death. The blood of the
Lamb of God.
Judgment
When Jesus was here, at one point in his ministry a city rejected Him, and the
disciples asked if they should pray for fire to come down out of heaven and
consume that city for rejecting Him. (Luke 9:51-56) Jesus of course rebuked
them. But what is interesting is that the disciples thought that if God’s judgment
were to fall on the earth, they would be okay. Not true.
If Jesus had said yes, and the angel of death showed up, everyone would have
died except for Jesus, including all of his disciples. The blood of the Lamb of God,
Jesus, had not been shed yet, and had not been applied to their hearts yet. The
Passover blood on the doorposts reminds us that if God’s judgment were to
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show up, without the protection of the sacrifice of the Lamb of God on our life,
we would all die. We must apply the Word of God, Jesus, to our hearts, in order
to be saved.
Eternal Life
And this is God’s command to us, to believe in His Son who He sent to be the
propitiation for our sins. Jesus was sent to be the Passover sacrifice for all of
humanity, that whosoever believes in Him might not perish, but have eternal life.
(John 3:16) Our choice is between judgment, and eternal life. Our faith, or lack
of faith, determines which of these two fates awaits us.
Have you applied the blood of the Lamb to your life? Is the Word of God on your
heart? If not, why? Are you taking your chances with God like Pharaoh did,
thinking that all this nonsense Moses (Christians) has been talking about is just
that, nonsense? Have you hardened your heart against God, just as Pharaoh did,
or are you willing to listen to the Word of God? Do you not believe Moses and
the Prophets? There is a heaven and a hell, and the angel of death is coming for
you. He is coming for all of us eventually. Are you ready for him? Are you ready
for him to show up today?
When the angel of death comes, will he stop at your house and take you, or will
he pass over? Jesus said that “If you believe in me, you will never die.” It is as
though a person who has the blood of the Lamb of God on his heart experiences
death in a different way. Jesus also said that He “goes to prepare a place for us,
and that He will return to get us and take us to it.” So rather than the angel of
death coming to get us, Jesus comes to get those who have applied His blood to
their heart. Sounds like a much better way to go. What are you waiting for? Ask
the Lamb of God to apply His blood to your heart today. Join me in this prayer:
Lord Jesus, Lamb of God, Word become flesh, I pray that you would mark
the doorpost of my house, with your blood, just as the Hebrews marked
the doorposts of their houses that day in Egypt. Apply your shed blood to
my heart, that I may be forgiven my sins, and pass out of judgment into
life everlasting. I believe in you. I pray that the angel of death would pass
over me because of your blood on my heart. I let go of my doubts about
heaven and hell, and choose to believe your word, that they are real
places. I do not want to go to hell. I want to go to heaven and be with
you for all of eternity. I pray that you would make it so. I ask this by faith
in the word of God that Jesus spoke when He was here, just as the
Hebrews acted by faith on the words of Moses. In the name of Jesus I
pray. Amen.
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“You know that after two days the Passover is coming, and the Son of Man is to
be handed over for crucifixion.”
Matthew 26:2
“When the hour had come, He reclined at the table, and the apostles with Him.
And He said to them, “I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you
before I suffer; for I say to you, I shall never again eat it until it is fulfilled in the
kingdom of God.” And when He had taken a cup and given thanks, He said, “Take
this and share it among yourselves; for I say to you, I will not drink of the fruit of
the vine from now on until the kingdom of God comes.” And when He had taken
some bread and given thanks, He broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is My
body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” And in the same way
He took the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup which is poured out for
you is the new covenant in My blood.””
Luke 22:14-20
“For Christ our Passover also has been sacrificed.”
1 Corinthians 5:7
“conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay on earth; knowing that
you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile
way of life inherited from your forefathers, but with precious blood, as of a lamb
unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ.”
1 Peter 1:17-19
“but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship with
one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.”
1 John 1:7

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”
Pslam 119:105
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7
Teach Them Diligently Unto Thy Children
“Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is one! You shall love
the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your might. These words, which I am commanding you
today, shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to
your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and
when you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you
rise up. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand and they shall
be as frontals on your forehead. You shall write them on the
doorposts of your house and on your gates.” (Deuteronomy 6:4-9)
Children are the blessing of the Lord. How blessed is the man whose quiver is
full of them (Psalm 127). But if we do not diligently teach our children to know
God and His word, children can grow out of the blessing phase, right into being a
curse. Children who are not taught to know the Lord, and who are not taught
the word of God, can become a curse on their family, a curse on their
neighborhood, a curse on their city, their state, their nation, and ultimately they
can become a curse on the entire world. Teaching our children is that important.
Many of the problems that we see in the news each night occur because no one
took the time to teach that young man or woman to know God and to know His
word when they were little. Now they are fully grown, and it takes several large
police officers to get them on the ground and get the cuffs on them. As go the
children, so goes the future of our society and our world.
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Our Responsibility
Teaching our children to know God and His word may be the single most
important thing we do as parents. There is no greater parental responsibility
than this. And it is not the Sunday school teacher’s job. It is the parent’s job to
do this. It is our job. There are four key areas where we teach our children
about God and His word. They are: Relationships, Integrity, being a Playmaker,
and Expecting God’s reward.
Relationships
The first thing we teach them is to know God, to have a relationship with Him.
They must learn of their need for Christ. Apart from being born again by faith in
Jesus Christ, nothing else we do ultimately matters. That is the single most
important thing, their relationship with God through Jesus Christ. We are also to
teach them how to have relationships with others. We teach them the golden
rule. We teach them to put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility,
gentleness, and patience in their relationships with others (Colossians 3:12-17).
We teach them the importance of being a blessing to the world, and not a curse.
We teach them to love others, as Christ loves them and gave Himself up for
them. (Galatians 2:20) We teach them that God wants faith. Their faith in God
through Jesus Christ, which we help them acquire, becomes the bedrock upon
which the rest of their life will be built.
Integrity
Secondly, we are to teach them to do good. To be men and women of integrity.
Holiness, righteousness, goodness, mercy, perseverance, justice, and a whole list
of other virtues and qualities must be taught to our children. We teach them
that God wants them to be a blessing to others. We teach them how to have
godly character, to be transformed by the renewing of their minds by the power
of God’s Holy Spirit. We teach them how to make godly choices in life, and to do
the right thing. We teach them wisdom, God’s wisdom, and encourage them to
apply it to their lives.
We teach them to do the right thing not out of fear and pride, but out of
gratitude for what Christ our savior has done for us. When the virtues are taught
using fear, the lesson is to do the right thing so we don’t get in trouble, so we
don’t fail, etc. The motivation in a fear based environment is the fear of getting
caught, the fear of failure, etc. In a pride based environment, we are taught that
we are better than others, that others may lie, but we always tell the truth,
because we are better than that.
In a Christ based environment, we are taught to be virtuous because Christ died
for us, shed His blood for us, to give us the opportunity to have eternal life. We
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are like the kid in college whose poor mother works three jobs a night to pay for
their school – that is a serious kid who goes to class and does their homework,
because they are grateful for the opportunity to be there. They understand the
sacrifice it is taking for them to be in college. Similarly, we are to understand the
sacrifice that took for us to be born again, and take virtue seriously, out of
respect for the sacrifice our Savior made for us to be here.
To Serve and Protect
Training in virtue and character also includes us guarding our children from those
things that they are not ready for yet. Certain TV shows, certain cartoons,
certain friends, certain video games, etc. must not be allowed to enter into their
lives in such a way as to ruin them, just as we do not allow a rotten apple to
remain in the fruit basket. It is our job to pray for them and protect them from
those forces that wish to harm them. We instruct them, using these things as
opportunities to teach them about choosing wisely, explaining to them why they
cannot watch a certain show or play with a certain friend anymore, so that they
gain understanding and can make their own wise choices when we are not there.
Playmakers
Thirdly, we teach them to be difference makers in the world. A playmaker is
someone who changes the outcome for good when they are involved. IF a
football team’s quarterback is their “playmaker”, and he goes out of the game in
the first half, they usually lose the game. A playmaker is a difference maker for
good. We are to teach our children to be playmakers, to live life intentionally,
with purpose and meaning.
