Love God
5“

You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 6 These
words, which I am commanding you today, shall be on your heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your
sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the way and when you lie down
and when you rise up. 8 You shall bind them as a sign on your hand and they shall be as frontals on your
forehead. 9 You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.”
(Deut 6:4‐9)

When Jesus was asked by the lawyer what the greatest commandment is, Jesus answered
that it is to Love God with all of your heart, soul and mind. What does it mean to “love God”? How
do we do this? One answer that Jesus gives to this question is in the second response that He gives
to the lawyer – to love our neighbor as our self. To love others is to love God.
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If someone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not love his brother
whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen. 21 And this commandment we have from Him,
that the one who loves God should love his brother also.
(I John 4:20‐21)
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“But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit on His glorious
throne. 32 All the nations will be gathered before Him; and He will separate them from one another, as the
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats; 33 and He will put the sheep on His right, and the goats on the
left. 34 “Then the King will say to those on His right, ‘Come, you who are blessed of My Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 35 For I was hungry, and you gave Me something
to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me something to drink; I was a stranger, and you invited Me in; 36 naked,
and you clothed Me; I was sick, and you visited Me; I was in prison, and you came to Me.’ 37 Then the righteous
will answer Him, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry, and feed You, or thirsty, and give You something to
drink? 38 And when did we see You a stranger, and invite You in, or naked, and clothe You? 39 When did we see
You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’ 40 The King will answer and say to them, ‘Truly I say to you, to the
extent that you did it to one of these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me.’ 41 “Then He
will also say to those on His left, ‘Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been
prepared for the devil and his angels; 42 for I was hungry, and you gave Me nothing to eat; I was thirsty, and
you gave Me nothing to drink; 43 I was a stranger, and you did not invite Me in; naked, and you did not clothe
Me; sick, and in prison, and you did not visit Me.’ 44 Then they themselves also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we
see You hungry, or thirsty, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not take care of You?’ 45 Then
He will answer them, ‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did not do it to one of the least of these, you
did not do it to Me.’ 46 These will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
(Matt 25:31‐46)

These two verses come together to illustrate one way to love God, namely to love the people
around us. Jesus goes on to define loving others as feeding the hungry, giving drink to the thirsty,
providing clothing to those in need of it, being kind to strangers, and visiting the sick and those in
prison. Doing these things is how we love God. It is that simple. So if we want to love God, then do
these things.
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But when the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered themselves together. 35
One of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question, testing Him, 36 “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the
Law?” 37 And He said to him, “‘YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND
38
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WITH ALL YOUR MIND.’ This is the great and foremost commandment. The second is like it, ‘YOU SHALL LOVE
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YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.’ On these two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets.”
(Matt 22:34‐40)