We teach them to seize the day, living lives that count for good. We train them
to be men and women of action, playmakers that affect the outcome of
everything they are involved in. We teach our sons that they have A Battle to
Fight, An Adventure to Live, A Beauty to Rescue, and A World to Serve. We
teach them to be like Jesus in all that they do. We teach them that they are
Christ’s workmanship, created for good works.
Expecting God’s Reward
Fourthly, we teach them that they are to expect God’s reward. They are to live
their lives well, expecting that God will reward them for it. Herein lies the power
to stay the course, to press on to the upward call of Christ Jesus. Without this
component, few make it to the summit. Life becomes too heavy, too difficult,
too burdensome. Temptations become too great. The lure and call of the idols
of the world will eventually lead them astray. But in the joy of knowing that we
will spend eternity with Christ lies the power to persevere, to continue to make
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godly choices, to resist temptation, to refuse to live for false idols, to press on
until we finish the race. We teach them to finish strong. We teach them to have
joy, the joy of God, in all that they do. For it is for Him that we do what we do,
for His good pleasure.
They are Depending on Us to Teach Them
There is much more that could be said on teaching our children. For example,
the importance of practicing what we preach, and living out a godly example for
them to follow. Making life fun. Loving their mother and being committed to
her 100%, all the days of our lives, taking care of her and cherishing her always.
Spending enough time with them to actually teach them, and so on. It would
take a book or two to cover all that this short verse commands us to do. Suffice
it to say, God feels that teaching our children to know Him and His word is so
important, that it is listed here above many other aspects of His teaching and
commands to us. It is right at the front of the book, in the introductory
paragraph. Our children are the primary mission field that God has placed us in.
They are perhaps the most important people that God wants us to teach His
ways to.
What are some ways you can teach your children to know God? How can you
get them interested in His word? What are some ways to help them connect
with “the Word”, Jesus Christ? Whether you have spent years investing in
teaching your children about God, or you have done nothing to this point, it is
never too late to teach children to know God. If your children are young, take
the time to do this. Make the time to do this. What are some things you can do
to be intentional about teaching your children to be virtuous? What are some
teachable moments you can take advantage of in their lives to teach them to
know and walk with God? How can you leverage holidays to teach them to know
God? What are some things you can do to encourage them to learn God’s word
for themselves? To make their relationship with God their own? To learn to
walk with God themselves? To share Christ with others? To be a difference
maker? To expect God’s reward? If your desire is for your children to walk more
closely with God, then please join me in the following prayer:
Lord God almighty, ruler of heaven and earth, giver of children, I come
before you in Jesus name and ask that you would help me to be a better
father to my children and to teach them diligently to know You and Your
word. I ask that you would help me to take advantage of teachable
moments to show them your ways. Help me to instruct them in your
word, and to reveal Your truth to them. I pray that this would be a top
priority in my life, and that I would dedicate time to teaching them your
ways and showing them how to live godly lives. Let your hand be upon
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them for good, and prosper them in all that they do. Protect them from
evil, that no harm may come to them. Keep them from idols, and lead
them not into temptation, but rather lead them in the everlasting way by
your Holy Spirit. I pray that they would make their relationship with You
their own, and that they would choose to walk with you all the days of
their lives. Use them as sharp tools in your hands to accomplish your
purposes. And may they dwell in the house of the Lord forever. In Jesus
name I pray. Amen.
“I have no greater joy than this, to hear of my children walking in the
truth.”
3 John 1:4
“Everyone who comes to Me and hears My words and acts on them, I will
show you whom he is like: he is like a man building a house, who dug
deep and laid a foundation on the rock; and when a flood occurred, the
torrent burst against that house and could not shake it, because it had
been well built. But the one who has heard and has not acted accordingly,
is like a man who built a house on the ground without any foundation;
and the torrent burst against it and immediately it collapsed, and the ruin
of that house was great.”
Luke 6:47-49
“Hear, my son, your father's instruction and do not forsake your mother's
teaching; Indeed, they are a graceful wreath to your head and ornaments
about your neck.
Proverbs 1:8-9
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8
Speak of Them at all Times
“Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is one! You shall love
the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your might. These words, which I am commanding you
today, shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to
your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and
when you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you
rise up. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand and they shall
be as frontals on your forehead. You shall write them on the
doorposts of your house and on your gates.” (Deuteronomy 6:4-9)
We live on a river, and it is magnificent to live on a river. Rivers are full of life.
Birds, fish, snakes, beavers, raccoons, possums, armadillos, skunks, deer, bats, all
kinds of insects….there is a lot going on in and around a river. We also get
beautiful sunsets and sunrises on our river, which are spectacular to behold.
One of our favorite things to do is to sit on the bank of the river and talk. We do
this quite often. My wife and I do it. My sons and I do it. My friends and I do it.
I have even had strangers over to sit on the bank of the river and talk. And our
favorite subject to discuss is God.
Rivers of Living Water
We can talk about God all night, down on the river, and have done so many
times. There is just something about talking about God, I don’t know what it is,
but it is so much better, more interesting, more life giving, than talking about
anything else. Like a river running through a land, God wants His word to run
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through us like a river, flowing out of us wherever we are. There is even a Bible
verse that talks about this. When Jesus was here, He said:
“He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, ‘From his innermost being
will flow rivers of living water.’” (John 7:38)
Jesus was not talking about actual water pouring out of us, He was talking about
the word of God and the Spirit of God pouring out of us, wherever we are, to
whoever we are around, all the time. The word of God cannot be contained, it
wants out, it wants to be expressed, it wants to be heard. That is what God is
telling us in Deuteronomy 6, that we are to let this river of living water, the word
of God, flow out of us all the time. He lists four occasions in the verse.
[You] “shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when you walk
by the way and when you lie down and when you rise up…”
In our Homes
‘Sitting in our house’ symbolizes at home, obviously. When we are at home, God
wants us to let the river of living water pour out of us into our spouse, our
children, their friends, and to whoever is in our home. Sometimes for this to
happen, we may need to stop the noise in our home that is drowning out the
word of God. Maybe the TV is on in your home all of the time, blaring in the
background 24 hours a day. Or maybe everyone is on their phones, game
consoles, or computers, surfing around, doing social media, playing games, or
watching movies or videos. Whatever the distractions are, it is our job to at least
occasionally turn them off so God can be heard.
When our children were young, we had a “No TV month” once a year. When we
announced we were going to do this the first time, you should have seen their
faces. No TV month included no internet, no video games, etc., no electronics of
any kind, for an entire month. They thought they were going to die. We did too.
But we made it. We played games. Played music. We talked. We read. We just
did other stuff. We were careful to keep it fun, and didn’t have hard and fast
rules.
Sometimes in order to hear God speaking, we must get control of the airwaves in
our home. The second year, the children actually asked us when no TV month
was going to be. They wanted to do it again, and were actually excited about it,
more than we were. They actually ended up holding us accountable to do it
once a year. Let the river of God’s word flow in your home, and if there is
anything blocking the flow or drowning out the flow of God’s river in your home,
take action to rectify the situation. This is vitally important.
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In the World
‘Walking by the way’ is a reference to our daily life away from home. Most of us
work, and we must get to and from work every day. We are usually not walking
though. Most of us “drive” by the way now. And it is pretty hard to talk to other
people in their cars as they go speeding by. Actually, it is impossible for the most
part. Technology has isolated most of us during this portion of our day,
unfortunately. So perhaps we use the commute as a time to listen. Sermons,
podcasts, etc. I think that is what many people do now, why not connect with
God rather than NPR. This could be considered letting God’s river flow into us,
charging our batteries, filling us up, so that when we land at work we are full to
the brim. I have had such epiphanies on the way to work that I have had to stop
as many as four times to write down what God is showing me. This can be a very
productive time if we choose to make it so.
Once we get to work, there are often times that we can let the river of God’s
word flow out of us into our workplace. When I first started work as a young
architect, one of the senior partners asked me to lead a Bible study at lunchtime.
I did so for years. It was great. But I also made a difference just by not cussing,
insisting we not lie to clients, etc. You don’t have to be preaching out of the
Bible to make a difference, to let God’s word flow through you. This is often
referred to as being salt and light, as Jesus taught us to be:
“You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt has become tasteless, how
can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be
thrown out and trampled underfoot by men. You are the light of the
world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden; nor does anyone light a lamp
and put it under a basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all
who are in the house. Let your light shine before men in such a way that
they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.”
(Matthew 5:13-16)
Being salt means we have a preservative power, like salt has for food. Being light
means that God uses us to enable others to see more clearly. These are two
important aspects of “when we walk by the way”, especially at work. God wants
us to do the word of God, living it out in the presence of others, so that they will
be impacted by it.
When I first started working at my office, there was a constant stream of
profanity coming out of everyone’s mouths all day long. Today there is almost
none, basically one guy out of 130 people is all that is left when it comes to
cussing all day long. I didn’t say a word. I didn’t do anything but refuse to join
in. I’m not really even sure how it happened, but it did. Salt and light.
Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. (Romans 12:21)
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Random Encounters
Then there are the many random moments we have every week to interact with
others while we are ‘walking by the way’. Like the Eunuch on the side of the
road in the book of Acts (Acts 8:25-40), we bump into people in a way that
seems to us to be random, but often it is not. The grocery store, the post office,
restaurants, stores, standing in lines, the gas station, kid’s sporting events, etc.
This is a chance for the river of God’s word to flow out of us and into their lives.
One of my friends carries around little slips of paper with his favorite quotes that
he hands out to random people all day long. They are quotes that point people
to God, challenge people to think, point people to Christ, etc. What a great idea.
Often people tell him that his note changed their day or even their week. There
are many ways to let the life of God flow through us into the people around us
all day long, while we are away from home. God is challenging us here to get
creative, and let the river of His word flow out of us while we are away from
home, going about our daily routines.
Bedtime
‘When we lie down’ is obviously a reference to sleep and rest. God even wants
the river of His word to saturate this part of our life as well. When we lie down
to go to bed, He wants us to think of His word, speak it in our mind to ourselves,
so that it is the last thing on our minds when we fall asleep. How about that?
Pretty intense. I know when I do not do this, my mind often wanders off into
thoughts that may not be so good. Sometimes the worries of the day swirl
around in our minds and keep us from getting rest. Sometimes we daydream
about unhealthy things. Sometimes we worry about our day tomorrow.
There are many things that can rob us of sleep, as we lie in bed, if we do not take
control of this part of our life and follow God’s command to let the river of His
words flow through our minds even as we lie in bed going to sleep. This can be a
good time to work on a memory verse, or to review the Ten Commandments, or
to meditate on a passage of scripture or what God has been teaching you lately,
to pray for others, etc. The key is to focus our mind in some way on God and His
word as we lie in bed falling asleep. Interestingly, I have found that when I do
this, I fall asleep almost immediately every time. It appears to be a cure for
insomnia for me.
Morning
‘When we rise up’ is obviously a reference to our morning times. Waking up has
always been a challenge for me. In Deuteronomy 6, God is commanding us to let
the river of His words flow through us even when we get up in the morning. He
wants us to start the day with praise, with our minds on Him and His word.
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Many people have turned this into an extended period of time each morning
that they spend with God. It is often referred to as a quiet time or a devotional
time. It typically only takes about 15-30 minutes at the beginning of our day. It
is a time to talk to God, to read His word, to pray, to journal, etc. Doing this
every morning will transform our life. It helps us focus our entire day on God
and His word. One of my friends would pray every morning for God to use him
in some way that day in someone’s life. God honored his request and he is
loaded with stories of how God did this over the years.
Morning is also a good time to let God’s word flow out of us and into the rest of
the family. Rather than being grumpy in the morning, we can let God work
through us to speak into the lives of our wife and children. Morning is also a
good time to gather with others for a morning Bible study, and many of the
men’s groups I have participated in over the years occurred very early in the
morning.
Out of the Abundance of Our Heart
The main point of this section of Deuteronomy 6 is for God’s word to flow out of
us all the time, just as the water of a river is always flowing. And just as the river
gives life to all that is around it, God wants us to be a source of spiritual life for
everyone around us. He wants His life to flow through us into the lives of
everyone around us all day long. He wants us to let this river flow into ourselves
as well, when we lie down and when we rise up, so that we are filled with Him
and His word, so that during the day we have waters of life for those around us.
For out of the abundance of our heart we will speak, whether good or bad. God
wants our heart to be filled with Him and His word, so that we can sustain those
around us – our family, friends, co-workers, neighbors, and even people we
don’t know. In Isaiah 50 we read:
“The Lord God has given Me the tongue of disciples, that I may know how
to sustain the weary one with a word. He awakens Me morning by
morning, He awakens My ear to listen as a disciple. The Lord God has
opened My ear; And I was not disobedient nor did I turn back.” (Isaiah
50:4-5)
The Dead Sea
Often when the river of God is taught, it is contrasted to the Dead Sea. The Dead
Sea is called that because nothing lives in it. The reason nothing lives in it is
because water flows in, but it doesn’t flow out. It is a dead end. The only way
water leaves is by evaporation, leaving behind whatever minerals, salts, etc. that
the water carried with it to the Dead Sea. Eventually the Dead Sea became so
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full of things other than water, that nothing can live in it. It is good for floating
in, but that is about it.
This analogy is used to describe a Christian who never lets the word of God out.
They keep taking it in by going to church, going to Bible studies, reading books,
etc., but they never practice it, they never do it, they never share it with anyone.
They eventually become like the Dead Sea, so it is said. And we do not want this
to happen to us. So always look for opportunities to let the rivers of living water
flow out of your life in some way, to be a blessing to others. This is between you
and God, so don’t stress about it. Ask God to give you opportunities to share
Christ that you would be comfortable with, and He will.
Opening the Floodgates of Heaven
What are some of the ways that the river of God flows through your life? Which
areas of your life do you clearly see how God and his word are flowing through
you? Which areas of your life lack this flow? What are some of the things that
could be causing the stream of God to be blocked in your life? Is God’s river
flowing in to your life when you lie down and when you rise up? What are some
ways that you can increase the flow of God and His word into your life daily? Do
you want rivers of living water to flow from your innermost being? Then join me
in this prayer:
Lord God almighty, I pray that Your river of life would flow into me every
day and fill me to overflowing. Open the floodgates of heaven and let
Your life, Your word, Your Spirit, flow into me and through me into the
lives of others. Give me a hunger to know you. Give me a hunger for your
word. Wake me each morning to listen as a disciple, as one who is
taught, to listen to your still small voice each morning as I prepare for my
day. Pour your river into me each morning. Pour out of me rivers of living
water throughout my day, every day, that those around me may be
refreshed by the word of God and by Your Spirit. Let Your river of life flow
through my home, and through the lives of my wife and children. Give me
the courage and conviction to turn off the things that are drowning out
your voice in my home, so that the river of God can flow freely in our
home and in the lives of my wife and children. As I lay down to bed each
night, bring Your word to my mind. Let me dwell on your word and focus
my thoughts on You each night as I lay down to sleep. Help me to choose
to do this. Let me be ever mindful that you are always with me, all the
day long. Speak through me to others, by the power of Your Spirit. Speak
words of life through me, to everyone I am with each day. I ask that Your
Spirit would bring to remembrance all that you have taught me, when it is
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needed by those around me, and that Your hand would guide me each
and every day. I ask these things in Jesus name. Amen.
“I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is
to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom:
preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke,
exhort, with great patience and instruction.”
2 Timothy 4:1-2
“And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been
given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of
all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and
the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and
lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.””
Matthew 28:18-20
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9
Our Actions
“Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is one! You shall love
the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your might. These words, which I am commanding you
today, shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to
your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and
when you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you
rise up. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand and they shall
be as frontals on your forehead. You shall write them on the
doorposts of your house and on your gates.” (Deuteronomy 6:4-9)
I was sitting on the river one day after work, watching some boaters on the sand
bar. One of them had a small flat bottom boat with a small motor on it. When
other boats would go by, he would gun it into their wake and try to get airborne.
He was having a lot of fun, until he jumped a rather large wake from a barge, and
flew off the back of his boat. His motor did not have a kill switch, so his boat
kept going a ways, then it started to circle. He was in the river, without a life
jacket, waving his arms, yelling, his boat driving around in circles by itself.
Another boat came to his rescue eventually, and pulled him out of the water.
They went to the sandbar and observed the circling boat for a while, trying to
develop a plan to capture it I imagine.
After about 15-20 minutes, they piled into one of the other boats and went after
the circling boat. They managed to get alongside of it and the guy jumped into
it, crawled back towards the motor, and was able to gain control of his boat
again. It was like watching an episode of the Three Stooges, live in my backyard.
A life that is lived with disregard for God’s word is much like that story. It is a life
that will eventually get away from you, a life that may hurt you or kill you. It is a
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life that could even hurt or kill others. It is a reckless life. It is a life that leaves a
trail of destruction typically. It is not the way to live. And God knows this.
What We Do
Binding the word of God on our hand is God’s way of telling us to let the word of
God affect our actions, impact the things that we do and the way that we do
them. He is telling us to be wise, to live wise lives. It has often been said that
actions speak louder than words. Maybe that is why God leads this next section
with actions first, thoughts second. James says “You have faith and I have works;
show me your faith without the works, and I will show you my faith by my
works.” (James 2:18) James also speaks to the issue of ‘doing’ the word of God
in chapter 1 of his book:
But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who
delude themselves. For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer,
he is like a man who looks at his natural face in a mirror; for once he has
looked at himself and gone away, he has immediately forgotten what
kind of person he was. But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the
law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but
an effectual doer, this man will be blessed in what he does. (James 1:2225)
In Deuteronomy 6 God lists doing the word of God prior to listing putting the
word of God on our minds:
1. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand
2. They shall be as frontals on your forehead.
It is as though He is telling us that the first priority is to do the word of God, to
act on it, to not just be hearers but to be doers of the word as first. God is asking
us here to let His word impact our actions, guide our actions. When we consider
that Jesus is the “Word” of God, we could also say that God is commanding us to
let Jesus, the Word of God, impact all that we do, guide all that we do. Romans
8:9-14 speaks to this as well:
However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of
God dwells in you. But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he
does not belong to Him. If Christ is in you, though the body is dead
because of sin, yet the spirit is alive because of righteousness. But if the
Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who
raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal
bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you. So then, brethren, we are
under obligation, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh— for if
you are living according to the flesh, you must die; but if by the Spirit
you are putting to death the deeds of the body, you will live. For all
who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.
(Romans 8:9-14)
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Spirit Led
In Romans 8 Paul goes so far as to say that if we are not being led in our actions
by the Spirit of God, then we do not belong to Him, we are not His sons. It is in
the doing of God’s word that our faith is perfected, solidified, made real. Until
we let the word of God change how we live, we are deluded, just as James says.
We are playing make believe. In letting Christ, the Word of God, impact our life
and change how we live, our faith in Him becomes real. It is no longer a mental
exercise. We are now out in the open, exposed. Our faith in Christ is apparent
to all. It is not hidden, but in plain sight, for everyone to see, just as the tefillin
are obvious to everyone when an orthodox Jew is wearing them.
Real Faith
When we act on our faith, it is now on the outside of our life. Others can see it,
it is visible. That is the first aspect of letting the word of God impact our actions
– becoming born again – becoming a Christian – professing Christ. The second
aspect, as mentioned above, is that it makes our faith real to ourselves. Our
faith goes from being a theoretical ideology to a practical way of living our life.
We are not deluded as James points out. The third aspect of doing the word of
God is when we let Jesus, the Word of God, impact our daily actions. It is one
thing to live a good life, keeping the rules and regulations, and quite another to
live a life dedicated to and led by Jesus Christ, the “Word” of God.
When we live our life based on only the written word, it is possible to justify
many wrong things, just as the scribes and Pharisees had done during Jesus’ day.
But when Christ enters into our life, the false justifications slough off and we are
convicted of the sin we are trying to justify; we must repent, and do the right
thing. We become a new creation in Christ, created for good works. Again we
see how critical the relationship with Jesus, the Word of God, becomes to
successfully living out Deuteronomy chapter 6.
Salt and Light
A fourth aspect of doing the word of God is that this is where we impact others
the most. If we are willing to step out in faith and do what is right, Christ is able
to use us to shape the world and make it a better place. We truly become the
salt and light we are called to be in Matthew. It was a Christian acting on the
word of God that ended slavery first in the UK (Disraeli) then in the US (Lincoln).
Christians led the way into caring for the sick (what we now call hospitals), caring
for the poor, caring for unwanted infants, etc. Christians led the way into
reading, science, education in general, etc. Almost every good thing in the world
today can be traced back to Christians acting on the word of God.
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The counter to doing the word of God is possibly the source and cause of all the
evil the world has ever known. Think of some of the terrible moments in history,
where great evil occurred, and you will likely see a man not doing God’s word,
not letting the Word of God, Jesus Christ, direct his actions or impact his ways.
Legacy
A fifth aspect to doing God’s word is that the overall impact of our life is
affected. Each of us leaves a legacy, like a ship leaves a wake in the water.
Whether our legacy is good or bad greatly depends on whether we let the word
of God impact our actions. When we follow Christ in all that we do, keeping His
word, our legacy is a godly legacy, and our life was a blessing to those that knew
us and to those we leave behind. But when we do not follow Christ, and do not
keep His word, our legacy is often tragic, leaving a path of destruction and
disappointment. Our life is more of a curse than a blessing to those that knew us
and for those we leave behind.
Eternal Impact
Acting on God’s word sets the general course of our life. Doing the word of God
is where the rubber meets the road in the Christian life. Letting the Word of
God, Jesus, impact our actions daily is what makes our lives transcendent. It
takes our normal day to day lives and elevates them to being of eternal impact
for good. Our life becomes a blessing to everyone we impact. We can even
become a blessing to generations to come. Being led by God’s Spirit is the
highest form of letting the word of God impact our lives.
Bending to His Word
What are some of the ways that you let God’s word impact your actions each
day? How have you seen Him working in your life? How have you seen Him
working in the lives of others around you? What areas of your life do you need
to turn over to His control? Where have you not yielded control of your life and
actions to Him? How has the “Word” of God, Christ Jesus, impacted your actions
and your life? What type of legacy do you hope to leave behind? What do you
need to do to create the type of legacy you hope to leave?
Lord God almighty, we come before you in Jesus name, and ask that you
would teach us to let your word affect our actions in all that we do. Show
us ways that we can do this, each day. We also pray that the Word of
God, Jesus Christ, would impact everything we do each day of our lives.
We pray for the leading of your Holy Spirit in our lives, that we might
prove to be Your sons. Teach us to be effectual doers of the word, rather
than hearers who delude themselves. Help us to live our lives in such a
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way that we leave a godly legacy behind for our children, their children,
and their Children’s children. We ask these things in Jesus name. Amen.
“Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as dead to
immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to
idolatry. For it is because of these things that the wrath of God will come
upon the sons of disobedience, and in them you also once walked, when
you were living in them. But now you also, put them all aside: anger,
wrath, malice, slander, and abusive speech from your mouth. Do not lie to
one another, since you laid aside the old self with its evil practices, and
have put on the new self who is being renewed to a true knowledge
according to the image of the One who created him— a renewal in which
there is no distinction between Greek and Jew, circumcised and
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and freeman, but Christ is all,
and in all. So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved,
put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and
patience; bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever
has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also
should you. Beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond
of unity. Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you
were called in one body; and be thankful. Let the word of Christ richly
dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another
with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in
your hearts to God. Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father.”
Colossians 3:5-17
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10
Set Your Mind on the Things Above
“Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is one! You shall love
the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your might. These words, which I am commanding you
today, shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to
your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and
when you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you
rise up. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand and they shall
be as frontals on your forehead. You shall write them on the
doorposts of your house and on your gates.” (Deuteronomy 6:4-9)
Orthodox Jews actually tie a tefillin (a very small leather box with scripture in it)
to their forehead and their hand to remind them of this verse, to remind them of
God’s command that His word is to be in our thoughts and in our actions at all
times. As a follower of Jesus, this verse takes on a significant new dimension.
While it is good and right for God’s word to be in our mind and actions, it is life
changing for the “Word” of God, Jesus Christ, to be in our thoughts and actions
at all times. To dwell on the written word of God is great. To dwell on the living
“Word” of God is nothing short of transformational. It is like comparing
dynamite to a firecracker.
God’s Written Word
When we dwell on the written word, we are pondering God’s word, meditating
on it, thinking of how it affects us, thinking of what it commands us to do, etc. It
is about us, about how we are doing. Are we succeeding or failing? Do we live
out the truth in a certain verse? Does it give us joy or peace? Is it a promise
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from God? And so on. Typically it is about us. Are we proud of how we are
doing, or are we disappointed in ourselves? Me, me, me. This is what the
scribes and Pharisees of Jesus’ day did. It was their view of this command.
The Word Became Flesh
When we dwell on the “Word” of God, Jesus the Messiah, we are pondering
God’s Son, meditating on Him, thinking of what He has done for us, how He has
set us free from the law of sin and death by his death on the cross, thinking of
His resurrection, His ascension into heaven, the miracles He performed, the
amazing teaching He gave us, WWJD, etc. It is an enormous difference. The
focus of our thoughts is taken off of us, and put rightly on Him. He becomes our
focus. We gaze upon Him with our mind’s eye. No longer do we feel like we
have failed or fallen short, nor do we have pride over areas of scripture that we
have successfully mastered, but rather we are humbled by the knowledge that
He has done it all. It is finished. He has kept the law for us. And we are filled
with gratitude and are humbled.
A New Way to Live
We are no longer obligated to keep the law out of fear or pride, but rather we
can now choose to keep His commands out of love and gratitude for what He has
done for us. It is a completely different approach to following God, obeying His
word, and keeping His commands. We do it because we want to, not because
we have to. Instead of it being a burden and a chore, following God becomes
light and joyous when Christ is in your life. Jesus even told us of this when He
was here, when He said:
“Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.
Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and My
burden is light.” (Matthew 11:28-30)
Religion is hard. Only the truly committed can make it, and even many of them
fall short. But following Jesus is easy. A five year old can do it. It is for everyone.
Jesus, the “Word” of God, took what was the domain of the few committed men
willing to carry the load, and opened it up to everyone. Anyone can put God’s
Word on their mind now. Amazing.
Our Mindset
Where we set our mind is of great importance to God. This is another critical
aspect of this verse. In Romans 8, verses 5 through 8 we read:
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For those who are according to the flesh set their minds on the things of
the flesh, but those who are according to the Spirit, the things of the
Spirit. For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit
is life and peace, because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God;
for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do
so, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. (Romans 8:5-8)
In sports, we learn that the ball goes where we look. In motorcycling, we learn
that the motorcycle goes where we look. In life, we learn that our life goes
where we look. Whatever our mind is set on, that is where we are headed, like it
or not. I watch a lot of funny TV shows, like Seinfeld, Home Improvement, etc.
Guess what, I am always making jokes. It is like I am a traveling episode of
Seinfeld. We become what we watch, what we set our mind on. God is telling
us, warning us, that we need to set our minds on Him, on His word, on ‘the
Word’, so that we have life and peace and our lives go in a good direction.
Colossians chapter 3 also speaks to this:
“Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your mind on
the things above, not on the things that are on earth. For you have died
and your life is hidden with Christ in God.” (Colossians 3:1-3)
This verse goes even further, encouraging us to not set our minds on anything
that is of the earth, but to set our minds on the things above, on heavenly things
only, because that is where we are citizens now, in Christ. Pretty heady stuff.
But you get the message. God says that where we set our minds is of utmost
importance. This is the flashing yellow warning light of scripture.
The Steering Wheel of Our Life
God is telling us this because our mindset is the steering wheel of our life. It is
the rudder of our ship. Whatever it is set on, that is where our life will go. For
this reason God wants us to control what we set our mind on. Notice, this is a
command, not a suggestion, nor is it something God does for us or Jesus did for
us on the cross. This is something we are to do. It is our responsibility to take
control of our thought life. Paul goes so far as to say that we are to take “every
thought captive to the obedience of Christ” (1 Corinthians 10:5). As followers of
Christ, we are not to just let our thoughts wander, and we are certainly not
supposed to let them dwell on things that are not good for us.
We do this not because we have to, or because it is a requirement for salvation,
but because of gratitude for what Christ has done for us, because we want to live
good lives, and we want enjoy life and peace. We are not saved because of our
ability to control our thought life, but rather because we are saved, we want to
control our thought life and to steer our life in paths of righteousness rather
than paths of sin.
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Two Dogs Inside Me Fighting
It is similar to the old Indian proverb about the two dogs fighting inside of the
young brave, one good dog and one bad dog. When he asks the chief which dog
wins, the young brave is told that it is the one you feed. Because sin is in the
world, we have the sin nature in us, and it is like the bad dog of the Indian
proverb. But we also have the good dog in us now, the new man, being made
into the likeness of Christ. Whichever of the two we feed, that is the one that
will direct the course of our life. If we set our mind on God, on His written word,
on His living ‘Word’, then we are feeding the good dog, and the good dog will
drive the course of our life.
There is the story of the boy who had a mean dad. And growing up he told
himself that he would never grow up to be mean like his dad is. And his whole
life he focused on just that. Then one day, later in his life, when he was with his
children, he did something mean, and he realized he had become his dad after
all. It is because he had his eyes on his dad. We go where we look, for good or
for bad. If we are focusing on not doing something, guess what, we will be doing
it eventually. We have to focus on what we want to be, what we want to
become. We are to look where we want our life to go. And as a Christian, that
means look to Jesus.
Keep Our Eyes on Jesus
What our mind is set on is one of the most important aspects of the Christian life
that we are responsible for. Our mindset will determine the course of our life. It
is critical that we set our mind on God’s written word, the Bible, but it is even
more critical that we set our mind on God’s living ‘Word’, Jesus Christ. By
making this subtle yet profound distinction, we take our mind’s focus off of
ourselves and how we are doing, and put our focus on Him and what He is doing.
This is what it means to set our mind on the things above, rather than on the
things of the earth. To set our minds on Him.
Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let
us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles
us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, fixing our
eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before
Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the
right hand of the throne of God. (Hebrews 12:1-2)
Grabbing the Wheel of Your Life
What are some of the things on earth that get your mind’s attention? What are
the things that you dwell on when you have free time? What do you daydream
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about? Where does your mind go when there is nothing going on? What are
some of the “things above” that we are commanded to set our mind on? What
are some things you can do when you get locked in to an earthly mindset? What
are some ways you can you break free from it? Which of the two dogs would
you say that you are feeding in your life? What are the things that are feeding
it? Where is the dog getting its food? If the good dog is not getting fed, what
are some ways you could get more food to the good dog? What are the other
things you are focusing on other than focusing on Jesus? What can you do to
sharpen your focus on Him?
Lord God almighty, ruler of heaven and earth, we come before you in
Jesus name, and ask that you hear our prayer. Help us to set our minds
on the things above, and not on the things of the earth. Help us to take
our focus off of ourselves, and to focus on You. Help us to fix our eyes on
Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith. Help us to be less concerned
with what we are doing, what we are accomplishing, and more concerned
about what You are doing and what You are accomplishing. When we get
locked into an earthly mindset, bring it to our attention and help us to
break out of it. If there are things in our life that are feeding our sin
nature, reveal them to us so we can shut them down. Show us how to
feed the life of the Son of God in us, that the new man may become fully
formed in us. Renew our minds, transform us by the power of your spirit
through your word, that we may prove what your good, acceptable, and
perfect will is. Help us to take control of our thought life, and to bring
every thought captive to the obedience of Christ. In Jesus name we pray.
Amen.
“Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right,
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any
excellence and if anything worthy of praise, dwell on these things. The things you
have learned and received and heard and seen in me, practice these things, and
the God of peace will be with you.”
Philippians 4:6-9
“And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of
your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and
acceptable and perfect.”
Romans 12:2
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“For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh, for the
weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the
destruction of fortresses. We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing
raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive
to the obedience of Christ, and we are ready to punish all disobedience, whenever
your obedience is complete.”
2 Corinthians 10:3-5
“Therefore, prepare your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix your hope
completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. As
obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in
your ignorance, but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in
all your behavior; because it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.””
1 Peter 1:13-16
“Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed
away; behold, new things have come.”
2 Corinthians 5:17
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11
Remember
“Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is one! You shall love
the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your might. These words, which I am commanding you
today, shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to
your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and
when you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you
rise up. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand and they shall
be as frontals on your forehead. You shall write them on the
doorposts of your house and on your gates.” (Deuteronomy 6:4-9)
A full grown elephant can weigh over 10,000 lbs. and can pull up to 9 tons. And
yet this mighty animal can be held in place with a rope and a small wooden stake
in the ground. How is that possible?
When the elephant is young, the trainer stakes him to the ground with the small
wooden stake and ties a rope from the stake to the elephant’s leg. As a small
elephant it pulls and pulls and pulls until it finally gives up. It never pulls on the
stake again, because it remembers that it is futile. Our memories have the
power to hold us in place, for good or for bad. Memory is that powerful.
Remember
If you asked me to sum up the message of the entire Bible in one word, that
word would be remember. While the Bible tells us the story of creation, of the
nation of Israel, of the Messiah, of how to live, how to have faith, how to
experience and share love, hope, joy, etc., the common message that runs
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through it all is “remember”. We humans are prone to forgetfulness. And God
knows it. And the key to successfully walking with God is to remember.
This last verse of the Deuteronomy 6 passage has to do with setting up
reminders for ourselves so that whether we are coming or going, we are
reminded of God, of God's word, that we belong to Him, etc. As we leave our
house and pass by our gate, God wants us to put His word there on the gate as a
reminder to us as we go out into our day. And when we come home, God wants
us to have His word written on the doorpost of our house as well, again, to
remind us of Him, of His word, of the “Word” of God, Jesus Christ. What are
some of the things God wants us to remember?
Love God
Firstly, We are to remember God, that He exists, and that we are commanded to
love Him. This is the first and foremost of the commandments. It is the greatest
commandment. To love God. (Matthew 22:36-40) We are to remember who
God is, Just how big He is, His omnipresence, His omniscience, etc. We are to
remember that we are God’s workmanship – it is He that is working in us
(Philippians 2:13), and that He finishes what He starts (Philippians 1:6). We are
to remember that He called us, chose us, from the beginning of time, to be His
sons. (Ephesians 1:5) It is no accident that we believe in Him. And we are to
remember that He wants us to love him with all of our heart, soul and might
(Deuteronomy 6:5) We are to remember that Jesus came and lived a perfect life
for us, gave Himself for us on the cross, rose again on the third day, and is now
seated at the right hand of God the Father, where He makes intercession for us.
(2 Corinthians 5:21; Galatians 2:20; Romans 8:34; 1 John 2:2; 1 Peter 3:18; John
10:11-18)
Love Others
We are to remember the second greatest commandment, “to love others as
ourselves”. (Leviticus 19:18; Matthew 22:36-40; 1 John 3:16; Philippians 2:1-8)
This is probably the second most important thing for us to remember. Imagine if
we had a pair of glasses that every time we failed to love someone, a red light
went off in the top corner of the glasses to remind us to love others, and when
we loved someone, a green light went off in the same location, rewarding us for
loving them. I could use a pair of glasses like that. That is in essence what God is
telling us to do, to set up reminders to help us live out His word on a daily basis,
to love others on a daily basis.
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God’s Commandments
Remembering God’s commandments (Exodus 20:1-17) and remembering to
keep them is another thing to add to this discussion. When Jesus was among us,
He said that “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.” (John 14:15)
One of the ways we know that we love God is that we desire to keep His
commandments out of gratitude for what Christ has done for us. It is as though
we owed the IRS $5 million dollars in back taxes plus penalties, interest, and jail
time, and a complete stranger stepped forward and had his son pay it all for us,
and even serve the jail time for us. We would be forever grateful to this person,
and to his son……especially to his son. Jesus has done much more for us, and
nothing He asks of us is too much. Remember story of Simon and the prostitute.
(Luke 7:36-50) She loved much because she realized the depth of her depravity,
how much she had been forgiven, how much we have all been forgiven. She was
truly repentant.
Who God Says We Are (in Christ)
Another good thing for us to remember is called positional truth. There are
many good books and websites on this topic for use in further study. In essence,
positional truth is the title given to the things that are now true of us because we
are in Christ. These things are true of us the second we are born again, and they
never go away, they are permanently true forever, regardless of how we feel.
Some of them include:
•

We have died and our life is hidden with God in Christ. (Colossians 3:3)

•

We have been raised with Christ to walk in newness of life. (Romans 6:4)

•

We are sealed with the Holy Spirit. (Ephesians 1:13-14; Acts 2:38)

•

Our sins are forgiven. (1 John 1:9; Colossians 1:13-14)

•

We have eternal life. (Romans 6:23; John 3:16)

I could go on and on listing the things that are true of us now because we are in
Christ. One Bible scholar, Arnold Fruchtenbaum, has listed 33 positional truths
and has a short dissertation on this topic available online at the ariel.org website
(https://www.ariel.org/messianic-bible-studies/thirty-three-things-a-study-ofpositional-truth). Why do we need to remember the positional truth about us?
Because we forget it because we are still living in “this body of sin and death” as
Paul called our condition. We forget that in Christ we are forgiven, have all
things, can do all things, bear all things, hope all things. We forget that God is at
work in us now, and will finish the work that He started in us. We forget that we
are saved not because of anything we have done, but because of what Christ has
done for us. We merely entered into that salvation when we believed. We need
to remember these things, because many times we don’t feel like they are true
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of us, and it comes down to whether we are going to believe our feelings or
believe God and what He says about us? We must believe what God says about
us more than we believe what we think or feel. This is at the core of trusting
God.
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own
understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your
paths straight.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)
We must trust what God says in His word more than we trust in our own
understanding. Our minds are finite, limited, bound by space and time. We are
only here for a very short period of time. It has been said our life is like a vapor,
a puff of smoke then we are gone. But God is eternal, has unlimited knowledge,
knows all things, sees all things, understands all things. When we are struggling
with life’s issues, sometimes it is best to simply accept that we do not
understand something yet, and we may never understand it, but we know that if
we are God’s son, the He will cause all things to work together for good.
(Romans 8:28)
Four Questions and their Answers
Another thing to remember are the four questions people often ask about life
and God, and their answers. They are:
1. What does God want? Answer: Faith. (Hebrews 11:6)
2. What does God want me to be? Answer: A blessing. (Luke 10:30-37)
3. What does God want me to do? Answer: Good works. (Ephesians 2:20)
4. What does God want me to have? Answer: Joy. (John 15:11)
Faith in God
Faith in God is the beginning of beginning life, true life (Ephesians 2:1-9), it is the
beginning of our eternal life with Him (John 3:16, John 17:3), and it is the
beginning of wisdom in our life here on earth (Proverbs 1:7). God wants us to
have faith in Him, and He wants us to remember this. In addition to just pure
faith, God includes hope and love in 1 Corinthians 13, and says that of these
three, love is the greatest, the highest form of faith. Our faith should lead to
being men and women filled with hope, hope for the future. We should live
hopeful lives. And most importantly our faith is to be characterized by love.
Love for God, and love for others. If we do not have a loving faith, we are like a
lousy rock band that is playing out of tune and off beat through monster
speakers – extremely painful to be around. Faith without love is so bad that it
may be better not to have it at all if you do not have love. But faith with love is
the ultimate, and that is how God wants us to live our lives. God wants us to
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remember this, every day, as we go out into the world and as we come home to
our families.
Be a Blessing
God wants us to be a blessing to others. Our work should be a blessing in some
way to the people that we serve. We should be a blessing to our parents,
brothers, and sisters. We should be a blessing to our friends and co-workers.
We should be a blessing to complete strangers. Jesus even calls us to be a
blessing to our enemies. Like the movie “It’s a Wonderful Life”, the world should
be a better place because we lived. God wants us to be a blessing. God wants us
to remember that.
Do Good Works
Good works are also something God wants us to remember to do. Often we are
faced with a fork in the road. We can do the selfish thing, or we can do the thing
that would fall into the good works category. Whether it is giving of our time,
our money, etc., good works will cost us. It requires some form of sacrifice on
our part. Often it is our good works that lead to us being a blessing. And we
know that God created us to do good works. (Ephesians 2:10) It is our purpose,
why He made us, why He called us. Just like a shovel is made to dig in the earth,
we were made to do good works while on the earth. God wants us to remember
that.
Joy
God wants us to remember to have joy in our life. This is so important to Him,
that when He was here he actually prayed three times that our joy would be
maxed out:
These things I have spoken to you so that My joy may be in you, and that
your joy may be made full. (John 15:11)
God wants His joy to be maximized in our lives, and in the lives of the people
around us. We tend to forget this sometimes, and so we need to remember it.
And of course the devil’s goal is to steal our joy, so we have to always be on the
lookout for lions in the corners of our rooms, trying to rob us of God’s joy.
Always remember that God wants us to have Joy.
God’s Call to Remembrance
There is so much more that God wants us to remember, that it is no wonder that
throughout the Bible God tells the Israelites and us to “remember”. Throughout
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the Old Testament God had the Jews pile stones in certain places to remember
something He did there. (Joshua 4:1-7). God also has appointed the festivals of
Leviticus 23 as reminders. Passover is about remembering the Exodus. The
books of the prophets, the Psalms, and the Proverbs are all about remembering
God in our daily life, remembering what He has done, remembering His wisdom.
The pages of scripture are a call to remembrance. Then suddenly, the Word of
God became flesh and dwelt among us.
He gave us parable after parable, performed signs and wonders, healed the sick,
gave sight to the blind. He went to the cross bearing the penalty for our sins,
and one of the last things He said before He went to the cross was, “do this in
remembrance of Me.” Jesus was at His last Passover, and he created
communion as a reminder for us, for us to remember the sacrifice of His body
and blood for the atonement of our sins. And in keeping with God’s use of
stones as a way to remember things, Jesus is referred to throughout scripture as
the “Chief Cornerstone, which the builders rejected”.
The Meaning of Life
One thing that remembering all of these things does for us is to remind us of
what life is really about. We tend to get caught up in the here and now of
everyday life, and forget that we are eternal beings, saved by God’s grace, etc.
We forget who we are, and we start acting like heathens again. This happened
to Israel throughout the stories in the Old Testament, and it happens to
Christians every day. If we forget who we are, and begin to live like heathens
again, we cease to be a blessing, we no longer do good works, we don’t live lives
of loving faith, and so on. Rather than being a blessing, we can become a curse.
And we are so forgetful, that God says at a minimum He wants us to remember
twice a day – on our way out into the world (upon thy gates), and on our way
into our home (upon the doorpost of thy house). That is the minimum amount
of reminding we need. We are that forgetful as a species.
This is a Big Deal
Remembering is a big deal to God. It is something that He really wants us to do.
Not just kinda, but really, really, really remember all that we possibly can to the
best of our ability, each day as we go out into the world, and as we return to our
homes. That is what it means to put His words on the doorpost of our house and
upon our gates. It means we are to remember.
What are You Going to Do
What are some things you can do to help you remember God and His word as
you go out into the world each day? What are some things you can do to help
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you remember God and His word as you return home each day? What are some
of the most important things you feel you need to remember each day at work?
As you travel to work? In the grocery store? In restaurants? When traveling on
airlines or transit? At sporting events? At children’s sporting events? In rush
hour traffic when you are late? What are some of the most important things you
feel you need to remember each day at home? With your wife? With your
children? With your neighbors? With your free time? How can you remind
yourself of these things each day. Develop a plan to put reminders out there in
your world somehow, and try it for a week. With smart phones this may be
really easy for us to do. This is an actual command from God to do this, so let’s
be obedient and put those reminders out there, and see if it helps us during our
day.
Lord God almighty, ruler of heaven and the earth, creator and sustainer of
life, our Father, we come before you in Jesus name, and ask that you
would help us to remember. To remember you. To remember to love You.
To remember Your Son, and all that He has done. To remember to love
others, and to think of them and their needs at least as much as we think
of ourselves. To remember who we are in Christ. To remember that what
You say is true about us, regardless of how we feel. Help us to remember
what life is really about. What our life is really about. Show us ways to
set up a pile of stones in our life as a reminder of these things. A pile of
stones that is big enough that we cannot miss it, each day, as we go out
into the world and as we return to our home. Something to remind us of
you, twice a day. We pray this in Jesus name. Amen.
“Then it shall come about when the Lord your God brings you into the
land which He swore to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, to give
you, great and splendid cities which you did not build, and houses full of
all good things which you did not fill, and hewn cisterns which you did not
dig, vineyards and olive trees which you did not plant, and you eat and
are satisfied, then watch yourself, that you do not forget the Lord who
brought you from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. You shall
fear only the Lord your God; and you shall worship Him and swear by His
name. You shall not follow other gods, any of the gods of the peoples who
surround you, for the Lord your God in the midst of you is a jealous God;
otherwise the anger of the Lord your God will be kindled against you, and
He will wipe you off the face of the earth.”
Deuteronomy 6:10-15
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“I shall remember the deeds of the Lord; surely I will remember Your
wonders of old. I will meditate on all Your work and muse on Your
deeds.”
Psalm 77:11-12
“Remember also your Creator in the days of your youth, before the evil
days come and the years draw near when you will say, “I have no delight
in them”
Ecclesiastes 12:1
“And when He had taken some bread and given thanks, He broke it and
gave it to them, saying, “This is My body which is given for you; do this in
remembrance of Me.” And in the same way He took the cup after they
had eaten, saying, “This cup which is poured out for you is the new
covenant in My blood.”
Luke 22:19-20
“Only be strong and very courageous; be careful to do according to all the
law which Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the
right or to the left, so that you may have success wherever you go. This
book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate
on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that
is written in it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and then you
will have success. Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous!
Do not tremble or be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you
wherever you go.”
Joshua 1:7-9
“But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name,
He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said
to you.”
John 14:26
“I remember the days of old; I meditate on all Your doings; I muse on the
work of Your hands.”
Psalm 143:5
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“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.”
Exodus 20:8
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12
Conclusion
“Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is one! You shall love
the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your might. These words, which I am commanding you
today, shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to
your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and
when you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you
rise up. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand and they shall
be as frontals on your forehead. You shall write them on the
doorposts of your house and on your gates.” (Deuteronomy 6:4-9)
The Deuteronomy 6 passage above is one of the most important verses in the
Bible. It addresses the core of our being, the very nature of how God wants us to
live our lives as followers of Him. It can only be fully understood and applied in
light of Jesus the Messiah, the Word become flesh, the Lamb of God. Trying to
understand and apply this verse without Him is like trying to drive a car that
doesn’t have a steering wheel – basically a wreck just waiting to happen. Jesus is
the key to this passage of scripture. He is the decoder ring that explains the
passage to us in a way that will truly transform our lives and give us the close
relationship with God that we all ultimately desire.
The Written Word of God
When this passage is understood without Jesus, we tend to focus on ourselves
and how we are doing at it. We could almost give ourselves a grade each week
or each month on how we are getting along. If we are doing well at following
the commands of the verse, we will become prideful and arrogant, like the
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scribes and Pharisees of Jesus day. If we are not doing so well at it, we will
become disappointed, disillusioned, and may even quit trying to follow God’s
commands altogether for fear of failure.
The Living Word of God
But when we understand the verse in light of Jesus as being the “Word” in this
passage, the entire focus changes and we move out of the fear and pride
paradigm and into the love and gratitude paradigm. We quit looking at
ourselves so much and we start looking at Jesus, the author and perfecter of our
faith. When we look at our children, we are not so much focused on what and
how they are doing, but rather on what is Jesus doing in their lives, and how is
that going? The same is true for everyone in our lives. Rather than focusing on
them, we focus on what Christ is doing in them, where they are today in Christ,
etc. The difference is dramatic.
Hear
The passage starts by telling us to listen to God. To truly “hear” Him. This is
where a godly life begins, hearing from God. Hearing in the Biblical sense
includes taking in the information, believing the information, and acting on the
information. This is what it means to hear. Jesus was constantly saying, “He
who has and ear to hear, let him hear”. Until we are willing to listen to God,
honestly listen to what He has to say, there is no hope for us, and we are a fool.
It is that simple.
Followers of God
Then the passage explains that the message is to those who belong to and are
following God. At the time that Moses wrote it, the message was directed at
Israel, as they were delivered from slavery in Egypt and moved into the promised
land. Today, the message is directed at Christians, as they are delivered from
slavery to sin, and move into the promised land of Christian living.
One God
Then comes the climax of the great Sh’ma. The Lord is God, and He is the only
one true God. There are no other true gods – they are all false. If we have other
gods, they will pull us away from the one true God. He tells us that to live life
successfully, to do it right, we can only have the one true God. Any additional
Gods we add to the mix will enslave us eventually, and destroy us ultimately.
The history of Israel bears this out, as does the lives of men who have tried to
serve more than one god as Christians. It simply does not work. Slavery and
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destruction always follows. Jesus even verified it when He told us, “No one can
serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be
devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.”
(Matthew 6:24)
Love God
Next we read the greatest commandment in the Bible – to love God with all of
our heart, soul, and might. We see that to truly do this requires that we be
repentant and humble in heart and spirit. If we are proud and unrepentant, we
cannot love God. We feel God owes us for the life we have lived for Him. If we
do not recognize the depravity that is in us and how deep it runs, we likely will
not even give God the time of day, much less love Him. The Psalmist states that
“God is near to the broken hearted and saves those with a crushed spirit”(Psalm
34:18), and that God will not despise “a broken and a contrite heart.” (Psalm
51:17). God reveals Himself to the humble (Isaiah 66:2), but is opposed to the
proud. (James 4:6) Those who realize they have been forgiven much, love much.
Those who do not realize they are in need of forgiveness, love little if at all. This
is the key to loving God – realizing how much He has forgiven us.
It is interesting that we are commanded to love God. This implies that it is not
natural for man to love God. We naturally love our children, our pets, our
hobbies, etc., and God does not have to command us to love them. But God
knows that we are going to struggle with loving Him sometimes. There is an
awful lot of evil in the world, for example. How can God allow this? Evil may
have even happened directly to us, or to someone we love. How could God
allow this to happen, we ask? The answer to this question is a good subject for
another discussion. But the point here is that God knows we are going to
struggle to love Him, and so the commandment is given for us to do so. And
when we get to the next verse, we find the answer of how to truly love God with
all of our heart, soul, and might.
The Word Became Flesh and Dwelt Among Us
In verse 6 we are introduced to the ‘Word of God. In John chapter one, we read:
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into
being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has
come into being. In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men. The
Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.”
(John 1:1-5)
When we understand that Jesus is the embodiment of “these words”, and we
comprehend the verse with that in mind, the verse simply explodes with new
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meaning and understandings. We are instructed to apply the ‘Word’ of God to
our heart, the doorpost of our house, just as the Israelites were told at the first
Passover to put the blood of the sacrificial lamb on the doorposts of their house.
In both cases, the blood of the sacrificial lamb keeps the angel of death away,
and death passes over us. The Passover story is quite possibly the central story
of the Bible. Its culmination and ultimate fulfillment is found in Jesus. He is the
official Passover Lamb for the sins of the entire world.
“The next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said, “Behold, the Lamb of
God who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29)
Eternal Life is Yours in Christ
Whoever wants the angel of death to pass over them merely has to apply the
blood of the lamb, the Word made flesh, to their heart. We do this by believing
in Jesus. This is crazy talk to those who are perishing, but it is the very salvation
of God to those who are being saved. Anyone who fears death need only repent
and believe the gospel. It is that simple. Even a five year old can do it. And the
invitation is to all.
Teach Our Children
Next God stresses the importance of teaching our children to know Him.
Religion is for adults – it is hard, requires discipline and effort, and only the
strong are able to keep it up for any length of time, certainly not most children.
But the way of the cross is easy. Faith in Christ can be had by anyone. It does
not require great effort or discipline to believe in Jesus, and technically that is all
that is required for entrance into the kingdom of God. When we believe in Him,
we are born again. The quality of our Christian walk will be determined by how
well we follow Him, which may require effort and discipline, but we are born
again either way, whether our walk is fruitful, like the apostle Paul or Mother
Teresa, or not so fruitful, like an alcoholic who becomes born again, but the
addiction is just too strong and he is never able to overcome it. He is still born
again, but his life as a Christian on earth was less than stellar. It is because our
entrance into the kingdom rests on the finished work of Christ, not on anything
that we do, that this understanding of Jesus being the Word in Deuteronomy 6 is
so important. We must teach this to our children, among the many other things
God has in His word that He wants us to teach them.
“Train up a child in the way he should go, even when he is old he will not
depart from it.” (Proverbs 22:6)
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Christian Transformation
Finally we are told four final things - to share (speak) the word, to act on the
word, to set our minds on the things above, and to remember God and all that
He has done. These are the keys to successful Christian living, to moving into the
promised land and remaining there. And of the four, remembering is the
linchpin, for if we forget God, our world comes tumbling down like a house of
cards when the table is shaken. We must always remember from where we
came, our sinful past, and how much we have been forgiven. We must
remember what Christ has done in our lives. We must remember answered
prayers. We must remember God’s written word. We must remember to set
our minds on the things above. Remember to stay free from idols. Remember
to love others. Etc, etc., etc. I could go on for pages on the things it is good and
helpful for us to remember. There is so much that Christ has done for us and
called us to. So much wisdom in God’s word. Etc.
The Holy Spirit
This seems like it maybe Jesus was joking when He said “His yoke is easy and His
burden light”. It is starting to sound like it might be hard to follow Jesus after all.
But God knew this, and Jesus told us when He was here that He would give us a
helper, the Holy Spirit, who would help us with this very thing:
“These things I have spoken to you while abiding with you. But the Helper,
the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you
all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.” (John
14:25-26)
God has even provided for this as well, helping us to remember what He has said
to us. The Holy Spirit helps us in many ways, sealing us in Christ when we are
born again, and leading and guiding us for the rest of the days of our lives as
believers. Amazing.
Pen Pals
In years past, people would be pen pals. They would write letters back and forth
to each other from different cities, getting to know one another over a long
period of time. Often they would decide to meet eventually, after exchanging
letters for years or even decades. At the end of a person’s relationship with their
pen pal, they would have a pile of letters from their pen pal. The Old Testament
can be thought of as a pile of pen pal letters from God.
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God’s Visit
And at one point, God came to visit us, in the form of His Son, Jesus. Like a pen
pal visit, it was brief. But He was here, and He explained Himself to us pretty
clearly. To try to understand Deuteronomy 6:4-9 using only the Old Testament,
would be like trying to know a pen pal from only the letters they wrote you. But
when we include God’s visit, in the form of His Son Jesus the Messiah, and all
that we learned from Him, Deuteronomy 6:4-9 really comes alive, and we can
more fully understand it and appreciate it. It has the power to transform our
understanding of God. We can know Him more fully. Our life can be more
focused on Him rather than being inward focused on ourselves. We rely on
Christ’s exploits rather than our own, setting us free from the fear and pride
paradigm that rules when Christ is not present in our lives. We can live in the
love and gratitude paradigm of life with Christ.
“Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is one! You shall love
the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your might. These words, which I am commanding you
today, shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to
your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and
when you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you
rise up. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand and they shall
be as frontals on your forehead. You shall write them on the
doorposts of your house and on your gates.”
(Deuteronomy 6:4-9)
What an amazing passage of scripture. There is much more that could be said,
but this is a start.
May God continue the work in you that He began, and may He finish it,
making you complete in Christ. May you hear God, truly hear Him. May
you only have one God, and never serve idols or fall into their traps. May
you know the depth of your sin and depravity, and out of that knowledge
find the capacity to love God with all of your heart, strength, and might.
May the ‘Word’ of God, Christ Jesus our Lord and Savior, be applied to
your heart, making you forever His, and granting you eternity in heaven
with Him. And may God’s written word be hidden in your heart and mind,
that you do not sin against Him. May you teach God’s word to your
children, and teach them to know the ‘Word’ of God, Jesus Christ, and
establish their own relationship with Him. May you always speak of God
whether at home or away, sharing Christ with all. May God and His
‘Word’ be the last thing on your mind when you go to bed, and the first
thing on your mind when you awake. May all of your actions be led by His
Holy Spirit, and may your mind be set on the things above, and not on the
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things that are on earth. May you set up daily reminders in your life, so
that you will remember God, His ‘Word’, and His written word, all the
days of your life. In Jesus name I pray. Amen.
“We proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching every man with all
wisdom, so that we may present every man complete in Christ.”
Colossians 1:28
“He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him
who overcomes, I will grant to eat of the tree of life which is in the Paradise of
God.’”
Revelation 2:7
“Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline; therefore be zealous and repent.
Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the
door, I will come in to him and will dine with him, and he with Me. He who
overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne, as I also
overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne. He who has an ear, let
him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’”
Revelation 3:19-22
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Doxology, by Bishop Thomas Ken
Glory to God.

3/5/2019

Page 70 of 70

